Harper Lee. Biography
American writer Nell Harper Lee (Nelle Harper Lee) was born April 28, 1926 in the small town of Monroville in southwestern Alabama. She was the youngest of four children of Amasa Coleman Lee and Frans Cunningham Finch Lee. Her father, the former owner and editor of the newspaper, was a lawyer, and from 1926 to 1938 was in the public service.
In 1944-1945, Lee studied at Huntington College, from 1945 to 1949 she studied law at the University of Alabama, then for a year she studied at Oxford. She did not receive a diploma of higher education, she moved to New York and worked there as an agent for the pre-sale of tickets in the airline "Eastern Airlines" and BOCA ("British Overseas Airways Corporation").
Deciding to seriously engage in writing, Lee left her regular job, and settled in a cheap New York apartment. Here she began to work on the book "To Kill a Mockingbird" which in its original form was a series of short stories, united by common characters. In 1957, she showed the manuscript at the Lippincott publishing house, where she was asked to transform the stories into a single novel. The next two and a half years, Harper Lee rewrote the manuscript, and in 1959 her novel was finished. Published in 1960, the novel immediately became one of the most popular and widely read works in the United States. Soon the book was published in Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Denmark, Holland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, and later in other countries of the world. In 1961, the novel "To Kill a Mockingbird" won the Pulitzer Prize for Literature. It was translated into Russian in 1964.
“To Kill a Mockingbird” is an almost autobiographical novel based on the writer's childhood memories. The narration is conducted from the face of a tomboy girl, named “Scout”, who lives in a provincial town during the Great Depression and, growing up, gradually comprehends dark aspects of human nature. She and her brother Jim are involved in the adult world of racial prejudice, deception, limitation, ignorance and hatred.
In 1962, director Robert Mulligan shot the film of the same name based on the novel To Kill a Mockingbird. The role of Atticus Finch, the father of the main character, was played by actor Gregory Peck, who received the Oscar and Golden Globe awards for this role.
In 1966, US President Lyndon Johnson appointed Harper Lee National Art Advisor.
In 2005, Lee received an award from the Los Angeles Public Library for achievements in literature. And on May 21, 2006 - an honorary degree at the University of Notterdam.
On November 6, 2007, Harper Lee was awarded the highest civilian award of the United States, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, which she received from the hands of George W. Bush.
In 2010, the writer was awarded the National Medal of the United States in the field of arts for achievements in literature.
Since the publication of "To Kill a Mockingbird," she practically did not give interviews, several times began to work on new novels, but every time was unhappy with the result and refused to publish them. As a result, in addition to the novel "To Kill a Mockingbird", only a few short essays of the writer were published.
February 19 2016 Harper Lee died at the age of 89.

Other works
According to Lee's lawyer Tonja Carter, following an initial meeting to appraise Lee's assets in 2011, she re-examined Lee's safe-deposit box in 2014 and found the manuscript for Go Set a Watchman. After contacting Lee and reading the manuscript, she passed it on to Lee's agent Andrew Nurnberg.

On February 3, 2015, it was announced that HarperCollins would publish Go Set a Watchman, which includes versions of many of the characters in To Kill a Mockingbird. According to a HarperCollins press release, it was originally thought that the Watchman manuscript was lost. According to Nurnberg, Mockingbird was originally intended to be the first book of a trilogy: "They discussed publishing Mockingbird first, Watchman last, and a shorter connecting novel between the two."
Jonathan Mahler's account in The New York Times of how Watchman was only ever really considered to be the first draft of Mockingbird makes this assertion seem unlikely. Evidence where the same passages exist in both books, in many cases word for word, also further refutes this assertion.
The book was controversially published in July 2015 as a sequel to To Kill a Mockingbird, though it has been confirmed to be the first draft of the latter, with many narrative incongruities, repackaged and released as a completely separate work. The book is set some 20 years after the time period depicted in Mockingbird, when Scout returns as an adult from New York to visit her father in Maycomb, Alabama.
The publication of the novel (announced by her lawyer) raised concerns over why Lee, who for 55 years had maintained that she would never write another book, would suddenly choose to publish again. In February 2015, the State of Alabama, through its Human Resources Department, launched an investigation into whether Lee was competent enough to consent to the publishing of Go Set a Watchman. The investigation found that the claims of coercion and elder abuse were unfounded, and, according to Lee's lawyer, Lee was "happy as hell" with the publication.

The plot of “To Kill a Mockingbird“
To start with, I should mention an epigraph of the novel “Lawyers, I suppose, were children once”. It relates to the one of the main character and a head of the Finch family -   Atticus Finch. He was a father of 2 children – 10-year-old boy Jem and 6-year-old girl Jean Louise nicknamed Scout.  He was like a mother for them because she passed away many years ago. Also there was a black woman cook named Calpurnia, who was strict and kind at the same time.  This small family   was one of the oldest in the area and lived quiet happily on the main residential street in an old town Maycomb. The father was very useful for resident because of his job – he was a lawyer and he refused to help no one whether it's writing a will or defending in court. The story took place during three years (1933–35) of the Great Depression. 
This story began with the arrival of Charles Baker Harris, folks called him Dill. He was from Mississippi and he was spending the summer with his aunt. They became friends very fast and without hesitation Jem and Scout told him about their neighbor Boo Radley (страшила Редли). His real name was Arthur Radley. Different rumors circulated around town about him. Once he stabbed by scissors the leg of his father while he was cutting pictures. Then his father locked him in the house and didn`t let him go out.  So nobody approached to his house. Especially children. But curiosity won and 3 kids ran to the gate of Radley`s house to prove their courage and bravery many times. 
In autumn Scout started first grade. The first day wasn`t without incidents. The girl stood up for Walter Cunningham, a poor boy who had nothing for breakfast. She showed kindness to him but the teacher didn`t understand her intention and punished her. Being angry, Scout beat Walter after school. Then they returned to the class and the teacher said that she had read wrong though her father taught her reading. That day Scout got a lesson which established a major idea in the novel. Atticus said that day "First of all... if you can learn a simple trick, Scout, you'll get along a lot better with all kinds of folks. You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view [...] until you climb into his skin and walk around in it." (Chapter 3) He means that before you judge someone, you really have to think about where they're coming from.
On the way to the school Scout started to find little presents in the hollow of the tree. There were a chewing gum, then old coins and some days later wooden dolls, one looked like her, one looked like Jem. They had no ideas who it was. 
The following summer Dill arrived to the town and the risky trips to Radley Place began again. Once while they were running from his house Jem  got stuck under the fence and left his trousers there. The following morning children found them folded near the fence. Later they would discover that it was Radley who did it.   
Later Louise found out that her father was going to defend a black man in court and not everyone approved it. The citizens criticized hit decision to help this man. Atticus got a nickname "nigger-lover". The children couldn’t stand upinsults towards their father, so many times they had fights with some pupils from the school. Once Atticus said this to Scout "This time we aren't fighting the Yankees, we're fighting our friends. But remember this, no matter how bitter things get, they're still our friends and this is still our home." (Chapter 9) He warned the children that things might get bitter. No matter what, they had  to remember that these were their friends and neighbors.
2nd part of the novel tells us about Tom Robinson, who was accused of raping a white woman, Mayella Ewell. Shortly before the trial a group of men led by Bob Ewell, Mayella`s father, conspired against Tom Robinson to make a justice. Atticus heard about it and came to guard at the door of the city prison. Jem and Louise followed him secretly and unconsciously saved him from the cruel crowd. 
Just by accident the children got into courtroom. Almost all citizens were there. Atticus proved the innocence of Tom Robinson. Atticus established that the accusers—Mayella and her father, Bob Ewell, the town drunk—were lying. In fact, Mayella Ewell groped him but when her father saw her with him, he beat her and accused this black man in raping. "You know the truth, and the truth is this: some Negroes lie, some Negroes are immoral, some Negro men are not to be trusted around women-black or white. But this is a truth that applies to the human race and to no particular race of men. There is not a person in this courtroom who has never told a lie, who has never done an immoral thing, and there is no man living who has never looked upon a woman without desire." (Chapter 20) Atticus made these remarks in his closing arguments during the trial. He argued, very logically, that not all black men were bad. But jury convicted Tom. In Maycomb a black man still couldn`t be justified if he is opposed a white. Traditionally, the white man is always right, so Tom was sentenced to death. But  he was shot and killed while trying to escape from prison.
Mr. Ewell felt he was humiliated. He got his revenge one night while Jem and Scout were walking home from the Halloween play at their school. He followed them home in the dark, then ran at them and attempted to kill them with a large kitchen knife. Jem broke his arm, and Scout, who was wearing a confining ham shaped wire costume and couldn`t see what was going on, was helpless throughout the attack. Boo Radley appeared and saved the children. Finally, Scout had a chance to meet the shy and nervous Boo. At the end of this fateful night, the sheriff declared that Mr. Ewell fall on his own knife so Boo, the hero of the situation, wasn`t a murder. Scout walked Boo home and imagined how he had viewed the town and observed her, Jem and Dill over the years from inside his home. Boo went inside, closed the door, and she never saw him again.

Atticus Finch
The widowed father of Scout and Jem, Atticus Finch forms the moral center of the novel. As a respected lawyer, Atticus uses his exalted position in the community to fight against injustice. His deep sense of fairness and empathy extends to his private life, where he teaches Scout and Jem the value of compassion for others. Atticus’s great influence over his children can be seen in Scout’s intelligence and Jem’s strong sense of justice. Atticus makes a point to treat those around him with dignity, even characters such as Calpurnia and Mayella Ewell, whom the rest of the town considers his social inferiors. This respectful attention is also extended to his children, who can always count on him for an honest and straightforward answer to their questions. Though Atticus may initially appear to be almost unrealistically perfect, he is not completely without flaws. He occasionally suffers from self-doubt, as shown when Aunt Alexandra questions his parenting of Scout. Atticus’s ability to find the good in others may also blind him to people with truly evil intentions, as is the case when he fails to take Bob Ewell’s threats seriously. Despite these minor failings, Atticus’s determination to defend Tom Robinson teaches Scout and Jem the importance of doing the right thing, even when the odds are stacked against you. It is Atticus’s unfailing belief in the innate goodness of humanity that allows Scout and Jem to emerge from the traumatic events in Maycomb with heightened compassion rather than cynicism.

Jean Louise “Scout” Finch
Jean Louise "Scout" Finch is the protagonist and narrator of To Kill a Mockingbird, and the events of the story unfold through her recollections of growing up in the small town of Maycomb. When the novel opens, Scout is a precocious five-year-old excited to attend her first day of school. Her tumultuous first day illustrates some of her defining characteristics: an impressive intellect and curiosity, a hotheaded and tomboyish disposition, and an innate innocence and inner goodness. Scout’s personality is greatly shaped by the influence of her father, Atticus, whom she deeply respects and admires. Scout routinely defies the gender conventions of her small southern town and, much to the chagrin of her Aunt Alexandra, prefers to tag along on Jem and Dill’s escapades rather than pursue more ladylike activities. Scout’s naïveté and strong moral compass make her an astute observer of the injustice and hypocrisy in Maycomb, and (in part due to her childish innocence) she is one of the few characters that dares to openly confront it. Scout’s innate sense of optimism and justice is challenged by the racism and hatred she witnesses throughout Tom Robinson’s trial. With Atticus’s help, she is able to process the terrible events and realize that her fellow citizens are morally complex individuals who possess the capacity for both goodness and evil. By the end of the novel, eight-year-old Scout has grown not only physically but emotionally as well. She has gained some control over her temper and no longer views being a “lady” as synonymous with being weak. Ultimately, Scout learns to look past deceiving appearances and, like her father, employs empathy and compassion to find the good in those around her.

Arthur “Boo” Radley
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reclusive and mysterious, Arthur "Boo" Radley is an important figure in the children’s lives. He has remained shut in his house while rumors about him have swirled around town for years. Scout, Jem, and Dill are captivated by the aura of danger and mystery surrounding Boo and eventually create the Boo Radley game in which they reenact what they believe to be his life story. Though the children are initially terrified of Boo, they begin to see him in a different light when he starts leaving them small gifts in the knothole of a tree on the Radley property. Miss Maudie eventually reveals that Boo was never an evil person but merely someone who has been greatly affected by his strict and overbearing family. At the end of the novel, it is Boo who saves Jem and Scout from Bob Ewell. Through their interactions with Boo, the children learn that they must challenge prejudice by approaching others with compassion. In the end, Scout realizes that Boo is a “mockingbird,” an innocent and well-meaning person who has been unjustly hurt by the world around him.



