Just How Many Oceans Are There?
Notwithstanding

that Europa and Enceladus (moons of Jupiter
and Saturn, respectively) are both covered
inice, Earthis the true water world of
the solar system. Some 71 percent of Earth’s
surface is covered by saltwater oceans, and the
continents themselves possess lakes, rivers,
and, in some cases, seas. The largest bodies
of water are the oceans, but there is some
debate over the actual number of distinct
oceans. Just how many oceans does our planet
have?

Historically, many maps and textbooks have
presented a four-ocean model: the Pacific,
the Atlantic, the Indian, and the Arctic. The
first three are the major ones, while the Arctic
Ocean tends to be less prominent in people’s
minds. Perhaps that’s because it’s far smaller
than the others, occurs on the fringes of the
map, and tends to be covered (well, partly
covered) by ice.

In reality, however, Earth’s ocean count
depends on one’s perspective. A collection of
scientific organizations, the International
Hydrographic Organization (IHO), and many
national governments note the existence of a
fifth ocean, the Southern Ocean(also called the
Antarctic Ocean), consisting of the waters
surrounding Antarctica below 60° S latitude,
although the IHO’s member countries do not
agree on the ocean's formal borders.
Separating the Southern Ocean from the
Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian oceans seems
reasonable when one considers that
the Antarctic Circumpolar Current and the
winds that circle the outer approaches of the
continent create a kind of natural separation,
the Antarctic Convergence, between
Antarctica and the rest of the world. In June
2021 the Southern Ocean’s status received a
new boost when this body of water
was officially  recognized by the National
Geographic  Society. Regardless of that
announcement, the boundaries of the Southern
Ocean were still not accepted universally.

Ckisibku B3araJi okeaHiB?

HesBaxaroun Ha Te, mo €Bpoma Ta
Ennenan (cynyrauku FOmirepa Ta CatypHa
BIZIMOBIZIHO) BKPUTI JIbOAOM, 3eMJIsl € TIO-
CIIPaBXKHbOMY BOJIHOIO TIJIAHETOIO
Consiunoi  cuctremu. bmuszsko 71% 11
MOBEPXHI BKPHUTO OKEaHAMH 3 COJIOHOIO
BOJIOI0, @ HA CaMUX KOHTHMHEHTaX € 03epa,
pIMKK T4, B OKPEMHUX BHIAAKAX, MOPSL.
HaiOuIpImuMu BOJOMMAaMU € OKEaHH, ajie
ICHYIOTh TI€BHI CYNEpEeUYKH LI0J0 iX YITKO1
KkiTbkocTl. To CKUIbKM B3arajii OKeaHiB Ha
HaITii TuTaHeTi?

IctopyuHo Ha OaraThOX KapTax 1 B
NiIpyYHUKax Oyna mpejicTaBiieHa MOJEb
13 YOTUPHOX OKEaHIB: Tuxui,
Atnantnaaui, Iamificekuii Ta IliBHIYHMI
JIvomoBuTHii. Ilepuri Tpu € OCHOBHHMH,
TOJI SIK OCTaHHIM, SK MPABWIO, 3aiiMae He
TaKe BaYKJIMBE MICIIE y CBIJIOMOCTI JIFOJCH.
MoXIMBO IIe TOB’S3aHO 3 THUM, IO BIH
Habarato MEHIINM, 3HAXOAUTHCS Ha Kparo
KapTH Ta 3a3BUYail TOKPUTHHA (MpUHAWMHI
YaCTKOBO) JIbOJIOM.

[Ipote HacmpaBmdi, KUIbKICTh OKEaHIB Ha
3emuTi 3aJIEKUTH Bl TOYKH 30PYy KOXKHOTO.
3i06paHHs HayKOBHX OpraHizairii,
MbikHaponHa rigporpadidyHa opraHizaiis
(MI'O) Ta ©Oarato HaIIOHAJILHUX YPSIiB
Bi[3HAYaIOTh ICHYBaHHS IM'STOrO OKEaHy,
[TiBneHHOTO (SIKOTO TaKOXX HAa3UBAIOTh
AHTapKTHYHUM), IO CKJIAJA€ThCA 3 BOJ,
Kl OTOYYIOTh AHTapKTHAy HHUXYe 60°
niBAeHHOI mupoTu. OQHaK KpaiHu-4JIeHU
MI'O He nmilnum 3roaud moa0 ogimidiHuX
KOPJIOHIB BOJIONMH. Binokpemnenns
[TiBneHHOTO OKeaHy Bil ATIaHTHYHOTO,
Twuxoro Ta [HaicEKOTO BUTJIAA€E
JNOLIUIBHUM,  SIKIIO  BpaxyBaTH, IO
AHTapKTHYHA IUPKYMIIOJSIpHA Tedis Ta
BITPH, SIK1 KPY)KJISIIOTh HABKOJIO 30BHILIHIX
MiAXOAIB 7O KOHTHHEHTY, CTBOPIOIOTh
CBOTO poay MIPUPOTHUIHA MOJIL,
AHTapKTHUHY KOHBEPIeHIIIIO, MDK
AHTApKTHIOI0O Ta PEIITOK YacCTUHOIO
cBity. Y uepBHi 2021 poky craryc
[liBgeHHOTO OKeaHy OTpUMaB HOBHI
NOLITOBX, KOJM 10 BOJOWMY Oyio
oditiitHO BHU3HAHO HarionansHum




Functionally speaking, there is really only one
ocean, since every demarcated ocean is
connected to at least two others. The reality of
a single continuous ocean is also evidenced
by thermohaline circulation (also called the
Global Ocean Conveyor), which
transports seawater through all the named
oceans. Thermohaline circulation continually
replaces water at depth with water from the
surface and slowly replaces surface water
elsewhere with water rising from deeper
depths.

reorpagiunuM ToBapuctBoM. llompu 1e
orojiomeHHs, Mexi [liBIeHHOro okeaHy
J0ci He OyIu 3araTbHOBH3HAHMMH.

Ha ¢ynkuionansHOMy piBHI, HacmpaBii
ICHY€ JIUIIEe OJMH OKEeaH, OCKUIbKM KOKEH
BiJTOKpEMIICHUI OKeaH 0B’ I3aHUI
npuHaiiMHI 3 1BOMa iHImMMH. PeanbHicTh
€IMHOI Oe31epepBHOI BETUUYE3HOT BOJOUMHU
TaKOX IIITBEPIKYETHCS TEPMOTATIHHOIO
HUPKYJIALIEI0  (SKa TakoX Mae Has3By
['moGanpHuil OkeaHIYHUN KOHBEEp), sSKa
TPaHCIIOPTYE MOPCHKY BOAY 4Yepe3 ycl

Ha3BaH1 OKEaHM. Tepmoraninna
LHUPKYJIALISA TOCTIMHO pyXae 3 IIMOMHU Ha
MIOBEPXHIO, MOBUIBHO 3aMIHIOIOYU

MOBEPXHEBY BOJAY B IHIIMX MICISIX BOJIOIO,
IO ITIIAMAaEThCs 3 TIINOWHM.




