


6. Participation in events aimed at developing international cooperation in the field of intellectual property

According to the special legislation in the field of intellectual property, the authority of NIPO includes, in particular, the implementation of international cooperation in the field of legal protection of intellectual property and representation of Ukraine's interests in the protection of intellectual property rights in WIPO and other international organizations in accordance with the legislation.
At the same time, by order of the competent management authority, NIPO is involved in the activities of international and regional organizations in the field of intellectual property, submits proposals and promotes the conclusion of international agreements, international programs and projects in the field of legal protection of intellectual property, etc.
The main purpose of international cooperation in the field of intellectual property and innovation is to unify approaches to the protection and defense of national interests and rights of applicants.
The synergy of working with foreign partners and the international IP community allows us to achieve positive results in other strategic areas through international exchange of experience, involvement of foreign experts on various issues, technical assistance and implementation of joint programs.
The full-scale invasion of the russian federation resulted in a doubling of international cooperation efforts to involve the international IP community in countering the aggressor and supporting resident applicants. From the early days of the full-scale invasion, NIPO received appeals from foreign patent offices with words of support, sympathy and solidarity. A significant part of them ended with the national slogan " Glory to Ukraine!»
International partners have expressed a clear position of supporting  our citizens, NIPO employees and their families. A large number of foreign partners have extended the deadline for all actions to acquire and ensure the protection of IP rights of Ukrainian applicants before their institutions in connection with the military aggression of the russian federation. Many partner offices provide Ukrainian applicants with free access to paid services, such as access to the Research4Life platform.
In the most difficult month of the battle for Kyiv and the Kyiv region in March 2022, our sincere friends from the Republic of Poland, along with the huge support of Ukraine by the Polish government and the head of state, the Patent Office of the Republic of Poland sent two shipments of humanitarian aid, which contained extremely necessary things for the civilian population and the armed forces of Ukraine, namely: medicines, food, hygiene products and communications equipment. 
International and regional cooperation continued at the bilateral level, in particular by holding joint events and consultations with the Patent Office of the Republic of Poland, the Austrian and Slovak patent offices.
In addition, other governmental and non-governmental organizations in the field of IP, in particular representatives of foreign associations of patent attorneys, offered support. So, in March 2022, a meeting was held with FICPI-International Federation of IP Attorneys and CIPA-the Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys, which launched an initiative to support patent attorneys and employees of NIPO who are currently abroad, within the framework of the UK government program "Homes for Ukraine"[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  URL: https://ukrpatent.org/uk/news/main/letter-CIPA-25032022] 

A significant number of foreign and regional IP offices have stopped cooperation with the National Patent Offices of the russian federation and Belarus, as well as suspended cooperation with the Eurasian patent organization and officials of the russian federation, in particular the US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), the European Patent Office (hereinafter referred to as the EPO), the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), etc.
Based on the national interests of Ukraine regarding international cooperation, in the context of the ongoing aggression of the russian federation, an important factor of international cooperation is the continuation of countering the attempts of the russian federation to legitimize armed aggression through the work of Standing Committees and Working Groups of international organizations.
On June 23, 2022, the member states of the European Union voted to grant Ukraine the status of a candidate country for membership in the European Union, which largely actualized the need to harmonize the practices and approaches of the NIPO with the relevant EU practices, in particular the approaches of the EPO and the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO).
To a large extent, NIPO's activities are aimed at adapting legislation and practices in the field of protection and protection of intellectual property rights in Ukraine to the provisions of EU law and the provisions of the association agreement.
At the completion stage, work on the implementation of Chapter 9 "Intellectual property" of Section IV "Trade and trade-related issues" of the association agreement between Ukraine, on the one hand, and the European Union, the European Atomic Energy Community and their member states, on the other (hereinafter referred to as the association agreement), which was ratified by the law of Ukraine No. 1678 – VII of 16.09.2014 and entered into force on September 1, 2017. According to the report on the implementation of the association agreement between Ukraine and the European Union for 2022[footnoteRef:2] in 2022 alone, 33% of measures to adapt Ukrainian legislation to EU law were implemented, and now the overall figure in this area is estimated by the government at 94%. [2:  Report on the implementation of the association agreement between Ukraine and the European Union for 2022. URL: https://eu-ua.kmu.gov.ua/sites/default/files/inline/files/zvit_pro_vykonannya_ugody_pro_asociaciyu_za_2022_rik.pdf ] 


6.1. Cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
In 2022, NIPO continued its successful cooperation with WIPO, despite all the difficulties associated with a full-scale invasion of the russian federation. 
On March 14, 2022, Ukraine gained full membership in the WIPO Central Europe and Baltic regional group (CEBS). The CEBS regional group includes 20 countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Georgia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, North Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkiye, Hungary, Ukraine, Croatia, Czechia and Montenegro).
The decision on Ukraine’s accession to the CEBS group was approved by all its member states.Ukraine's participation in CEBS is another evidence of the European choice of our state and contributes to effective international coordination.
Negotiations on Ukraine's accession to the CEBS group have been ongoing since 2017.
During 2022, NIPO, in coordination with the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and the Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the UN and other international organizations in Geneva, provided representation of Ukraine in the work of WIPO committees and working groups – about 30 specialists in 7 specialized events, in particular:
· 15th Session of the Committee of Experts of the Locarno Union of WIPO, 24-28 January 2022;
· 53rd Session of the Committee of Experts of the WIPO Special Union on international patent classification, 24-25 February 2022;
· 32nd Session of the Committee of Experts of the Nice WIPO Union, 25-29 April 2022;
· 12th meeting of the ISA and IPEA Quality Monitoring subgroup, and the 29th Session of meetings of International Authorities under the WIPO Patent Cooperation Agreement (PCT/MI), June 16-17, 2022 and June 20-22, 2022;
· 34th Session of the WIPO Program and Budget Committee, 27 June-01 July 2022;
· 29th Session of the WIPO Development and Intellectual Property Committee, October 17-21, 2022.
An important step in supporting Ukraine and recognizing the armed aggression of the russian federation was the adoption of Decision No. a/63/8 "Assistance and Support for Ukraine's Innovation and Creativity Sector and Intellectual Property System" on July 21, 2022 during the 63rd series of meetings of the General Assemblies of WIPO member states. The WIPO Assembly, in particular, addressed the IB as follows::
[bookmark: _Hlk110002663]«1. Assess the immediate, medium - and long-term impact of the war on the Ukrainian innovation and creative sector and ecosystem, including innovative and creative enterprises; educational, scientific and cultural institutions; state institutions responsible for the protection and observance of intellectual property rights and Technology and Innovation Support Centers (TISC); as well as applications for registration of intellectual property rights in Ukraine by persons outside Ukraine and submission of applications by residents of Ukraine around the world;
2.  Initiate and maintain consultations with Ukraine on its specific needs for the innovation and creative sector and ecosystem, including intellectual property offices and TISC;
3. On the basis of the above-mentioned assessments and consultations, provide technical and legal assistance, capacity development and other assistance for Ukraine, if appropriate and necessary for the restoration and restructuring of the Ukrainian intellectual property sector and ecosystem;
4.  Allocate adequate financial and human resources, including through reallocation within the overall approved budget, to implement the measures specified in paragraph 3 above;
[bookmark: _Hlk110001521]5. Take appropriate measures to ensure that applicants from Ukraine, as well as NIPO, have access to the full the range of WIPO services in the field of intellectual property, including the services of the WIPO arbitration and Mediation Centre, and have received appropriate time extensions, exemptions and other remedies provided for in the relevant WIPO treaties, rules and regulations due to current circumstances; 
6.Report on the assessment, consultation, implementation and other activities of the PP. 1-5 above at the next General Assembly.»

At the first stage of the project implementation in 2022, WIPO engaged experts to assess the immediate, medium - and long-term impact of the war on the Ukrainian innovation and creative sector and ecosystem, and consulted with Ukraine on direct support requests.
In cooperation with WIPO, the Ministry of Economy and state system of intellectual property legal protection authorities, events defined both in Memoranda of understanding and on plans internally agreed with WIPO were organized and conducted, as well as events on related topics, such as the International Conference "IP in the world of games" (April 26, 2022), and events to raise awareness of the role of women and youth in the field of intellectual property.
There were constant consultations with WIPO also on supporting projects in which WIPO participates or administers, in particular public-private partnership projects (Accessible Books Consortium, Access to Specialized Patent Information, Research4Life platform, etc.).

6.2. Participation in the implementation of international projects coordinated by WIPO

Despite the full-scale invasion, the implementation of international projects coordinated by WIPO has not stopped, in particular, projects for the development of the national IP training center (IP Academy), the development of a network of technology and Innovation Support Centers (TISC), etc. There is continuous communication with WIPO on the implementation of memoranda of cooperation between the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine and WIPO.
6.2.1. Implementation of the technology and Innovation Support Centers (TISC) project
Technology and Innovation Support Centers Technology and Innovation Support Center (TISC) is an international project launched by WIPO in April 2009. The goal of TISC is to provide innovative development, access to knowledge and advice in the field of intellectual property law and patent information. As of early 2022, the TISC network has been launched in more than 80 developing countries. The launch and operation of the TISC project in an individual country is aimed at creating a network of Technology and Innovation Support Centers, which, in turn, will fulfill the tasks assigned to such a network by a bilateral agreement between WIPO and the central state authority responsible for intellectual property rights and innovative development.
In Ukraine, the process of establishing the TISC network was initiated by the signing on 23.07.2018 of the Memorandum of understanding between the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine and WIPO on the establishment of Technology and Innovation Support Centers in Ukraine (hereinafter referred to as the memorandum). The project document of the memorandum defined quantitative and qualitative indicators of the main tasks for creating a national TISC network by the end of 2020.
As of the end of 2020 – beginning of 2021, representatives of WIPO agreed on the successful achievement of the indicators defined in the project document of the memorandum, in particular regarding the number of open centers, completed distance learning courses and the number of applicants who apply to the network. As a result of monitoring and Evaluation, an automatic extension of the memorandum for the next one-year period, in accordance with Section 8 of the memorandum, was agreed with WIPO representatives.
Regional TISCs are created by signing a memorandum of cooperation and an agreement on participation in the TISC project between the institution responsible for implementing the project in Ukraine. The provisions of the memorandum and the agreement provide for joint participation in the implementation of tasks defined in the draft document of the memorandum.
Project implementation:
1. As of the beginning of 2022, 17 centers were opened in 10 regions of Ukraine. Unfortunately, due to the full-scale invasion of the russian federation, some of the institutions on the basis of which TISC was opened have suffered significant destruction or are generally under Temporary Occupation (centers in Kharkiv and  Rubizhne);
0. At the beginning of 2022, WIPO representatives were sent a report on the status of implementation of the Memorandum and achievement of quantitative indicators for the project document;
1. Specialists of the Centers receive internal training together with representatives of the central TISC, they are granted access to distance learning courses from WIPO, WIPO and NIPO training materials are sent out, and participation in events organized by NIPO is provided, in particular: 
· in 2022, 2 educational events and an international conference were held with the participation of TISC specialists, together with WIPO and the Polish Patent Office;
· representatives of the central TISC and regional TISC were involved in a series of trainings within the framework of the training program of trainers from WIPO – WIPO-Ukraine IPTI project – future trainers of the national IP training center (IP Academy);
2. TISC NIPO specialists have developed two manuals on the protection of intellectual property in the IT industry and marketing activities, which are published in the public domain at the link: https://tisc.ukrpatent.org/ipguides.html;
3. Prior to the full-scale invasion, the TISC network focused on the development of entrepreneurial education and the formation of a startup culture in higher education institutions, on the basis of which the Centers were opened, with further raising awareness and advising stakeholders of this process, in particular: regional CPI provided advice on the formation of startup schools, setting up work with clients and generating data for websites;
4. In cooperation with WIPO, the Ministry of Economy and the state system of intellectual property legal protection authorities, the activities defined in Paragraph 3 of the project document, as well as activities on additional topics, are organized and conducted;
5. In cooperation with interested central executive authorities, training webinars were conducted on the protection and protection of IP rights (Webinars for the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy (Office for the development of creative industries), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (for employees of embassies and missions of Ukraine);
6. A catalog of inventions and utility models (52 and 105 security documents, respectively), owned by the institutions on the basis of which TISC was opened, has been formed for their further commercialization.

6.2.2. Implementation of the project to create a national intellectual property training center (IP Academy)
The National Intellectual Property training center (IP Academy) is a WIPO project that has been implemented in Ukraine since 2019 on the basis of a memorandum of understanding dated 03.10.2019 between the Ministry of Economic Development Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine and WIPO) on the creation of a national intellectual property Training Center in Ukraine .
The goal of the project is:
· promoting the development and strengthening of Ukraine's human resources in the field of intellectual property;
· popularization of knowledge and culture in the field of IP (educational activities) to ensure the sustainable development of Ukraine and its European choice;
· active activity in the field of education and science: conducting scientific research and specialized conferences;
· raising public awareness about IP protection;
· conducting master's programs, advanced training programs in the field of IP, in particular joint programs with the WIPO Academy and foreign institutions of Higher Education.
"Providing the sphere of intellectual property with qualified specialists, including through the development of the Project "National Intellectual Property training center" with the support of the World Intellectual Property Organization", is indicated as one of the strategic tasks provided for by the National Economic Strategy for the period up to 2030, approved by the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 179 of March 03, 2021. The same task is provided for in the action plan for 2021-2023 for the implementation of the strategy for the development of innovation activities for the period up to 2030, approved by Order of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 1687-R of December 09, 2021.
The IP Academy provides training and educational activities for such participants:
· school-age children;
· students and youth;
· scientific and pedagogical staff of educational institutions;
· startups, creative industries;
· public sector;
· representatives of businesses and professional communities interested in the field of intellectual property.
The main form of capacity development of the WIPO Academy during the implementation of the IP Academy Project in Ukraine is to provide training of trainers for the formation of the educational potential of Ukraine in the field of IP. Such training is conducted within the framework of the training of trainers program under the modular program developed by the WIPO Academy.
As part of the training of trainers, the IP Academy, in cooperation with the WIPO Academy, in 2022, trainers were trained in the third training module "collective management of copyright and related rights" (February-March 2022), which was interrupted due to the full-scale invasion of russia in Ukraine. At the end of 2022, training of trainers was resumed in a more flexible format of recorded lectures.
As of the end of 2022, the IP Academy has held more than 50 national and international educational and scientific events, conferences and trainings on IP. Taking into account the demand and the need of applicants to continue their studies, NIPO did not stop its activities to participate in and conduct educational and educational activities in the field of IP, in particular:
1. International Conference "IP in the world of games" (April 26, 2022).
2. NIPO and the national IP Academy co - organized the International Conference "IP in the world of games" together with the Patent Office of the Republic of Poland and WIPO on the occasion of the World Intellectual Property Day (IP) - April 26, 2022.
3. West it was held with the partner support of WIPO and EUIPO under the honorary patronage of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland.
4. Webinar "trademark registration" (June 29, 2022).
5. The event was held with the support of the office for the development of creative industries under the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine in partnership with NIPO and with the support of the USAID program "competitive economy of Ukraine". 
6.remote and offline training for children and students on IP rights protection.
7. In order to dispel and entertain children at least a little, but at the same time remain useful, the National Academy of IP throughout 2022 focused on working with junior and senior classes.
8.  Conducted offline training sessions for more than 110 students in educational institutions of Kyiv and online.
During 2022, collections of training courses and materials on innovation and IP protection were systematically published.
As part of the project, with the support of the Ministry of Economy and WIPO, a reference library with foreign and Ukrainian literature in the field of IP was created – a unique collection of recognized bestsellers in the field of intellectual property in English, French and Ukrainian.
The library contains books by leading legal publications of the world, such as Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press, MIT Press, Edward Elgar Publishing, Sweet & Maxwell, Wolters Kluwer, publications of the American Bar Association, etc.
The books are intended for visitors to educational programs and events of the national IP training center, and anyone interested in topical issues of intellectual property protection.
Currently, about 96 copies of current publications have been sent to the national IP Academy. In the future, by combining the resources of WIPO, NIPO and the Ministry of Economy, it is proposed to expand the library and access the public / participants of trainings and training programs of the IP Academy to high-quality books and reference books.

6.2.3. Implementation of the project on Alternative Dispute Resolution in the field of intellectual property
In accordance with the Memorandum of understanding and Alternative Dispute Resolution in the field of intellectual property, signed between the Ministry of Economic Development and WIPO in 2018, a project for the development of the Mediation Center in Ukraine was implemented.
The key component of the memorandum is cooperation in providing alternative dispute resolution services, namely::
· raising awareness of stakeholders in Ukraine regarding alternative dispute resolution procedures;
· identification and training of Ukrainian mediators on intellectual property issues;
· support, if necessary, the development of Alternative Dispute Resolution policies and procedures;
· conducting mediation seminars and / or other training programs for stakeholders.
Purpose: providing services for alternative and effective dispute resolution in the field of intellectual property in Ukraine and abroad in accordance with WIPO rules for mediation (mediation), as well as training and professional development in Ukraine of specialized mediators in the field of intellectual property.
WIPO assists member states in establishing and developing centres for alternative settlement of intellectual property disputes.
An increasing number of cases are being initiated at the WIPO arbitration and Mediation Center for arbitration, expedited arbitration and mediation. In 2022, the center's workload more than doubled. The subject of disputes is both contractual relations (for example, licensing of software and technical solutions, agreements on the coexistence of trademarks, agreements on the distribution (distribution) of pharmaceutical products and agreements on research and development (R&D), and non-contractual relations (for example, patent infringement).
After the adoption of the law of Ukraine" on mediation " of 16.11.2021 No. 1875-IX and the beginning of the process of resolving relations in this area, a gradual increase in demand for alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, in particular in the field of intellectual property and innovation, is predicted. Thus, as of the end of 2022, according to WIPO, 70% of mediation cases and 33% of arbitration cases in WIPO ended with the settlement of a dispute between the parties.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.wipo.int/amc/en/center/caseload.html ] 


6.3. Cooperation with the European Patent Office (EPO)

NIPO has a rich history of cooperation with the European Patent Office (EPO), which in particular was a consequence of European integration processes and the general harmonization of practices and the use of EPO information resources. In 2022, from the first days of the full-scale invasion of the russian federation, the EPO supported Ukraine and strengthened its cooperation with NIPO.
In March 2022, the EPO decided to terminate any cooperation with the National Patent Offices of the russian federation and Belarus, as well as cooperation with the Eurasian patent organization.[footnoteRef:4]. At the meeting of the Administrative Council of the European Patent organization on March 22, 2022, the EPO activated the "EPN responsible Network" for all members of the European Patent Network (EPN) in order to exchange information and coordinate actions in an open and timely manner. [4:  https://www.epo.org/news-events/news/2022/20220301a.html ] 

The fundraising campaign initiated by the EPO and its employees raised more than 415,000 euros. This amount was sent to the Red Cross and the UN Refugee Agency. The EPO also offered legal guarantees to Ukrainian applicants and IP representatives (patent attorneys) who cannot perform official actions before the EPO within a certain time frame.
European IP departments immediately after the full-scale invasion began systematic consultations and development of joint programs to support the Ukrainian sphere of intellectual property and innovation, in particular in the areas of support for Human Resources (future internships, research grants, access to trainings of the EPO Academy), support for IT infrastructure (access to EPO services and programs), support for the innovation sector, in particular cooperation with the PATLIB network of the EPO.
With the support of the EPO, the National Academy of IP has announced a grant for advanced training and research in the field of intellectual property at the University of Maastricht (Netherlands) and the University of Strasbourg (France).[footnoteRef:5]. The EPO's Solidarity Program with Ukraine is designed for Ukrainian researchers and representatives of the scientific community who live in Ukraine or have been forcibly displaced to other European countries. [5:  https://pravo.ua/akademiia-iv-pry-pidtrymtsi-iepv-oholoshuie-hrant-na-pidvyshchennia-kvalifikatsii-ta-doslidzhennia-v-sferi-intelektualnoi-vlasnosti/ ] 

The grant will allow Ukrainian researchers and scientists in the field of intellectual property (with a focus on patent law) to complete a research project on a specific topic in the field of IP within 6 months in Maastricht and Strasbourg.
Applications have been accepted, and university selected participants are preparing to participate.

6.4. Cooperation with the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO)

On March 9, 2022, the EUIPO, together with EU institutions, announced a number of measures in response to the military aggression of the russian federation against Ukraine. They complement the restrictive measures that were gradually introduced after the illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014.
European offices continue to stand firmly on the side of democracy and the rule of law. One of the first measures since the beginning of a full-scale war was the termination of cooperation with rospatent, The Federal Intellectual Property Service of russia and the Eurasian Patent Office. EUIPO guarantees that all data on the addresses of the parties in the agency's registers reflect the internationally recognized borders of Ukraine.
EUIPO has established a special Working Group to analyze and monitor the situation in the field of intellectual property rights and ensure the effective implementation of measures taken at the EU level in response to the full-scale invasion of the russian federation.
During 2022, after the start of a full-scale invasion, EUIPO also introduced an extension of the deadline for all parties with a registered place of residence or office in Ukraine to perform official actions before EUIPO.
Cooperation with EUIPO also focused on supporting human resources, infrastructure and supporting the innovation sector of Ukraine, in particular within the framework of regional projects.
We also started considering the possibilities of integrating NIPO data into TM/Design view Systems, TM/design class integration, and the possibilities of introducing the EUIPO HDB classification in Ukraine.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In October 2022, Ukraine took part for the first time in permanent meetings on EUIPO interaction (Liason Meetings). Experts from EU national authorities, candidate countries and members of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), as well as representatives of the European Commission and user associations participate in events aimed at ensuring the development and stability of the European Union's intellectual property Network (EUIPN). The theme of the events is based on three key areas of EUIPO's work: international cooperation, trademarks and industrial designs. For Ukraine and Moldova, this meeting was special, because for the first time the countries participated in the EUIPO event, already having the status of candidates for EU membership.




