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                The justice system of the United States and the United Kingdom
The term justice system is generally understood as “the set of agencies and process established by governments to control crime and impose penalties on those who violate laws” (p.21). The justice system refers to the institutions which regulate the behavior of individuals in society. Most studies focus only on policing which release custodial sentences. But after the sentence there is a period of probation during which people are still parts of the legal system. There are several categories of the system: substantive law, procedural law, system of policing, international police cooperation. The main purposes of the justice system in The United States are prevention of the crimes, maintaining standards of behavior, investigation of crimes, dealing with those who is accused of committing crimes, establishment of courts in order to hear testimonies against defendants. The purpose of the legal system is not just arresting, prosecution or punishment criminals. The entire system is aimed on creation of safe and upcoming community. The justice systems in the United States of America and the United Kingdom have the same historical root and a lot of similarities. But there are no countries with identical legal systems. There is a need for research which will broaden knowledge, distinguish similarities and differences of the justice systems of the both countries. 
The United States, as well as the United Kingdom, is based on a common law system. The main principle of such law system is the principle of precedent. Judges must always respect court’s legal decisions about issues. Judges can challenge the issues if they either differ from the precedent or belong to a higher court. The courts of the justice system are of the greatest importance. For example, the Supreme Court in America establishes principles and rules which are binding on all other courts and administrations in the country. Absolutely all decisions must be followed if they are made by the Supreme Court (p.35). Bernard Shaw once said: “The UK and the USA are two countries separated by one common law system”(p.120). As America was one of the British colonies, the justice system of the USA originates in Britain. After the United States obtained independence, the country created the common law drew on the Constitution. The UK, on the contrary, still uses the Common Law as the main legal system.  The substantive law and the procedural law are two important concepts of the American and British legal systems which come from the common law. “The substantive law focuses on individual’s rights and responsibilities as they are owed to each other and to the state” (p.45). For example, it imposes penalties for offences, defines the type of crime and its severity. The UK’s substantive law is based on the principles of judicial decisions (p.32). The procedural law defines how criminal case will be happened. The law states that the accuser should prove all elements of the crime for defendant to be convinced of the crime. Required elements depend on the gravity of the offence. The substantive and procedural laws enforce in the Supreme Court. In fact, the court systems vary in the USA and the UK.
The Court in the United States exists in two independent systems – federal and state. Federal system shares power between state governments and national government. The Constitution provides enormous power to federal governments. Federal and state systems complement each other. Indeed it is impossible to sustain one without the other. Federal jurisdiction is subdivided into District Court, United States Court of Appeal and the Supreme 
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Court of the United States. The District court is designated by the President and handles cases of violations either of Constitution or other Federal Law (p.52). United States Court of appeal has original jurisdiction in case involving challenge against order of federal regulatory. The Supreme Court is the highest and the most important one. The State Court System includes inferior courts (responsible for minor violations), superior courts (more serious cases) and State Supreme Court (responsible for cases of large-scale violations). Judicial system of United Kingdom, conversely to American judicial system, is not unified. Each part of the country (England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) has its own system. In certain issues, the Tribunal plays an important role in the jurisdiction of the whole country. English and Welsh courts are senior and subordinate courts. Senior courts include Court of Appeal, High Court of Justice, and Crown Court. Subordinate courts include youth court, country court, family proceeding court and magistrate’s court (p.29).
In the USA the criminal process begins after violation of the law, arrest of the accused person, his indictment, then trial and appeal. The prosecution is made by the attorneys. An action is established as a crime only if Congress, a State Legislature or other government body can verify it. The crime could be punished only by the State. In contrast to the criminal procedure of the US system, English criminal procedure can have private prosecution. “Anyone can institute against the alleged offender” (p.27). That does not mean that courts are crowded by the people who want to take part in proceedings. British citizens usually report a crime to the police and let them do their job. Cost is the main obstacle for many people. Prosecution requires lots of expenditures and most citizens could not afford it. Citizen’s right to administer justice is very important constitutional decision. In practice, people use this right only in cases of attack and looting. The police, as well as the citizens, has to face with much costs during taking criminal defendant to court. But police prosecution is funded and, moreover, all difficult legal issues can be sent to Police Solicitors. The police, as its own discretion, may institute different criminal cases – from the violations of traffic rules to homicides. Policemen play a major role in almost all these cases. The most serious cases are usually referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions. If the criminal case is referred to the Director, the Treasury Counsel should conduct the prosecution. Such counsels are not public and are responsible only for director’s cases paid from the State fund. 
Comparing the justice system of the United States and the United Kingdom, it is important to bypass the policing system and international police cooperation. American police system is the most decentralized system in the whole world. It has unique degree of overlap and conflicts of jurisdiction. The police structure includes local-level police, country law enforcement, state law enforcement, federal law enforcement. The most serious crimes are investigated by the FBI (the Federal Bureau of Investigation). Their work focuses on different violations of the civil rights and terrorist activities. The FBI works closely with local and state police departments. The most enduring police agency is Interpol. The primary task of Interpol is “to coordinate a multilateral fight against transnational crime by addressing the obstacles to cooperation that ensue from isolation/nationalist attitudes” (p.11-12). The United Kingdom belongs to the countries which have forceful central leadership together with regional police forces. The UK policing has characteristics of both centralization and decentralization. British 
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police system includes forty three policing forces in separate geographic area with own jurisdiction. Interestingly, the country is not federal, but its approach is considered to be federalist in the case of independence of each of the force. Local police has to report to the Police Crime Commissions in case of serious and organized crimes (p.30). Notwithstanding the high level of local autonomy of the police, all decisions on the national policy, learning and facilities are made by the College of Policing. 
In conclusion, M.A.Glendon said: “Legal norms can not be fully understood without some knowledge of their sources, their political, social and economic purposes; the milieu in which they operate; the rule of the legal profession; the operation of the court system.” (p.125). The justice systems of the United States of America and United Kingdom have a lot of similarities because of the same language and common history. But they are not identical. Each of them has lots of laws and regulations. Key differences lay in the issues of judicial system, policing system, substantive and procedural law. Comparing and contrasting the justice systems of two countries give opportunity to get more comprehensive understanding of their law functioning.
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