Teaching your child responsibility through games
It is no wonder that today’s children spend more and more time in digital world. It offers way more entertainment than a simple backyard or a playground. But it is not as bad as you might think, because through video games, your child can learn some very important things, such as responsibility.

My daughter is 8 years old, and she enjoys playing games. I taught her to play chess, and we often play it together. We made our own rules, where loser has to wash the dishes, take out trash, etc. This way she knows that her every move has consequences. When we just started playing, she didn’t take it seriously, and often made mistakes leading to a lost game. Then i decided to put work on the line. That’s when she started practicing online (mobile chess app allows you to play with people worldwide), watching chess lessons on youtube, etc. Now she is somewhat good at the game, and is able to win consistently. But if she loses, she does not refuse to do her work.
Chess is a wonderful game, but there is a ton of other games that can teach your kid to be responsible. For example, “book-games”, as i call them. These are the type of games that often don’t have an actual gameplay, you just have to read, and when the time comes, decide what should your hero do. Your character’s well being depends on your decision, if that’s not responsibility, i don’t know what is. Apart from that, your boy or girl may fall in love with reading (because those stories are very engaing!), and as we all know, reading is good for kids.
If your child needs more gameplay and less letters, try introducing him to The Sims. Sims is a game where you control, well, sims. Those are regular people. The game is something like a life simulator, where your characters should eat, sleep, and do other things that humans do. They also have to go to work to pay the bills and feed their families, and children must go to school and do their homeworks in time, or else their performance will drop, leading to not being able to find a proper job in the future. I myself played Sims as a teen, and just because of that game i started studying really hard to get a good job when i grow up. And you know what? I got it.

Gaming can be very fun and engaging and can even teach you some important things, and it can also be very addictive. To prevent that, limit your child's playtime, but not too hard. Not too little, not too much. And you should always keep an eye on what your child is playing, because they tend to play games that are not really suitable for children. Also, they get really upset when they lose in a game, so don’t forget to remind them that it is only a game, and your primary goal is to just have fun and learn something on the way.
