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  Most linguists agree that there are over 5,000 languages in the world. A century from now, however, many of these languages may be extinct. Some linguists believe the number may decrease by half; some say the total could fall to more hundreds as the majority of the world’s languages— most spoken by a few thousand people or less—give way to languages like English, Spanish, Portuguese, Russian, Indonesian, Arabic. By some estimates, 90% of the world’s languages may vanish within the next century.
  
There are many factors which are involved in the endangerment of languages. A more complete scale would look something like that proposed by Lewis (2006), which includes such parameters of endangerment:

· Parameter 1- AGE

In other words, if the number of speakers is evenly spread throughout the speaker population, and the youngest children acquire the language as one of their first languages, then the language is not endangered. However, if most speakers are elderly, and children are not using/speaking the language from an early age, the language can be considered endangered.

· Parameter 2-Demographics

The higher the number of native speakers, and the higher number of speakers who consider their language as an essential part of their identity, the ‘safer’ the language is.

· Parameter 3-Status and Recognition

Yemba has no official status in Cameroon and thus the pressure is on speakers to shift towards English and Pidgin. Icelandic, on the other hand, with the same number of speakers, is the official language of a state, which gives it much higher prestige.

Thus, depending on how many of the parameters are met, a language can be described as ‘safe’ or ‘unsafe’. A language like English, German or French would fulfill all of the above criteria; much smaller languages such as Belarusian (400, 000 speakers), Kurru (300, 000 speakers in India) and Rutul (just over 29, 000 speakers in Dagestan and Azerbaijan) obviously would not on many levels.
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UNESCO’s Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger categorises 2,500 languages in five levels of endangerment:
· Vulnerable-most children speak the language, but it may be restricted to certain domains (e.g. the home). Example: Ingush (spoken in the North Caucasus). Click this link to hear a song in Ingush
· definitely endangered-Children no longer learn the language as the mother tongue in the home. Example: Pech (spoken in Honduras). Click here to see a list of 20 basic words in Pech
· severely endangered-Language is spoken by grandparents and older generations; while the parent generation may understand it, they do not speak it to children or among themselves. Example: Kaska (spoken in British Columbia, Canada). 
· critically endangered -The youngest speakers are grandparents and older, and they speak the language partially and infrequently. Example: Achumawi (spoken in California, USA)
· extinct- language does not exist anymoreLatin Dead Language: Latin as a dead language was one of the most enriched languages. ...
The CAUSES:
· Intermarriage: According to David and Nambiar, marriages or partnerships where one parent speaks a minority language and the other only the majority language, can have a negative influence in the retention of the minority tongue by the children. The tendency is to adopt the majority language only. For example, Fulfulde (a language spoken in Nigeria) is under threat because of intermarriage with speakers of other languages in the state of Gombe.
· Migration: Grimes  notes that sociolinguists agree that migration, either voluntary or forced, is a cause of language shift. When members of a language community migrate, the remaining community decreases in size and thus they may be unable to maintain their language.
· Modernization: Grimes  notes that modernization, among other things, is a factor which accompanies language shift. When industrialization comes to areas where minority languages are spoken, the majority language is used to train employees in the new plants and factories, and the majority language which is used as a lingua franca.
· Another factor that might lead to languages becoming endangered is the views held by parents. Parents today encourage their children to learn languages of wider communication instead of their heritage languages due to the globalization of the world. Nowadays it is more likely for children to succeed if they are able to speak the popular languages of the world in order to obtain better jobs and prospects.

