
From the beginning of times
medicine was not only a cure for
death but also a sophisticated
complex of psychological traits,
strong beliefs, skills, knowledge
and accuracy, courage, despair
and fearlessness from both sides:
the healer and the patient. And
from this very beginning the
ethical problems appeared so let
us consider some of those which
are acute nowadays.
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First of all medical errors have
to be mentioned. This is the most
topical problem among all due to
being the most common reason of
ethical debates in medicine.

One of the most crucial ethical
problems in medicine concerns
abortion. The doctor who conducts
such a surgery must definitely have
nerves of steel to make what pro-
lifers consider killing possible. 

Such operations involve immediate
interventions to save lives, which
could on the other hand
irreparable consequences
including disability and
operations on mentally
unhealthy people who are not
proven to be competent to decide
such matters.

Euthanasia is forbidden in most
countries but it still exists. This is
believed to be the most acute ethical
issue in modern-day medicine which
causes the most fervent debates all
over the world.

The next ethical problem touches operating people who
do not want to be operated. It’s when their relatives
give permission and the patient is under certain
conditions where he himself cannot be asked about his
will. 



The most successfully solvable
ethical issue is the one
concerning testing drugs and
performing researches on
animals. This is evidently
inevitable but animal protectors
still fight for animal rights,
which surely takes its toll mainly
in testing cosmetics and not
highly dangerous drugs.

And last but not least is number of forbidden
researches and forced surgeries. We have all heard
about operations held during World War II in Nazi
Germany and USSR involving attempts to create a
perfect human and those performed in the US especially
in the field of psychiatry. There were no widespread
humanitarian movements at that time, they appeared
later along with declarations and conventions that
protect human rights. So now it is officially forbidden
to conduct such operations, although scientists have
always found the way to go into hiding in the name of
future and science actually. There are no worldwide
known organizations or people who are believed to
perform illegal researches that risk human lives for
untrustworthy purposes, however I am strongly
convinced they take place in our modern world, they
are just hidden too well for us to see.

Medicine had always aimed
to save people’s lives even
though sometimes
handicapped or terminally
ill people cannot deal
with their physical
difficulties. But nowadays
facing the same human
rights I’ve mentioned an
individual an decide what
to do with his body before
he is not able to do so
anymore. He could agree
to become and organ
donor or a science
contribution, which I
should say is a difficult
but incredibly valuable
decision. So let us thank
our medical prodigies who
drive progress and those
who selflessly agree to
become part of it. 


