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When Jesus of Nazareth hung dying on his cross, the vol-
cryn passed within a year of his agony, headed outward.

When the Fire Wars raged on Earth, the volcryn sailed
near Old Poseidon, where the seas were still unnamed and
unfished. By the time the stardrive had transformed the Fed-
erated Nations of Earth into the Federal Empire, the volcryn
had moved into the fringes of Hrangan space. The Hrangans
never knew it. Like us they were children of the small bright
worlds that circled their scattered suns, with little interest
and less knowledge of the things that moved in the gulfs
between.

War flamed for a thousand years and the volcryn passed
through it, unknowing and untouched, safe in a place where
no fires could ever burn. Afterwards, the Federal Empire
was shattered and gone, and the Hrangans vanished in the
dark of the Collapse, but it was no darker for the volcryn.

When Kleronomas took his survey ship out from Ava-
lon, the voleryn came within ten light-years of him. Kler-
onomas found many things, but he did not find the volcryn.
Not then and not on his return to Avalon, a lifetime later.

When I was a child of three, Kleronomas was dust,
as distant and dead as Jesus of Nazareth, and the volcryn
passed close to Daronne. That season all the Crey sensi-
tives grew strange and sat staring at the stars with luminous,
flickering eyes.

When I was grown, the volcryn had sailed beyond Tara,
past the range of even the Crey, still heading outward.

And now I am old and growing older and the volcryn
will soon pierce the Tempter’s Veil where it hangs like a
black mist between the stars. And we follow, we follow.
Through the dark gulfs where no one goes, through the
emptiness, through the silence that goes on and on, my
Nightflyer and I give chase.

Korma Mucyc u3 Hazapera ymupan Ha KpecTe, BOJIKPHUHBI
MIPOMYAINCh HA PACCTOSIHUU CBETOBOI'O rofja OT €T0 Mpel-
CMEPTHBIX MYK.

Korma na 3emne OymeBasii OrHEHHBIE BOWHBI, BOJI-
KpHuHBI poruteiBan MuMo Craporo [Toceiinona, e Mops
ellle He UMEIM Ha3BaHui, U B KOTOPbIE HU OJIUH PbIOaK erle
He 3a0paceiBan cetu. Korma 6pU1 n300peTeH THIEPIPUBOL
n OObeAMHEHHBIC HAIIMK 3eMJIH IpeBpaTinch B Penepa-
THUBHYIO MMIIEPHIO, BOJIKPHHBI JOCTUININ T'PAHUIl XpaHTa-
HHUIHCKOTO KocMoca. XpaHTaHUHIIEI He Beanu 06 sToMm. [o-
JOOHO HaM OHM OBUIM AE€THMU MAJICHBKUX CBETIIBIX MHUPOB,
BPAIIAIOMINXCS] BOKPYT Pa3pO3HEHHBIX CONHI, X O TOM, KTO
MYTEIIECTBYET 110 MEK3BE3AHBIM O€3/1HaM, OHU MOYTH HU-
Yero He 3HaJIM, JIa ¥ 3HATh HE XOTEIH.

Ha mpoTspKeHMM TBICSIYM JIET MOJIBIXAIO TIIaMsi BOWHBI,
HO BOJIKpHHBI, HE Befas TOTro, O€30MacHO MPOIIIN CKBO3b
HETO, 1 00pEeNy MPUCTAHMUILE TaM, I7Ie APUT BEUHBIH MpaK.
Bcnen 3a BoiiHamu npuien ynajgok — deneparuBHas UMIIe-
pusi pacranach 1 KaHylla B 3a0BEHUE, a XpaHTaHUHIIBI CTHHY-
1 Bo ThMe Kortarca, HO BOJKPHHOB 3Ta y4acTh MHHOBAJIA.

Korma KneponoMm otmpaBwiics Ha CBOEM HCCIIEAOBa-
TENBCKOM KOpaliie M3 TaBaHel ABajoHa, BOIKPHHBI IIPOJIe-
TaJIM Ha PACCTOSIHUH JIECATH CBETOBBIX JIET OT Hero. Kiepo-
HOM COBEPIIIII MHO)KECTBO OTKPBITHH, OJJHAKO €My TaK U He
yIa10Ch HalTH BOJIKpUHOB. HU BO BpeMs CBOMX CTpaHCTBUIM
10 KOCMOCY, HH J1aXKe TI0 BO3BPAILICHNH Ha ABAJIOH, YK€ MOJ1
KOHEI] CBOEH JKU3HHU.

Korma st Opima TpexsieTHe# Mmaunbimrkoi, ot Kiepono-
Ma OCTaJICSI O/INH JINIIB MPaX, OH OBbUI TAKUM K€ MEPTBBIM
u nanekum, kak Mucyc uz Hazapera, a BOIKpUHBI TEM Bpe-
MEHEM IpoJIeTeNnH Heaaeko ot Jlaponusl. B Ty nopy kpeit-
CKHE SICHOBHUISIINE BEIM ceOs Upe3BbIUAHO CTPAHHO —
OHU BCE BPEeMsI CUEIH U BCMATPUBAIIICH B 3BE3[HOE HEOO
TOPSIINMHY TJIA3aMH.

Korna s cTana B3pocioii, BOJIKPUHBI YJIETENU 3a HIpese-
161 Tapel, ¥ Jaxe Kpeu He ObUTH B CHJIaX IIOYYBCTBOBATh UX
Ha TaKOM PacCTOSTHHU.

M Bot celiuac, korna Mos *HU3Hb HNOAXOAUT K KOHILY,
BOJIKPHHBI BCKOpPE MPOH3T Byans VMckycuTenbHUIBI, pac-
MIPOCTEpIIEHCS MEXIY 3Be3TaMU MOAOOHO YEpPHOH MIJIe.
A MBI Bce cuenyeM U cieayeM 3a HUMH. CKBO3b TEMHYIO
0e3nHy, Kyaa HE OTBAKHUTCS 3aJE€TEeTh HU ONWUH KOPaodib,
CKBO3b IIyCTOTY M 0€3MOJIBHE, KOTOPBIM, KaXeTCsl, He OyieT
koHIA. S 1 Mol «Ho4HOM CTpaHHUK» MUYMMCS 382 HUMH. ..




