I have been living in Kyiv for a long time. On Khreshchatyk, I often saw a pub called "Piana Vyshnia", where a woman's mannequin stood nearby, covering her breasts with strawberries. At the end of November, activists held their first rally near one of the Piana Vyshia establishments in Lviv. The protesters were carrying banners reading "Stop sexualizing women," "The female body is not your advertisement," and "Boycott sexists." Also on one of the posters was a man in the style of a sign – naked and with a cherry. Thus, the activists demanded that the institution stop sexualizing women. The action became public online, and activists received accusations and threats from supporters of the institution.
The events were held within the framework of the international action for 16 days against gender-based violence. The activists' demands to the institution are to remove the slogan that sounds: "And he will not back down. And she will not refuse," which calls for violence. And also remove the sexualization of women, which is broadcast by the sign. For me personally, as women, the sign and slogan of the institution was outrageous, and I vehemently supported activists on social networks.
The activists also addressed written demands to the institution. They replied that "sexualization is a rather vague concept." And the design of the sign is perceived as "an element of visual art". At the same time, they stressed that they plan to change the slogan of the institution. NGO "Bilkis" also wrote a complaint to the State Service of Ukraine for Food Safety and Consumer Protection regarding the complaint about the identity of "Piana Vyshnia".
I believe that advertising your products with breasts is the objectification of the female body. Not to hear the feminine, nor to retreat in a manly way is a call for rape. If a person in uniform expresses admiration for inherently inhumane ideas, then this does not imply the consent of other critically thinking people. ⠀
There is discrimination, but there is no punishment.
It is also interesting that Bilkis received a response from the State Service of Ukraine for Food Safety and Consumer Protection regarding the complaint about the identity of Piana Vyshnia.
The response says that indeed this is discrimination, but it will not be possible to bring the institution to justice.
In general, as noted in the organization, their complaint was not the first. In 2018 and 2021, complaints were already written against the institution, and the service gave an expert opinion.
Objectification is the transformation of something into an object. Sexual objectification is the attitude to a person (usually a woman in our society) as a mere object of sexual attraction, with the leveling of his personality, subjectivity and will.
"Why is the image of Piana Vyshnia objectification? Because the woman is depicted without clothes, covers her (large) breasts with cherries, and also has the signature "And she will not refuse."
First, what does this have to do with liqueur? Secondly, such an image and slogan have certain sexualized messages: a with cherry-breasts will not refuse you. Thirdly, it is a commercial institution whose goal is profit. That is, this image is used for profit. A sexualized woman is used for profit.
We need more publicity, more complaints and petitions. We have a law that says that advertising products with a female body is prohibited. But this institution is still working, and the woman still "will not refuse".
