Archaeological report: Brussels, 8 May 2095

Digital archaeologists find occasional gems in the vast European information repository. Taken
from the mountain of uncatalogued ephemera, this text is written in a style suggesting
composition in the early 21st century, possibly even on paper.

Diary fragment 1:

Dear Diary,

Day 1 of our boating holiday on the Sire in Luxembourg! Up at the crack of dawn to get to the
departure point. Ten minutes to learn the ropes and then off we set in our canoes!

There was not a breath of wind as we drifted downstream, sometimes passing an angler staring
intently at his float, or a group of children paddling. When | commented that the signs on the two
sides of the river looked like they were written in different languages, Dad grinned: “They’re
two different countries — Germany on our left and Luxembourg on our right! We’re navigating
pretty much along the border!”

Analytical note 1:
In this period, geographical information was provided in the form of metal panels or ‘signs’
mounted on poles. Numerous examples can now be found in museums.

Diary fragment 2:

I couldn’t get over that — | mean, if we want to go abroad we have to get on a plane or a ferry,
but here you can cross to another country without even having to show a passport. The joy of
Schengen!

Analytical note 2:

Schengen was an early, and highly significant, stage in the dismantling of European border
barriers. European union was long and complex, encountering frequent obstacles. Indeed many
predicted that it would not survive the Covid pandemic.

Diary fragment 3:

After last night’s hotel (really scraping the bottom of the barrel!), I was prepared for the worst
tonight, but 1 have my own room with its own bathroom and everything! In the lounge, | scraped
together enough German to introduce myself to an Austrian group |1 met, and soon we were
chatting away nineteen to the dozen.

Dinner was hearty — fine by me as | had worked up a ravenous appetite. But soon | felt my
eyelids drooping and excused myself. So here I am, writing by the light of my bedside lamp,
looking forward to new adventures on the waterways of Europe tomorrow.

Analytical note 3:

For the unknown writer of this text, Schengen represented a way for holiday-makers to enjoy
Europe’s rivers. Looking back on this tumultuous century, it is now clear that working in union
was vital for European nations to face the challenges that lay ahead.



ApxeoJsioriunui 3BiT: bproccenb, 8 TpaBus, 2095 pik

[udpoBi apxeonoru yac Bij 4acy 3HAXOAATh NEPIUHU Y BETUYE3HOMY €BPOTICHCHKOMY CXOBHIIII
iHdopmarnii. OOpaHuii i3 Kyny HEKaTaJIOrOBaHUX OJHOJICHOK, IIEH TEKCT HAITMCAHUH Y
CTHJIICTHIII, 110 HABOJUTH HA TYMKY IPO KOMIIO3UIIIO Ha MOYaTKy 21 CTOMITTS, MOXKIIUBO, HABITh
Ha TarepoBoi.

@®parMeHT moOAeHHUKA 1:

Jloporuii lOACHHUKY,

[lepmuii genp Hamoi BiamycTku Ha yoBHi Ha piuni Cypi B JlrokcemOyp3i! IlinHatucs Ha
CBITaHKY, 1100 JicTaTHCA A0 MyHKTY BignpaBieHHs. JlecsTb XBUINH, 1100 BUBYUTH CHACTI, a
MOTIM MM PYIIIAEMO B HAIlIUX KaHOE!

XKonnoro noauxy BITPY, KOJIM MU ApeiidyBanu BHU3 3a TEUI€I0, 1HOA1 MPOTKIHKAI0UYH MTOB3
pubanKy, IKuii yBa)KHO TUBUBCS Ha CBiH MOIIABOK, 00 TPYITy JiTeH, 1m0 BeciayBaimu. Komu s
3ayBa)kKuB, 1110 3HAKU Ha 000X Oeperax piuku BUTISAIAIOTH TaK, HIOW BOHHM HAIMKCaHI PI3HUMH
MOBaMH, TaTo nmocMixHyBcst: «Lle nBi pi3Hi kpainn — Himewunna 3miBa Bix Hac i JIrokcemOypr
cipaBa! Mu pyxaeMocst Maiike B3JOBX KOPIOHY!»

AHaJliTH4HA 3anuckKa 1:
V neit nepion reorpadiyHa iHpopMallis HajlaBajacs y BUTJIAII METaJIeBUX MaHesnei abo
«3HAaKiB», BCTAHOBJIEHUX Ha cTOBMax. bararo npukiaziB 3apa3 MO)KHa 3HAWTH B My3esX.

@parMeHT HIOAeHHUKA 2!

$1 He MIT 3MHUPHTHUCS 3 IIUM — 5T MO Ha yBa3i, KIIO0 MU X0YEMO TI0iXaTH 3a KOP/IOH, HaM
noTpiOHO CiCTH Ha JiTak ado MOPOM, ajie TyT BU MOXKETe NEPEeTHYTH 1HIIY KpaiHy, HaBiTh HE
MoKa3yr4u nacnopt. Xsana [llenreny!

AHaJIiTHYHA 3aMUCcKa 2:

[Ilenren OyB paHHIM 1 1y’K€ BaXKJIMBUM €TAallOM CTHPAHHS €BPONEHCHKUX MPUKOPIOHHUX
Oap’epiB. €BpOMNENUCHKUIT CO03 OyB TPUBAIUM 1 CKJIQJTHAM, HATPATUISIOUN HA YacTi MEPEITKOIH.
HilicHo, 6araTo XTo nepeadayas, 1m0 BiH He nepexuBe nanaemiro Covid.

®parMeHT HI0AeHHUKA 3:

[Ticis MuHysI0T0 Bedopa B roresi (MKpsou 1o 3acikax!) st 0yB rOTOBHIA 10 HAUTIPIIIOTO
CHOT'OJIHI BBEUEpi, ajJie B MEHE € BJIaCHA KIMHATa 3 OCOOMCTOIO0 BAaHHOIO KIMHATOIO Ta BCIM
iHmuM! Y BecTrOI0I1 51 3rajiaB JOCTaTHHO HIMEIBKOT, 00 MPeICTABUTHUCS aBCTPINCHKIN TPy,
SIKY s 3yCTpiB, 1 He3a0apoM MU TIpodaakaiy BiJi CbOMOI 1O TBAHAAIISTOI.

OO6ix OyB CUTHUM — SIK Ha MEHE, 100pe, OCKUIbKYA B MEHE IPOKUHYBCS CHIIbHUH aneTut. Ane
He3a0apoM 5 BITUYB, SIK y MEHE OIyCKAIOThHCS MOBIKH, 1 BUOaunBCs. OCh 5 TyT, MUNTY MPHU CBITII
MOE€1 HIYHOT JJaMIIH, 3 HETEPITIHHSAM YE€Kal0Yl HOBHX MPUT0/ Ha BOAHUX HUIAXaxX €BpOIU 3aBTpa.

AHajiTH4Ha 3anucka 3:

Jlnst HeBimoMoro aBTopa 11boro TeKcTy LIleHreH sBisiB co0010 CIocio M1 BiMTOYHBAIOUNX
HACOJIOJUTHUCS €BPONIEHCHKUMHE piukaMu. O3Uparounch Ha3al Ha 1e OypXJIUBE CTOJITTS, TEHEP
CTa€ 3p03yMisio, 0 poOoTa B CHLII OyJia )KUTTEBO BaYKIMBOIO ISl EBPONICHCHKUX HAIIiH, 1100
MIPOTUCTOSTH BUKIIUKAM, SIKI YEKAIOTh MOTICPETY.



