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1. Title: “Theatre”
Author: William Somerset Maugham 
Publisher: “Mandarin”
Category: romance
2. An abstract of the book
“Theatre”. The name of this novel is really short but it isn’t something abstract as is often the case. This one word gives us insight into practically everything that’s going to happen. The Maugham’s theatre isn’t just a background or a job place – it is THE LIFE. It’s something really attractive and something that can make you sick, it’s the show bit it’s also the truth, it’s just a make-believe but it’s the reality at the same time. The theatre’s become everything for the main character and what’s more she herself has become the only character of her personal life long play. Sounds interesting, doesn’t it? But let’s start from the beginning. 
Just having read the title we can understand what it’s connected with. But if the author had just described the every-day life of some famous actors, would the book be so popular? Of course, no. “Theatre” is much deeper than you could think it to be. The first featured scene is our main character – Julia Lambert – entering into her husband’s office. We see them communicating at their ease and, of course, we think that it’s a couple of two people who are head over ears in love with each other. But it’s only a nice picture and while reading this book we’ll discover all sides of their relationships and their whole life. This is a book about a professional and personal burnout, about searching and finding oneself, about love and passion, and, of course, about the theatre itself. 
So, do you know what reality means for you? If your answer is – yes, you are smart and confident and if it’s no, let’s try to figure it out with Julia Lambert. 
3.1 Background 
The theme of acting isn’t so widespread among the novelist’s and it’s understandable – they are more interested in some fictional worlds but not dramatic ones. Then, why is Maugham so well versed in it? Now, a little historical insert – besides the fact that W. Somerset Maugham was not only a novelist but also a playwright, the woman which he sincerely loved was an actress. Yes, Maugham knew what he was writing about. He himself was a part of it. 
So, how unexpected it wouldn’t be, the main scene is the theatre. But it’s not a no-name theatre, it’s not only a part of fiction. Julia a her husband had given it a name. Siddons theatre. And that’s still not the end. Sarah Siddons in whose honour is the theatre named is a real dramatical actress, the best-known tragedienne of the 18th century. Besides Siddons we can meet the names of the other famous actors, playwrights and theatrical figures: Constant Coquelin (Julia even boasted that he used to say that she’d had a “beauté du diable” – and it’s one more feature of this novel – the use of the French vocabulary), John Kemble, Sarah Bernhardt, Pierre Corneille and Jeans Racine – both of them were the best tragedians of 17 century, and I won’t even try to list the titles of the pieces named by Maugham – it’ll take so much time that I won’t finish this review today! 
Sorry, I’ve got a bit distracted but now let’s return to the Siddons theatre. Of course, it’s not the one and only theatre mentioned in the novel but it’s really the most significant. I can say that it’s the full character of this book, it’s the second child of Julia and her husband Michael, and I’m not afraid to say that it’s their favorite child. 
The theatre is the huge hall, theatre is the incredible decorations, theatre is the blind admiration and applause. We are simple spectators and what we see in theatre is just a play that makes us feel sad, happy, makes us enjoy or struggle. But what is the theatre for actors? They don’t see the same thing, the theatre for them is only a hall with the soffit light where everybody’s watching them. 
They see this:
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They don’t feel the sadness or happiness – they live the life of their characters, all these feelings are theirs but someone else’s at the same time. For us theatre is only a play but it’s much more for them. Backstage. A huge part of the actor’s life goes on behind the scenes. Rehearsals, costumes, makeup and, of course, the dressing-room. 
The dressing-room is one of the favorite places of Julia Lambert not only in the theatre but in the whole world. “There was no part of her busy life that she enjoyed more than those three hours that she spent in her dressing-room between the afternoon and the evening performances”. It was the room made for her and it was her only possibility to stay alone, to be idle, to be herself or it’s better to say to be such a Julia that she wants to be. Now, is the time when she doesn’t have any need to act. Perfect. 
But the theatre isn’t the only place where all the action happens. There are lots of other premises, each of which convey the character, position and social status of their owners. For example, the room of Tom, a young clerk, is small, with little furniture but at the same time neat and tidy. On the other hand, there are lots of expensive masterpieces on the wands of lord Charles’ house. The fireplace, muted shades, candelabras, exquisite furniture – all these shows who the master of this house is, even without telling his name. 
And the last piece to which I want to attract the attention is Julia’s personal room. It’s notable that she says that it’s the only room where she feels comfortable in their house. All other rooms are very modern and stylish but not for her. This bedroom was decorated by her proprietress. And, well, it shows. «The bed and the dressing-table were upholstered in pink silk, the chaise-longue and the armchair in Nattier blue; over the bed there were fat little gilt cherubs who dangled a lamp with a pink shade, and fat «little gilt cherubs swarmed all round the mirror on the dressing-table. On satinwood tables were signed photographs, richly framed, of actors and actresses and members of the royal family». Only here she felt completely at home, it was her island of calmness and, to my mind, it’s the first ring which shows the real things in this family. But it gets worse. 
To finish this point, I’ll say a few words concerning the type of narration. This is the thing for which I’m very grateful to the author. He doesn’t want to stretch the story, he doesn’t have any desire to delve into the feelings of his heroine. He tells the facts and it’s our turn to define them. It has nothing to do with: “Julia is bad because she did that” or “Michael is stupid because he doesn’t understand this”. No. Of course, we see Julia’s perception of the others but I didn’t feel that this was the thing that Maugham tried to tell me. There was something deeper that I had to distinguish on my own. He gave some freedom to his readers and a lack of reflection. If just everyone were like this… 
3.2 Main points of the plot/ problems dealt with in the book 
all the world is the stage, and all the men and women merely players. Shakespeare
I’ve already told a lot but what is this book really about? Now, it’s time 
[bookmark: _GoBack]to figure it out. To be honest, discussion about plot is my least favorite part of all the reviews, I can talk for hours about something abstract but when it comes down to specifics, I don’t have the right words. How can I tell in a few words the things that the author described on 300 pages? But at least I’ll try to intrigue you. Let’s come down to brass tacks.
From the beginning we are made acquainted with Julia and her husband Michael, they have their own theatre, both of them are successful actors, but we all know that there aren’t any stories about completely happy and satisfied people, so Julia Lambert isn’t an exception. From the first few chapters we learn the history of her relationship with her husband and we understand that she doesn’t love him at all, moreover she feels kind of disgusted with him. 
But if it’s so, why are they still together? I’ll tell you their love story. Julia was a young budding actress, Michael in his turn wasn’t so talented but was VERY handsome. Nobody could compete with him. And, how pathetic it could be, Julia became a victim of his godlike handsomeness. But Michael never was a romantic person. They communicated a lot, they were best friends, they were close enough but Michael had never been thinking about the relationship. Of course, he was a real careerist, so funny, it seemed he was following the American dream, never being an American himself. But there isn’t any novel plot without love, is there? And, of course, as now we are talking about theatre the thing that had changed everything was Julia’s acting talent. 
Michael was admired and soon Julia was invited for Easter to his parents’ house, and there and then this young handsome man made a proposition to the future most famous British actress. Omitting some details, which we will talk about a little bit later, I can only say that Michael was very cold as a husband. Julia had lots of tantrums about that but Michael did nothing but smile. But Julia was deeply in love and she couldn’t do anything with her feelings. So, it’s left for her only to put up with it. 
But, indeed, how it happened that now she feels really nothing to him? Maugham doesn’t forget about historical events, and some of them take place right in the background, to wit, Anglo-Vichy French war. Michael enlisted at once because of his pride and respect for his roots. Julia was anguished but not only about him – when the war broke out, she was pregnant. They were seeing each other once in a while but, surprisingly, within one of their meetings, Julia realized that she didn’t love her husband anymore. And the funniest thing about it is that Michael had noticed some changes but he was really happy about that. Pure guy, he didn’t understand that he wasn’t beloved anymore. And what is worse – he still doesn’t understand what it means to love. But, anyway, he said such words about Julia: “I’d rather spend a day alone with her than play a round of golf”. 
And now, back to the present. All this time (on probation) I was telling you the story of Michael and Julia, the last one was sitting on the floor surrounded by photographs and dreaming. Here I want to notice the transition between past and now. It’s not like at the second-rate blockbuster when one time it’s now and then without any warning, boom, we are in the past, no. Maugham created a very smooth and beautiful transition, it doesn’t take you out of the present, it gently plunges you into the past. The end of lyric, back to plot. 
So, Julia was interrupted and finished recalling the moments of her life. Now she needs to go to the theatre and she enters her dressing-room at the first onset noticing the fresh flowers on her table, it’s a little but very important detail, so it should be taken into account. But don’t worry, we discover why it is so important right now: it turned out that the gentleman who sent her those bouquet was the guy keeping accounts at her husband office and, yes, I’ve forgotten to say that today he had lunch with Michael and Julia and furthermore he is a huge fun of the theatre and of the greatest actress of century herself. 
And I’m not afraid to say that these flowers and the call that he did to Julia after that were the impetus for the development of all the major events in the book, let’s call it a setup, well: the moment where the relationship between Julia, 46-year old successful actress, and Tom, 21-year old clerk who is just beginning his career, began. 
Their relationship developed rapidly and Tom was always round the corner to help Julia and what’s more – her husband. He became kind of a lifesaver to this family and, of course, when they were going to the country-house for the vacation, Michael called Tom to join them. And here we face the first problem: Tom spent practically all his time with Julia’s son – Roger, and this fact infuriated Julia and made her terribly jealous. And all that led to unfortunate consequences: Julia insulted Tom and he wanted to interfere with all communication between them. And it’s also an important plot point because now Julia is thinking that she loves Tom and she does everything to get him back. 
There are lots of things happening after their reconciliation, for example, people start to swap rumors about Julia and her young lover, or newly named woman discovers that she isn’t the one and only in Tom’s life, she finds out something about Avice Crichton, a young debutant actress, and to her fear she understands that Tom is really in love with that girl. Julia wants her revenge but she also needs a vacation to recover. Miss Lambert, in a fit of emotion, approves Tom that Avice will get a part in their new piece and after that she goes to the countryside, to her mother, for a couple of months. 
This period isn’t very interesting for Julia but at the same time it’s very productive. She leaves her feelings behind and now with a clear mind and clear heart she is ready to destroy Crichton. Julia doesn’t want a young actress to be out of the piece, no, she wants her to be broken on the stage in front of Tom, critics and all viewers in general. 
The day before the first night she meets Tom and this is the final point in their relationship, she sleeps with him again, but Julia no longer burns in her feelings, she becomes as cold-blooded and reasonable as she always was. She enjoys this state and, of course, it makes her confident that she is going to win this “battle”. 
And all works. Avice is ruined, Julia is on the top, Tom has lost all his interest to the young “mediocrity” and the novel finishes with a scene where Julia goes to a restaurant by herself and thinks about the meaning of her life. 
Phew, the plot is finally over, and now we can talk about something much more interesting. As I have said at the very beginning, the main problem of this book is the facet between reality and something kind of whimsy-whamsy. The question of being a human or an actor permeates the whole story with a red thread. Every time in Julia’s thoughts we see the phrases like: “it would be better to do like this” or “I’m pretty sure he’ll like it if I act like this” or “Now, I need to get into whatever character” but we never see Julia acting herself in the way she feels. It even seems that Julia is just a miscellany of different patterns for different situations. But what’s more, the only time when she showed herself, at the stage, living all the feelings with her character – Michael said that she was as unnatural as she never was. He told her: “you were just crying”. It’s a very ironic detail which erases all the boundaries between reality and play. 
Surprisingly, the voice of the whole book turned out to be Rojer. I consider his biggest dialogue with his mother as the most tense moment which I can call the sense culmination. This is the only moment when Julia contemplates who she is and which one of her innumerable images is real. Roger says: “you don’t know the difference between truth and make-believe. You never stop acting… when I’ve seen you go into an empty room I’ve sometimes wanted to open the door suddenly, but I’ve been afraid to in case I found nobody there”. He says that Julia is only the roles she has ever acted in and it’s not so far from the truth – Julia always thinks about the appropriate words from some part she has played before. How profitable she will look like if she says something so exalted? Which pose is better to strike to show the advantages of her constitution? Which emotions will match such a situation? Sometimes she even does all of this without thinking, out of habit. Can we talk about professional deformation? Maybe. Or maybe it’s just a giglet full of lines from the plays, gestures and manners? Or is it some kind of combination of both tenses? 
When Julia was younger, she also tried to act in a way that will help her in the future. She was like a sponge, who soaked up every helpful move. She built herself, brick by brick, but she built not a monumental personality with some traits, principles and abilities, it isn’t an invariable work of art. If I need to give a comparison, I’d rather call it something like a modern 3d model, you can look at it from different degrees and from different angles but it wouldn’t be the same. The only place where she can be herself were her thoughts. But I’m not even sure that they were definitely real. 
But was Julia happy of her make-believed world? I don’t think so. She always needed an approval that her world was perfect and she could never let it be. If I have a hole in my window, no matter what I do, even if I glue a picture with a hole glass on it, it won’t stop blowing in my room, will it?  And one day, I’ll wake up with a flu. So, that happened to miss Lambert. All her devoted admirers understand one day that they have never known such a person as Julia Lambert, because she doesn’t really exist. However, Maugham doesn’t want to do things too obvious and he also doesn’t do the Utopia of his book, because how close Julia wasn’t to her personal “Me” at the end she finishes in the same point where she has started. She creates her own philosophy where the only possible reality is pretense. All people just pretend to be real but they are just spectators of life-long acting. So, it’s an interesting thought but as with every existing philosophy it can’t work. It’s just another make-believe. 
But apart from this main theme there are some other interesting ambiguous moments and here are some of them. As for me, “theatre” is full of different variants of contradistinction. As a first example, I can oppose Julia and Michael. Indeed, we can see Julia’s thoughts practically always and from this source we know that Michael is very selfish and really proud of his beauty (we won’t take into the account that the one who made him like that was Julia herself). But you shouldn’t be very observant to understand that there aren’t more self-centered characters than Julia. Yes, she isn’t so concentrated on her appearance but it has never been her visit card. If Michael is proud of his appearance, she is high-minded of her personality. There isn’t any other person who finds him/herself so exclusive as Julia. And if we know about Michael’s selfishness from Julia, we don't need anybody to understand her standpoint. The author makes 2 parts of narcissism from them, and besides, we see this contrast from the first chapter when he puts them in 2 corners of the long table – this is a really good method to show their polar difference. 
And the last thing I want to notice is the love lines in this book. Julia is so centered on herself that she can’t fall in love with somebody who can love her more than she does. Michael is always at her side but he would never understand what it means to be the matter of somebody’s life, relationship with Tom were something new to her but he’s never perceived it as something exceptional. And even his attitude to Avice was the same as Julia had to Michael at her youth. It clings to one trait and if it stops matter – that’s all, finish. There isn’t anything that we can call a real love in this book at all. Even Charles admiring Julia was more like blind worship. The author is so realistic. 
3.3 The characters of the novel and their concise characterization;
The main characters of this book are Julia, Michael and Tom and what’s interesting it’s all of them get destructive characteristics from Tom. Julia plays different roles throughout life, Michael and Tom, both of them are bounded, the first is concentrated on his beauty, the second does everything to seem a gentleman. But let’s discuss them in more detail. 
Julia and Michael, we see both of them in different periods of their lives. And it’s very exciting to observe how they are changing from naïve and enthusiastic debutants to the professionals who have shared a bit of life. But, anyway, they are definitely different people – both in youth and now.
Julia learned how to be an actress from her early childhood, she knew how to talk, how to walk and what facial expression to make. So, even when she was beginning her career she subconsciously knew how to behave to be on the top. But she didn’t have at that time all her experience – so that she could seem not very intelligent. She also didn’t have so many ambitions – everything she wanted was to be with Michael. I don’t think that she loved him, it was something like teenage crush – when you want to be with the most beautiful person in your company because… why not? 
But now she is a fatal self-confident woman but she still sometimes shows her naïve side. For example, when she tries to prove herself that she is desirable and goes to Edgware Road. She is very arrogant, even though she herself doesn’t think so, she doesn’t show it but it reads from her behavior, her thoughts. I always asked myself why she is like that? As it is known the character takes shape in the childhood, so, my opinion is that she was too praised for her talent and the people belauding her weren’t her parents – they were strangers. So, from the one hand – she had an imaginary “crown” on her head and from the other luck of parents’ attention. 
Go on to Michael. At his youth he was a pretty shy boy who was concentrated on his career. Michael was (and stayed the same way) friendly and decent person. He wasn’t as arrogant as Julia was, his main aim wasn’t to show himself – it was to make something worthwhile. I said he wasn’t arrogant and it was the most appropriate wording. Because Julia MADE him arrogant of his appearance. Now, he can’t live without a word for his handsomeness and he is proud (not for nothing) of his creature – theatre. Now, he considers himself as an important person – he even has a guest book “only for important guests”. But I find him kind of a one-track mind – the thing he respects the most in the person is his ancestry, his ideas are banal and he can’t be treated as a creative person. Despite this he is really money-making – the theatre is so popular not only because of Julia’s talent but also because Michael rules it well. 
And the last character important for this book. Tom Fennel. He is a young boy who wants to live another life. He is pretty brave and assertive. He knows what he wants and goes to his goals. To be honest, he isn’t a very revealed character. He figures in this novel not like a separated personality but more like to uncover Julia. He is a mediocre person, so he likes to be in the center of attention and to get women’s love. 
There are lots of other interesting characters: Julia’s son Roger who tries to find the truth in life, Charles – really an aristocratic person, the housemaid Evy who is the only person who tells Julia the truth but if I tell something about all of them, I’ll never finish this review. So, let it be like that. 
3.4 General comments – your own opinion ( what I liked/what I disliked);
As I have already said, I really liked this book. I didn’t notice how the time passed when I was reading it. So, the first thing I admired is the type of narration. There aren’t any extra details, descriptions or reflections, the author gives us the possibility to decide ourselves what we think about his characters or their deeds. 
The other thing which shows us the author’s talent is the fact that he is deeply submerged in the theme he’s writing about. He doesn’t write about the thing’s he doesn’t know, or even if he isn’t really into the theme we don’t feel it reading this book. The greatest author is one who doesn’t make you feel fiction in his novels. Maugham is like that. 
The third thing important for me is very close to the last point. Maugham doesn’t make exceptionally good or exceptionally bad characters. He makes people with their own personalities. 
The one and only minus for me but it’s only for me and my preferences – is lack of action during the plot. This book is close to the realism traditions where the protagonist is a usual person who leads a usual life – I like more romantic traditions where we talk about exceptional people in exceptional circumstances. 
CONCLUSION 
I think you’ve already understood that I recommend you to read this book, even if you aren’t really interested in theatre, you won’t be disappointed in the plot. There are some predictable moments, of course, but this book is good for spending the evening in the company of living characters and also for people who want to reflect and to get to the true motives and thoughts of the author himself. 
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