
"If it rains 
on St Swithun’s Day

 (July 15), it will rain for
forty days”

an ancient English proverb



CREATING 
THE CULT OF
SAINTS' PR

prepared for PR\Strategic Communication in Civil Society Organisations 

Klementyeva Polina \klementyevapolina@gmail .com

CREATING 
THE CULT OF
SAINTS' PR

COMMON GOOD
&

COMMON GOOD



I n  l a te  10th  cen tu ry
Eng land

 a  l i t t l e -known  and  l ong-
dead  b i shop  named

Swi thun  was  canon i sed
and  became  one  o f  the

most  w ide l y
cu l ted  sa in t s  i n  the

count ry



VITA 
SANCTA
SWITHUNI

Bishop  o f  Winches te r
Secu la r  c l e r i c
P ious  and  exceed ing l y
humble
 
 
 
 
 

VITA
SANCTA
SWITHUNI



CAMPAIGN  BY  B ISHOP  AETHELWOLD   
 
 

 RADICAL REFORMATION
 THE  ANGLO-SAXON  
 CHURCH

MAINTA INANCE  H IS
ECCLES IAST ICAL

LEADERSHIP  AND APPEASE
THE  E JECTED  CLER ICS

 r e l i g i ous l y  r i go rous   
 monas t i c  d i rec t i on
 ex i l e  o f  a l l  t he  secu la r  
 c l e r i cs

 RADICAL REFORMATION
 THE  ANGLO-SAXON 
 CHURCH

10TH CENTURY  ENGLAND

 
PROMOTION  A  CULT  OF  

ST  SWITHUN  
(A  SECULAR  CLER IC )

 
 



O N  J U L Y  1 5 ,
9 7 1  
 B ISHOP  SWITHUN’S  REMAINS  WERE
L IFTED  FROM THE  OUTS IDE  STONE
SARCOPHAGUS AND MOVED  INS IDE
THE  OLD  MINSTER

O N  J U L Y  1 5 ,
9 7 1  

 LAV ISH  GOLD  AND S ILVER
REL IQUARY    WAS  COMMISS IONED  BY
K ING  EDGAR AND INSTALLED

EXPANSION  THE
FOOTPRINT  OF  THE  OLD
MINSTER

THE OLD MINSTER IS  ONE
OF THE LARGEST CHURCH STRUCTURES 
IN  THE CHRISTIAN WORLD



THE PROCESS
OF
TRANSLATION

INVENTIO
TRANSLATIO
PROVISION OF  A
REL IQUARY TO
SERVE AS A  FOCAL
POINT  FOR THE
CULT
RECONSTRUCTION
OF THE CHURCH
PUBLICITY  FOR THE
SHRINE  AND
PROVISION OF
VARIOUS PRAYERS
FOR MASS AND
OFFICE  NEEDED

THE PROCESS
OF
TRANSLATION



S T A K E H O L D E R
E N G A G E M E N T
A E T H E L W O L D  A P P O I N T E D  O N E  O F  T H E  E X P E L L E D  C L E R I C S ,
E A D S I G E ,  T O  B E  G U A R D I A N  O F  T H E  R E L I Q U A R Y  I N  T H E  R O L E  O F
S A C R I S T
 

H E  W A S  F O L L O W E D  I N T O  M O N A S T I C  O R D E R S
B Y  T H R E E  O T H E R  E X P E L L E D  C L E R I C S 

 
E A D S I G E  R E C A N T E D  A N D  T O O K
M O N A S T I C  O R D E R S ,  B E C O M I N G  
     A  S A C R I S T A N  O F
     S W I T H U N ’ S  S H R I N E  
     A N D  T H U S  
     A  P E R S O N A L  A D V O C A T E

S T A K E H O L D E R
E N G A G E M E N T



3  S T  S W I T H U N ’ S
M I R A C U L O U S
P O W E R S

?          9 6 8          9 6 9

T R A N S L A T I O

T H E  C O N S T R U C T I O N
O F  T H E  R E L I Q U A R Y ,
I N  W H I C H  T H E
S A I N T ’ S  R E M A I N S
( R E L I C S )  W E R E  K E P T

R E C O N S T R U C T I O N
O F  T H E  O L D  M I N S T E R  
T O  H A N D L E  I N C R E A S E D
P I L G R I M  T R A F F I C ,
P U B L I C I T Y  A N D  
L I T U R G I C A L
C O M M E M O R A T I O N

3  S T  S W I T H U N ’ S
M I R A C U L O U S
P O W E R S



P I L G R I M A G E
P O I N T

      I N  2 0  Y E A R S
      T H E R E  W E R E        
T H R E E
H A G I O G R A P H I E S
O F  S T  S W I T H U N

     H A N D -
I N S C R I B E D  
O N  V E L L U M  
A N D  T H U S  N O T
A V A I L A B L E  F O R
M A S S
C O N S U M P T I O N

     S P R E A D  
     N E W S
A M O N G S T  T H E I R
C O N G R E G A T I O N S
A N D  S O  A T T R A C T
V I S I T O R S

P I L G R I M A G E
P O I N T

I N  O L D  E N G L I S H  
L A T I N
 

     T A R G E T E D       
.     C H A N N E L S
O F  P R I V I L E G E D
C O M M U N I C A T I O N
A M O N G S T  
T H E  C L E R G Y



P I L G R I M A G E
P O I N T

P I L G R I M A G E
P O I N T

W O R D - O F - M O U T H

D I S T R I B U T I O N
O F  R E L I C S
A N D  T H E
I N C L U S I O N  O F
P R A Y E R S  T O
S A I N T S  W I T H I N
T H E  L I T U R G YD E D I C A T I O N  O F

C H U R C H E S  T O
S A I N T

I N C L U S I O N  O F
S A I N T S ’  D A Y S  
I N  C H U R C H
C A L E N D A R S

N E W  I N C O M E
T O
T H E  D I O C E S E

N E W  I N C O M E
T O  
T H E  D I O C E S E



  
 P I L G R I M A G E
P O I N T

  N E W  I N C O M E
T O  T H E  D I O C E S E

T H E  M I R A C L E  W O R K E R ’ S
I M P O R T A N C E  W A S  S U P P O R T E D  I N
C H U R C H  L I T E R A T U R E  A S
B E N E D I C T I O N S
F O R  S T  S W I T H U N  I N  T H E
B E N E D I C T I N E - S T Y L E  L I T U R G Y  
I N T R O D U C E D  F R O M  F R E N C H
M O N A S T E R I E S

 P I L G R I M A G E
P O I N T



6 8  C H U R C H E S ,
A N C I E N T  A N D
M O D E R N ,  D E D I C A T E D
T O  S T  S W I T H U N  I N
E N G L A N D
2 0 0  S I C K  P E O P L E  W E R E
C U R E D  I N  A  1 0 - D A Y
P E R I O D

N I C E  A N C I E N T  P R O V E R B

O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T
W I D E L Y C U L T E D  S A I N T S
I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y

R E S U L TR E S U L T


