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Offensive combat of mechanized (tank) platoon
The preparation of an attack in a platoon starts with getting a mission and it includes the following: the organization of the attack, the preparation of the platoon for the execution of the combat mission, the preparation of a location in a launch area (in a launch site) of a company, practical work of a commander in units.

The organization of the attack consists in understanding the mission, orders as to the preparation of the platoon for its execution, evaluating the situation, making a decision and farther its depicting on a map, conducting of the reconnaissance; giving orders, the organization of cooperation, all-round combat and control support.
During the ascertaining of the mission the platoon commander must understand the aim of future activities and the mission of the company (during the hasty attack − a route of moving forward, a launch point, a point of deployment into company and platoon columns, points of airborne landing to tanks (of mechanized units to vehicles), a line of secure removal, a line of dismounting for a mechanized company, which attacks on foot, an assault line and time needed for passing the points; means of reinforcement; the soonest mission and the direction of the attack of supporters; during the attack from the position of immediate collision with enemy − to understand the launch site and time to take it up, means of reinforcement; the soonest mission and the direction of the attack of supporters);
the mission of the platoon (a platoon place in the company combat formation, the launch site and time to take it up (during the attack from position of immediate collision with enemy), the assault line and the line of dismounting (during the attack on foot), means of reinforcement, attack objectives and the direction of the attack);
the objectives (targets) along the direction of the platoon attack, which are offended with means of senior commanders;

the mission of neighbors (the assault line and the line of dismounting (during the attack from the position of immediate collision with enemy − to understand the launch site), objectives of the attack and its direction) and the order of cooperation with them;

the time of readiness to mission accomplishment, the report about reached decision and work on a terrain.
As a result of forming the mission the platoon commander makes conclusions, in which he defines the matter of combat mission: on what objects and targets the efforts of the platoon and added means should be concentrated to destroy them; combat formation during the attack of the 1st echelon and the attack in deep defense line of the enemy; time for the preparation to the attack.

 Evaluating the situation, the platoon commander must learn about the following: the enemy (staff, its location, the possible character of its activities, places of location of its fire means before the attack front and on flanks and their possible maneuver), state, security and possibilities of the platoon and added units (fire means); staff, location, the possible character of actions of neighbors and conditions of cooperation with them; features of the terrain, its protective and camouflage qualities, beneficial avenue of approach to the forward edge of the enemy, the entanglement and obstacles, conditions of observation and fire. Moreover, the platoon commander takes into account the weather conditions, seasons, time of day and their influence on the preparation and the conduct of the attack.
The platoon commander defines in his decision the following: the order and ways of destruction of enemy during the attack (what enemy, where and how to destroy, defining the order of its offending with fire from the staff armament, added fire means and platoon activities); the order of its combat formation; missions for units (tanks), added units (fire means), the organization of control.
The decision of platoon commander is written on the work map, where the following points are depicted: the plan of trenches and ways of connection on enemy defense area, the location of its fire means before front of platoon assault and on its flanks to the depth of platoon combat mission, the possible character of enemy activities, the launch site of the platoon, the object of attack and targets on which it is necessary to concentrate the efforts of the platoon, targets, which are destroyed with means of senior commanders, place and number of gap through mine-explosive engagement, and during the hasty attack – the point of deployment into platoon columns, the assault line, the line of dismounting (during the attack on foot).
During the reconnaissance the platoon commander studies the terrain, orients the staff and specifies the following: the plan of forward defense edge of the enemy and positions of its fire means, especially antitank means, places and the character of entanglements, obstacles, and also targets, which are destroyed with means of senior commander; combat missions of units (tanks) and added fire means; the assault line and the line of secure removal, gaps in entanglements and through obstacles, their designation, places of hanging on tanks rolling mine sweep. Moreover, during the hasty attack he specifies the route of moving forward, the line of deployment, points of airborne landing to tanks and dismounting, and during the position of immediate collision with enemy – the launch site (a part of trench, entrenchments) for the attack, routes of exit to the platoon (unit) for MICVs, places for passing of tanks and their designation. 

As a rule commanders of platoons (tanks) and sometimes operators (drivers) of MICVs and tanks take part in reconnaissance.
During the organization of the combat mission for his subordinate staff, the commander of mechanized (tank) platoon indicates the following: the object of the attack and targets, on which the main efforts to destroy must be concentrated, the direction of attack and the assault line (during the attack from the position of immediate collision with enemy − the launch site).
During the attack on foot the commander of mechanized platoon indicates the places of dismounting, and during the organization of missions for his deputy – the order of fire of MICVs, their place in combat formation of the platoon and the order of movement; for a gunner – targets for destroying, the order of fire and the place in combat formation; for a sniper − targets for destroying, the order of fire and the place in the combat formation; for medical orderly rifleman – missions and the place of stay.
During the organization of cooperation the commander must:
during the attack from the position of immediate collision with enemy to indicate the order of taking up the launch site (a part of trench, entrenchments) for the attack, passing the tanks through the combat formation, the entrance and occupation of places by MICVs, and the commander of the tank platoon – the order of passing tanks through the positions of mechanized units and fire while moving forward for attack;
during the hasty attack to indicate the order of moving forward to the assault line, the line of deployment into combat formation; fire with small arms, MICVs and tanks, the order of moving forward to attack, working out the places of passing through the enemy entanglements, including those which are mounted with means of long-distance mining, and also measures of security in case of causing fire casualty for the enemy;

to coordinate the activities of units (tanks), fire and maneuver groups (if they are formed) among each other and with added fire means, with neighbors, and the commanders of antitank and grenade launcher platoons – to coordinate the activities of their units with mechanized units due to missions, lines, time and ways of mission execution;
to indicate the order of fire on air targets and measures as to the defense from highly accurate weapon of the enemy;

to inform about the signals of announcement, control, cooperation and the order of actions as to their execution.

During the organization of control the platoon commander specifies (inform) messages and the order of radio and signal means usage, signals of announcement and cooperation.
The tactical camouflage is organized by the commander of platoon (unit, tank) on the base of gotten mission and instructions as to the camouflage of the company (platoon) commander. As a rule, it is conducted regularly by own manpower, as during the preparation for attack, so during the route of moving forward.
As to the tactical camouflage the main measures are the following: the use of camouflage characteristics of the terrain, local objectives, night and another conditions of restricted visibility at the moment of location in a launch area, taking up the launch site (change) and removal to the assault line during the  hasty attack; the engineer arrangement of platoon location (the launch site) during the hasty attack (from the position of immediate collision with the enemy); the use of standard means of camouflage and local materials during the preparation to attack and sprays (smokes) during the attack; keeping to the rules of radio discipline and taffic with saving the previous regime of units activities during the shift (taking up the launch site) and the preparation to the execution of a mission; strict carrying out of demands of camouflage discipline; decreasing of heat and optical contrast range of radiolocation armament thanks to the mounting of heatscattering screens over the heat radiation surfaces of MICVs, tanks; the opportune exposure and removing of decamouflage features.
The platoon commander organizes the engineer supply due to the received mission and instructions from the company commander.
During the organization of engineer supply the platoon commander indicates the following: the amount and terms of engineer supply of platoon location (the launch site), where, when and how much equipment and material to get for engineer supply; the order of designation of the route of moving forward to the line of deployment into company and platoon columns, the column route of platoon; the order of overcoming the remote mounted mine fields and obstacles while moving forward to the assault line, ways of overcoming the engineer entanglements and obstacles before the forward edge of enemy defense, the place and number of passage, its designation, the order of platoon moving forward and overcoming of entanglements; ways and time for making passages through the enemy entanglements; while forcing of water obstacles − routes of exit to water obstacle for each MICV, tank; moreover, the tank platoon commander indicates the place of loading to the steamboat and a number of a steamboat.
