Instagram removes likes
In early November, 2019 Instagram’s CEO Adam Mossieri announced that Instagram is planning on removing likes. The experiment first started last may for a couple of weeks and hold place in Canada, later including Australia, Brazil, Ireland, Italy, Japan, and New Zealand for selected users. The main purpose of this idea is for people to concentrate their attention on the image, connecting with people and creating your own content, not the popularity of the posts. Also, Instagram will become safer place in terms of mental health, especially for younger people. Lately this platform has been the cause for people insecurities and mental health problems. On the other side, those, who might suffer from Instagram removing likes are the influencers and brands. Some brands may face struggle finding influencers to promote their product due to the fact of not having access to their Instagram analytics. Some celebrities, such as Cardi B and Kim Kardashian already have gone public supporting this idea as an improving of the mental health of the people. The number of likes will not be shown to any users except people, who posted the image. However, everybody will have access to the list of people liked, just by pressing the “others” section. The company is currently planning on removing likes for users from United States. 


An Anthropological perspective
Why did Instagram pick Canada first for experiment? What is the racial or ethnic background of people who it was first tested on? Why did it take so long to remove likes from American users? Anthropologists would be interested what beliefs, rules, common factors and background among Canadian users would make it suitable to start experiment from. In Canada crime rate is low comparing to other countries, which makes it safe and comfortable to live in, also Canadians are healthy, and everybody is equal, they enjoy their lives. This might be a reason for picking this country for experiment. What are the factors and values that American users share, which would take it so long to start experiment there. 

A Psychological perspective
How will it impact people’s mental health? Why are some users against it? What about user’s mental health did lead Instagram to making this decision? If people mental health was one of the main reasons for this experiment, the whole goal of this idea is its improvement. This especially affects younger part of Instagram’s society, who follow the words and beauty standards influencers make. Their income, fit bodies and the number of subscribers leads youth to photoshop their photos and feel insecure. Some influencers might be against it because it will damage their popularity and income. Psychologists would be interested in the effectives of this idea and its result for mental health.

A Sociological perspective
What social norms and standards may the number of likes has invented? Where the beauty standards invented by influencers new beauty standards? Which groups of people would react to this news positively, which negatively and why? The circumstances define behaviour. What would be the reaction of influencers and people, whose income directly depends on their popularity. New beauty standards have appeared together with the social networks. Many women agree on “one perfect body type, which makes them change themselves on photos and in real life. Sociologists would be interested in function of Instagram society after this change.     
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