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ABOUT THE SERIES

Looking for Alaska is an American teen drama streaming television 
miniseries created by Josh Schwartz. It is based on the 2005 novel of 
the same name by John Green. After a film adaptation was repeatedly 
delayed at Paramount Pictures, Hulu finalized a deal and ordered an 
eight-episode limited series. It stars Charlie Plummer and Kristine 
Froseth in the two lead roles Miles Halter and Alaska Young, 
respectively. The miniseries premiered on Hulu on October 18, 2019. It 
received acclaim from critics as well as fans of the book, with praise 
going toward its writing, acting and faithfulness to the original source 
material.



THE BOOK
Looking for Alaska is American author John Green's debut novel, published in March 
2005 by Dutton Juvenile. Based on his time at Indian Springs School, Green wrote the 
novel as a result of his desire to create meaningful young adult fiction. The characters 
and events of the plot are grounded in Green's life, while the story itself is fictional.



The series was primarily shot in Louisiana. 
Episode 1 offers a glimpse of the Piggly Wiggly 
in Independence. Miss Ann's Fast Food in 
Amite pops up occasionally. The "school" the 
kids attend is really Solomon Episcopal 
Conference Center in Loranger.



Miles Halter ("Pudge") 

Alaska Young

Chip Martin ("The Colonel")

Takumi Hikohito
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Miles Halter is the novel's main character and narrator, who has an unusual 
passion in learning famous people's last words.

Alaska is a wild, unpredictable, beautiful, and enigmatic girl with a sad 
backstory who captures Miles' attention and heart. 

Chip "The Colonel" Martin is five feet tall but "built like a scale model of 
Adonis". He is Alaska's best friend and Miles' roommate. 

Takumi is a gifted Japanese MC and hip-hop enthusiast and friend of Alaska 
and Chip.



PLOT

Looking For Alaska tells the story of a teenage boy 
named Miles Halter who is obsessed with famous 
last words and seeking "the Great Perhaps", a 
concept inspired by the last words of poet Francois 
Rabelais. This desire leads him to enroll at Culver 
Creek Academy in Alabama, hoping to find 
something less boring and safe than the life he's 
always lived and gain a deeper perspective on life. At 
Culver Creek, he befriends his roommate Chip "The 
Colonel" Martin, who introduces him to Alaska 
Young, whom he later falls in love with, and Takumi 
Hikohito. Throughout his "new life" at the school, 
Miles learns many lessons about life, love, and the 
art of letting go.



STYLE

Looking for Alaska is divided into two halves named 'Before' and 
'After' as in before and after Alaska's death, and are narrated by 
main character Miles Halter. Rather than the typical numerical 
system, each chapter is denoted through the number of days before 
Alaska's death or the number of days after. Green says in the same 
interview, “We look back to the most important moment in our 
history, and that becomes the dividing line between what we were 
and what we are now. So I wanted to reflect on the way we measure 
and think of time.” For the characters in Looking for Alaska, Alaska's 
death proved a life-altering moment, and Green wanted to reflect 
this importance by creating the structure of the novel around the 
axis of Alaska's death.





QUOTES

"I go to seek a great perhaps." - Pudge (Miles).
"If people were rain, I was a drizzle and she was a hurricane." - Pudge 
(Miles).
“Y’all smoke to enjoy it . I smoke to die”- Alaska Young.
”Imagining the future is a kind of nostalgia. (…) You spend your whole life 
stuck in the labyrinth, thinking about how you’ll escape it one day, and how 
awesome it will be, and imagining that future keeps you going, but you 
never do it. You just use the future to escape the present.” - Alaska Young.
“It’s not life or death, the labyrinth. Suffering. Doing wrong and having 
wrong things happen to you. That’s the problem. Bolivar was talking about 
the pain, not about the living or dying. How do you get out of the labyrinth 
of suffering?” - Alaska Young.
I know so many last words. But I will never know hers.” - Pudge (Miles).
After all this time, it still seems to me like straight and fast is the only way 
out—but I choose the labyrinth. The labyrinth blows, but I choose it.” -
Pudge (Miles). 
“The only way out of the labyrinth of suffering is to forgive.” ― Pudge 
(Miles).



ESSENCE

Looking for Alaska is a coming-of-age novel that touches on themes of 
meaning, grief, hope, and youth–adult relationships.
The theme of hope plays a major role in Looking for Alaska. Even though 
some of the novel's prominent themes are about death, grief and loss, 
Green ties hope into the end of the novel to solve Pudge's internal 
conflict that is incited by Alaska's death.
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