How to write a children's story?

Of course, writing a children’s story is not always so simple as it seems, but creating a story for kids is an amazing way to share interesting ideas with the most imaginative audience in the world. The following text will give you some children’s story ideas and tips on how to write the story that will be engaging, interesting and unique. Some writers advise to go back in time and remember your child-self, the feelings, you have experienced and childhood memories. The reason for that is when writing the children’s story, an adult has to present it in the way that will be clear and interesting for a child. What is the most important when writing a children’s story? Actually, nothing specific – imagination is what counts. However, short stories for kids have certain necessary elements like any other kind of literature, and the questions that may arise while working on the story, will be answered below. In addition, we will have a closer look at such kind of kid’s literature as children’s bedtime story.  
HOW TO CHOOSE THE MAIN HERO/-ES?
A hero or a group of heroes is the main part of kids stories – they are the center of a plot, and usually the story is based on the conflict, which involves the main character. Overall, the hero has to be the one whom the child will be able to relate to. The interest to the fairy tales, which increased greatly over the recent years, gives writers a great opportunity to use already existing characters, put them in completely new environments, and make them more modern. It may be easier, as the children already have a certain attitude and interest towards the hero, familiar to them. Creating new original heroes can be both challenging, and interesting. For example, having surrounding objects or animals from your local area as main characters will be fun for kids, whose imagination will make the surrounding world more bright and interesting. However, before choosing the main heroes for the children’s story, you should consider your audience’s age – younger children prefer stories about animals or inanimate things, while elder ones are more interested in stories about other children. 
TEXT STRUCTURE: MAIN ELEMENTS
Language is an essential part of children’s literature. When it comes to writing a children’s story, playful and creative usage of the language becomes the basis of your style. Word play, alliteration, refrain, rhythm – these all are very important for kids stories as they make them imaginative and fun to read. As for the text itself, there are two possible forms of children’s literature – verse and prose form. Verse is often considered difficult to write well, but it is fun to try. When writing in verse, it is very important to remember, that plot has to go first, and verse is only a way to express it. If you have doubts, it is better to go for the prose. However, if you want to write in verse, consider writing a version of your children’s short story in prose to ensure that you did not forget any key elements such as characters, theme and plot, and only then convert it into a verse form. 
IS MORAL NECESSARY?
In general, stories for kids usually contain a positive idea, for example, “help others” or even a more complex life lesson about respect towards other cultures or caring for the environment. It is fine, however, if there is no such message in the story – forcing it will only make it worse. Kids are more likely to reject a story with the message, which is too straightforward and looks like preaching or lecturing them on how to behave. Sometimes a good plot with happy ending, for example in short bedtime stories, is more important, than life lessons. 
STORY LENGTH: DEPENDING ON THE AGE CATEGORY
[bookmark: _GoBack]The general rule for short stories for kids is that the younger the child is, the shorter a story has to be, especially if it is accompanied with bright pictures. Usually stories for small children are not longer than 500 words, sometimes even less beginning with 50 words minimum. Elder kids aged from five to nine may read a story up to 2500 words long. The reason to this is that small children may be tired of a story with a too complex plot, and it requires more time and effort to read it. It is important to remember that reading for kids has to be fun in the first place and encourage them to love books. That is why a short, simple but interesting story is necessary for small children. 
WHAT DO WE NEED CHILDREN'S BEDTIME STORIES FOR? IN WHAT WAY ARE THEY DIFFERENT FROM THE USUAL STORIES FOR CHILDREN?
Bedtime stories are the traditional storytelling before going to bed. They are used to prepare the child for sleep and establish the fixed routine of going to bed at the same time every day. The difference from the usual children’s short story is that bedtime story involves reading for kids from a book or inventing a completely new plot. Besides, telling a bedtime story always engages two people – usually a parent and a kid, which is rarely so with usual reading, and the adult storyteller has the possibility to create bright impressions using artistic narrating. 
CHILDREN'S STORY IDEAS
If you have a hard time coming up with children’s story ideas, here is a couple of them, which you can use as a basis for your own unique story. For example, it can be about: 
· A pigeon who wanted to go on an adventure around the world in winter with his friends swallows;
· A paper man who traveled on a paper airplane to find his family;
· A magical paint which made the pictures alive; 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR PARENTS TO READ FOR THEIR KIDS?
The tradition of reading for kids has been around for ages in most cultures, and there are several reasons, why it should be as popular in the modern world of gadgets and technologies. The following list will show all the advantages of children’s bedtime story. Reading it: 
· Creates a strong emotional bond with your child
· Improves logic and comprehension
· Encourages to communicate
· Establishes a healthy bedtime habit
· Enhances attention and reading skills
· Encourages love for reading
· Forms morals and values
· Boosts imagination and creativity 
Obviously, short bedtime stories are unique and very important traditional form of literature – they help parents and their children communicate through an enjoyable activity. We believe, that writing a children’s story may become as much fun as reading it later for your kid, and the given information will make it much easier for your stories for kids to become successful and worth reading. 






