                                      Should Abortion Be Legalized Worldwide?
[bookmark: _GoBack]For many centuries abortion has been a taboo, leaving women without a choice. Even nowadays, many countries refuse to legalize abortion, making their female citizens desperately turn to unsafe procedures. According to the World Health Organization, about 8 million unsafe abortions are performed annually in the most dangerous conditions: by unskilled people using harmful methods (1). However, more and more people realize the importance for women to have control over their lives. With the feminist movement on the rise, the legalization of abortion worldwide is possible as never before. This is an essential step towards a free, safe, and healthy environment for women.
First of all, the decision to opt for an abortion is an expression of free will. Nowadays, as we are fighting for equality and freedom for everyone, it is vital to provide women with all human rights. We should respect the choice of every woman, no matter if it contradicts our morality. Moreover, Livio Zilli, the UN representative at the International Commission of Jurists, explains that abortion does not deny any other rights, even the right to life of the preborn (2). According to the UN Human Rights Committee, safe and legal access to abortion is a human right protected under the ICCPR, including, in particular, under the right to life as it begins at birth (3). Thus, with the legalization of abortion worldwide, women can legally get the right that obviously must belong to them as humans.
Furthermore, the legalization of abortion would create a safer environment for women. According to the Center of Reproductive Rights, 27% women of reproductive age live in countries where abortion is prohibited (5%) or carried out only to save woman's life (22%), while for 14% of women abortion is allowed only to preserve health (4). All these women (36% or 686 million) live in developing countries and don't have legal control of their lives. In this situation, women are compelled to seek any possible variants to undergo the procedure.  Shockingly, World Health Organization claims that the rate of abortions was higher in developing countries than in developed, and around 25 million unsafe abortions were estimated to have taken place worldwide each year, almost all in developing countries (1). It shows that even dangerous methods don't stop women from undergoing abortions. The only way to solve this problem is to legalize abortions as it will provide women with proper medical care, safe methods, and appropriate conditions, controlled by the government.
On the other hand, legalized abortion may promote irresponsible behavior among youth.  Young adults without appropriate sex education may have more unprotected sex, without considering getting STDs. Young couples would easily get rid of unwanted pregnancy, which is usually their prime concern. However, according to Pamela K. Kohler et al., teenagers who receive comprehensive sex education have a much less chance of becoming pregnant than adolescents who get no formal sex education or a conservative one with the only-until-marriage idea (5). It proves that the legalization of abortion may only be beneficial in countries with a comprehensive course of sex education. Otherwise, young women may undergo several abortions that would harm their health and make them infertile. 
To summarize, the legalization of abortion is vital to develop a comfortable environment for women. It will decrease the number of dangerous abortions as the government will control both methods and conditions in which abortions are performed. However, before the legalization, governments should ensure that their countries have a proper level of sex education to inform youth about possible risks. 
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