The story of Greta Thunberg, now 16, has been much told, but rarely well. She
is the Swedish schoolgirl who, in August last year, decided to school strike for
climate and sparked a global movement — about 1.6 million people in 133
countries. The one who has covered Time magazine, met Obama and been
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. The one who has given speeches at the
UN, Davos and the British parliament. We have ten years, she will often say in
her speeches, to stave off a chain reaction that will forever alter the future of
our planet. If we only start listening when she’s 26, it’ll already be too late.

Thunberg often credits her Asperger’s as her superpower rather than a setback:
she sees the world more clearly. And so she can’t understand why we’re
ignoring what should be the front page on every day’s papers. As she putitina
speech in Parliament Square in London on 31 October 2018, “I have Asperger’s
syndrome and, to me, almost everything is black or white. | think in many ways
that we autistic are the normal ones and the rest of the people are pretty
strange. They keep saying that climate change is an existential threat and the
most important issue of all. And yet they just carry on like before.”

She finds herself bullied relentlessly. The children can sense she’s different and
that difference is reason enough. But her parents only discover it when her
father, Svante, takes her to the school Christmas party and finds that, even with
him standing next to her, her classmates openly point and laugh.

She is diagnosed with Asperger’s, high-functioning autism and obsessive -
compulsive disorder. To her mother, though, it's a diagnosis that comes with
relief rather than worry; a feeling that the woods have cleared and finally there
is a path to follow.

When Thunberg addressed the World Economic Forum in Davos on 25 January,
she began with the words, “Our house is on fire. | am here to say, ‘Our house is
on fire.”” We are less than 12 years away, she pointed out, from being unable
to undo our mistakes. At a minimum, we need to reduce our CO2 emissions by
at least 50 per cent immediately. She ended with this plea for urgency: “l want
you to act as you would in a crisis. | want you to act as if our house is on fire.
Because it is.”

Greta Thunberg’s school strike for climate began on 20 August 2018, following
a heatwave and wildfires in Sweden. She would not attend school until the
Swedish general election on 9 September 2018. Since then, along with millions
around the world, she has been on strike every Friday, demanding, among
other things, that Sweden aligns with the Paris Climate Agreement.

IcTopito I'peTn TyHbepr, AKii 3apa3 16 pokis, 6araTo pasis nepeckasysanu, ane piaKko
nobpe. BoHa - WwBeacbKa WKOASAPKA, AKa B CEPMHI MMHY/IOFO POKY BUPILLXAA NPOBECTH
WKINbHUA CTpaiik 3apagM KNimaTy i posnoyana rnobanbHU pyx — [0 AKOro
npueaHanocb 6a13bko 1,6 minbimoHa ntogen y 133 kpaiHax. HKypHan Time po3mictms
Ha obKnaauHui i oTto, BOHa 3ycTpivyanacb 3 Obamoto Ta 6yna HOmiHOBaHa Ha
HobeniscbKy npemito mupy. BoHa BucTynana 3 pgonosigamm B OOH, [asoci Ta
BpuTaHCbKOMY Map/iameHTi. Y Hac € AecATb POKiB, YaCcTO rOBOPMTb BOHA Yy CBOIX
BMUCTYNax, Wo6 CTpMMaTU NaHUIOIOBY peakLilo, AKa Ha3aBKAW 3MiHUTb MalbOyTHE
HaLWOi NaHeTU. AKLWO MM NOYHEMO CYXaTH il MLe Ko ih BUNOBHUTLCA 26, To byae
BKe Mi3HO.

TyH6epr yacTo po3LiHoE cMHAPOM Acrnieprepa AK CBOK CYNepcuy, a He nepeLKkoay:
BOHa 6auyuTb CBIT YiTKiWe. | TOMy BOHA HE MOXKE 3PO3YMITU, YHOMY MW iTHOPYEMO Te,
WO Ma€e OyTW Ha Meplmx WNanbTax y WOAEHHUX raseTax. fIK CKasana BOHA Y CBOIl
npomosi Ha [MapnameHTcbkin naowi B JIoHAOHI 31 »oBTHA 2018 poKy, «y MeHe
cuHApom Acneprepa, i 4na MeHe malixKe Bce YopHe abo bine. A gymato, wo barato y
YOMY MM, ayTUCTU, - HOPMAJIbHI 104N, @ pewwTa Ataen 4OCUTb ANBHI. BOHW NOCTiMHO
KaXKyTb, WO 3MiHM KAiMaTy - Le eK3UCTEHLiMHA 3arpo3a i HanBaXNuMBile NUTaHHA 3
YCiX iCHYtOUMX. | BCe X BOHM NPOCTO NPOAOBXKYIOTb }KUTU AK paHiwey.

3 Hel yacTto 3HywatoTbca. [itv BigyyBaloTb, WO BOHA iHAKWa, i uA Pi3HMUA €
OO0CTaTHbOK NPUYMHOK Ansa ByniHry. Ane ii 6aTbKM BUABAAIOTL Le AnLle ToAi, Koau i
6aTbko, CBaHTe, BiABOAMTD ii Ha LWKiNbHY pi3ABAHY BEYiPKY i NOMIYaE, WO HABiTb KOAK
BiH CTOITb NOPYY, il OAHOKMACHMKMN BiAKPUTO BKA3YHOTb HA Hei NanbLUAMM i CMiOTbCA.
Y Hei fgiarHocTyloTb cUHApom Acneprepa, BUCOKOQYHKLIOHANbHUI ayTU3m Ta
o0b6cecMBHO-KOMNYbCUBHUI po3nag. OgHak ana ii maTepi wen AiarHo3 NPUHOCUTL
NONErweHHs, @ He XBUKOBAHHA; BiAYYTTA, WO NiC PO3CTYNUBCA i, HapewTi, € WAX,
AKMM Tpeba cnigysaTty.

Konu 25 ciyHa TyH6epr BucTynuna Ha BcecBiTHboMy eKOHOMIYHOMY dopymi B [aBoci,
BOHa NoYana CBOK NPOMOBY ciioBamu: «Haw gim nanae. A TyT, Wo6 ckasatn: «Haw
OyAMHOK Nanae». B Hac € meHLwe HiX 12 poKiB, - 3a3Ha4YnIa BOHA, - 4,0 MOMEHTY, KOU
MU ByLeMOo BXKe He B 3MO3i BUMPABUTM HaLi NOMUAKMK. AK MiHiMym, Ham NoTpiGHO
HeralHo 3HM3NTU BUKMAM CO2 woHanMmeHwe Ha 50 BiAcOTKiB. 3akiHUMa BOHa Le
3aK/IMKOM A0 TepMiHOBMX Aili: «f xouy, W06 BM Aiann Tak, AK 64 BU Aiann nig yac
Kpu3sun. Al xouy, Wwob BM Aisnn Tak, HiIbM Haw 6yAMHOK roputb. bo BiH Taku nanae."
LLKinbHMIA cTpaiik 3a Kaimat ['petn TyHBepr posnoyasca 20 cepnHa 2018 poky nicna
CUNbHOI CNeKn Ta noxex y LUBeuji. BoHa He BiABiayBaTMMe LUKONY A0 3arajibHUX
Bubopis y LUseuii, Aki Bigdbyaytbca 9 BepecHa 2018 poKy. Biatoai pasom i3
MifibllOHaMM Yy BCbOMY CBiTi BOHa CTPalKy€e WON'ATHULLi, BUMarato4um, oKpim iHLoro,
wob Lseuis aoTpumysanacb MapusbKoi KNiMaTUYHOT yroau.
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