Euromaidan in Odessa
I lived then in dusty Odessa.... 
There for a long time heavens are clear. 
There, stirring, an abundant trade 
Sets up its sails. 
There all exhales, diffuses Europe, 
All glitters with the South, 
And brindles with live variety. 
The tongue of golden Italy 
Resounds along the gay street 
Where walks the proud Slav, 
Frenchman, Spaniard, Armenian, 
And Greek, 
And the heavy Moldavian, 
And the son of Egyptian land,
The retired Corsair, Moralí. 
In recent years, the word "Maidan" in Ukraine has been mainly associated with only one meaning - the fight for freedom. Maidan itself means “square” and revolutions usually take place right there.
Protests and rallies for European integration and for the change of Ukrainian government took place in many cities of Ukraine. And Odessa was not an exception. This period of history is officially called "Confrontation in Odessa in 2014"
In our city there was a spate of conflicts between people who supported Euromaidan and those who were for Antimaidan (usually pro-Russian activists) during 2014. Those were events related to the victory of Euromaidan in February 2014 and president Yanukovych's escape from the country.
The latter events were not favorably received by the pro-Russian part of both Ukraine and Odessa.
In this tour, we will try to tell you about the main events: what and where happened. Unfortunately, because of the relatively large size of the city, it was decided to shorten the boundaries of the walking tour to the city center. In general, the information provided here is a collection of the memories from many people who have lived along those years. They range from students to the middle class businessmen and state workers. Also some known facts of the police investigation, open to everyone, were involved.
Near Duke 
Let's get started our walk from a place that is usually used as the beginning of acquaintance with Odessa for many people. The Duke de Richelieu monument has its own cultural role in Odessa. When in the most cities of the post-Soviet countries the main squares were named in honor of Lenin, the boys made appointments with the girls next to these monuments ... In Odessa, though, life always goes around Duke.
In 1794, he and his comrades in military service decided to build a city in the Russian Empire next to the border with Europe. And when someone says that Odessa is anciently a Russian city, I ask them to call the names of its founders and look in the archives when exactly the Russians became the majority of the population. By every measurement, before the revolution in 1917 (and in some spheres always), Odessa lived a very liberal and international life, the basis of which was trade - mainly with Western countries. 

So, at the end of 2013 and most of 2014, I was the Duke de Richelieu monument, where people gathered to support European integration of Ukraine, to protect the city from being annexed by pro-Russian forces and so on and so forth. 
This piece of land around the monument was called European Square. Because of a small protest in November 2013, a tent town extended step by step along the entire avenue.
I should note that all the protests were peaceful at some point: people talked, expressed their opinions. The one thing they did not want to see was "parasites" standing near the square and holding rallies against the local authorities of a purely bribing political nature. But you’ll hear about it a bit later.
Two so called parties fought for the place near Duke: Ukrainians and separatists, as they were called then. To seize this land piece meant a revolution in the minds of people so the symbols changed from the European Union flag to the Russian or Soviet Union flag … From ushanka to vyshyvanka, as we could joke (national clothes of Russia and Ukraine).
The protests continued for a relatively short time, namely until May 2014. The activists were so open that they let tourists in with a joy, talked about the situation and shared food with them…
Istanbul Park
Now you can take a little walk in the park, but do not go far. The park is on a slope, so you have to go up. This can be done in the middle of the upper alley.
The history of this slope is quite interesting. In imperial times, it was made less steep by being dumped with the rubbish from everywhere and covered with soil. Note that there was no plastic at that time, only organics. After a few years, everything was packed up and the slope became more “adequate”.
After that, nothing extraordinary happened. In 2016, the slope was closed and the Istanbul Park construction started. It was made in honor of the Istanbul-Odessa friendly relations. And… several bodies were found near that fountain-rock. This place was known in the Odessa city for the drug addicts. So, at first the police thought that they were just drug-users. But as it turned out several activists were killed here in 2014. This case has not been completed due to the lack of information. 
“Londonskaya” Hotel
This hotel is one of the oldest and most luxurious in Odessa. It did not play much of a role during the Maidan. But in early 2014, someone uploaded photos on social networks with Vladimir Putin leaving the building. Many ideas appeared in people's minds! Wasn't this Photoshop? And perhaps there is the same hotel somewhere in another city? What if we blow up the hotel? … But not.
We have to admit the truth: in the far 2002, Putin was actually in Odessa and spent the night at this hotel. At the time, Moldova's accession to the Customs Union was being resolved, but for some reason these issues were being solved in Ukraine.
City hall
And this is the famous mayoralty or simply city hall of Odessa! Only the lazy would not joke about the corruption in this building.
Back in the 19th century this building operated as currency exchange house, so money was counted there. It is currently a mayoralty, and money is still counted. But now it is more likely to be called bribe. This is the saying since Ukraine obtained independence.
It should be also noted that there were a lot of maidans near the city hall – against one of the mayors Trukhanov, against corruption or any specific political or economic crime. And many of these protesters wanted to provoke supporters of European integration. Those in reply made the provokers just go away, so to say peacefully (though not always so).
Pushkin's monument
This monument is like an expression of the modern democratic worldview. Once in the 19 century this Russian poet lived over a year in our city. According to the legend, some citizens wanted to put the monument for Pushkin in another place of Odessa in 1888, but the city authorities did not want to donate money to the monument construction for democratic poet (as they thought). So people of Odessa collected money – as much as one could and wanted to give – and again they gave the project of the monument to the city hall. When the mayor realized that the refusal could lead to a protest, he agreed.
The authors of the project understood the point and decided to go ahead – they put a monument right in front of the mayoralty, and with its back to the building! Alexander Pushkin has been standing with his back to government, facing the people since 1888. This may be the longest protest in history.
Many creative people were inspired by this person during the Maidan.
However, I should say that there were people who had the idea to destroy the monument because the Russian origin of the poet. They pointed to the decommunization law.
Prosecutor's Office
This is Odessa Region Prosecutor's Office. What are your associations? 
If you live in the Soviet Union, I mean your mind, it is probably fear. If in modern Ukraine, there are corruption and protests.
During the Euromaidan in 2014, this was the main “silent” establishment, not involved in the conflict. The Odessa prosecutor's office is known by another manifestation - the Prosecutor's Maidan. It outbreaks time to time. Once Nikolai Stoyanov, former corrupted clerk, has been renewed at his position in 2016 – maidan; attacks against civil activists – maidan; scandal with officials – maidan again. You can see the traces of the burnt tires on the road or walls of the building. Now, as you walk this tour, people may also be gathered under the walls of the prosecutor's office.
Separate untitled block
Now let’s talk about the most famous events of 2014 in Odessa – 2, May. Let me try to convey those events as chronologically as possible as well as describe people, what they saw and did. It is better not to take this information in the terms of patriotism, propaganda, etc. It's a tragedy – people died.
This timeline covers events that took place on 2, May, 2014 in the Kulykove Pole square and inside the trade unions building. It started from the gathering the activists in the Kulykove Pole at 2:00pm until the end of the work of forensic experts inside the building at 3:00pm the next day. Key events that occurred in other parts of the city are also listed.
The information was obtained from open sources (published photos and videos, witnesses’ evidence and personal testimony).
It is important to note that much of information remains unknown, unexplained or even lost.
Now you can go to Cathedral Square and continue.
Cathedral Square
On this day, on 2, May, Chernomorets - Metalist football match took place in Odessa. Like any match, there were representatives of ultras on both sides. The match took place at the Chernomorets stadium in Shevchenko Park.
2:30 pm. Representatives of the two opposing parties gather in the central part of the city. They come to the Cathedral Square/ among them there are unorganized fans of football teams "Chernomorets" and "Metalist", activists of pro-Ukrainian organizations of Odessa and other cities, supporters of European integration, preparing to hold the "Ukraine’s unity March".
Alexander Avenue / Bunina Street
Activists of pro-Russian organizations, mainly the Odessa Squad, gather at the intersection of Alexander Avenue and Zhukovskyi Street with the intention to interfere with the march.
An hour later, the clashes began.
In the evening, at 6 pm, the stands of the stadium, which was mentioned earlier, emptied. The Ultras decided to help the unity march participants.
Athena
This mall, and the Greek Square itself, has been and actually still is a place for entertainments for informals and young people of different worldviews. Besides LGBT community often gathers for their meetings right here. That day was quiet for some reason.
A friend of mine told me that somehow many understood that something had to happen. And exactly in May. He intuitively realized that it was better to stay home these days and not go to Duke Monument.
It was on the Greek Square where protesters gradually moved. It was said that snipers were sitting on the roof of the Athena.
6:30 pm. The active phase of confrontation in the area of Greek Square is almost at its end. One part of Kulykove Pole activists is blocked in the “Athena” mall, the other part of it is pushed to the intersection of Preobrazhenska and Bunin streets. A grocery store used to be there, so there were places to hide, though not everyone thought of it. There are a large number of Ukrainian activists persecuting their opponents in Cathedral and Greek Squares, Greek, Deribasovska, Preobrazhenska, Bunina Streets, in the Red and Vice Admiral Zhukov lanes. Those tried to escape.
Almost at the same time, the head of the Public Security Council Mark Gordienko and the representative of the Party «Udar», Andriy Yusov, urge Ukrainian activists to go to the Kulykove pole square.
Was it a try of revenge for the thwarted march? Or was it just boiling over? Each participant has got their different answers to these questions. In general people wanted to protect their city from occupation.
Did they know the finale of this day? Such information is unlikely to be said in the coming years.
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Now let’s go to see other moments of that fateful day.
From Athena we pass by Greek and Pushkinska streets and head to the Kulykove Pole.
At 6:45 pm the match ended. From the stadium, people went to Kulykove Pole. It was a must see! The center of Odessa seemed to boil like water. Along all the central streets - Pushkinska, Risheliyevska, Katerynenska, Preobrazhenska, and Alexander Avenue – all these streets were streams of people. People were boiled over. Really.
All the way long, they broke advertisings of pro-Russian presidential candidates and mayors, chanting various slogans. We can say that they added some fighting mood to themselves.
What were they going to do in the square in a while? Did anyone think that this day would go down in the history of the city as one of the bloodiest?
Walking along Jewish Street
Jewish Street is known in Odessa due to the fact that it houses both the Security Service of Ukraine and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. In Soviet times, the KGB was situated here. This street is jokingly called the longest in the world: if you got there into a certain building (the KGB), then you would end up somewhere in the Siberia or in Sakhalin. Sadly, but it was true.
Mikhail Zhvanetskyi, a famous Odessa resident, said: “All my humor is made of grief. Only in this way the bile can be born and cause laughter!”
Why do we talk about this? The fact is that some authorities have been involved in this conflict. For e[ample ex-head of the former militia in the region Dmitry Fuchedzhi. He is still believed to have assisted pro-Russian activists during the events of the second of May (and not only that day). There are many pictures on the internet where he is shot going with the guys with red ties (those were the Antimaidan signs that day) … After Fuchedzhi's official accusation, he somehow ran away to Russia and was even interviewed in propaganda TV programs.
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What happened that day on Pole?
At 3:00 pm on 2, May at the Kulykove Pole a concert of Afghan soldiers was announced, the gathering of people started at 2:00 pm. The total number of people was about 100.
By the start of the concert, about fifty young men in gear had gathered there and then made their way to Greek Square at about 3 pm.
At about 3:30 pm, it was announced that the clashes in the city had begun. Pro-Russian activists who received information about the events from media, by SMS or phone calls began to gather on the Kulykove Pole square.
There were several organized groups moving in the direction of Greek Square.
The mobile group of the Antimaidan activists who was led by Vitaliy Budko (known as Boatsman) arrived in the Ford Transit minibus at about 4:00 pm and takes an active part in the collisions.
After that, described earlier events happened in the city center.
On the Kulykove Pole
Supporters of Antimaidan continued to gather on Kulykove pole. Leaders speak from the podium and different ideas are suggested. Attendees were trying to decide what to do next by voting as well.
6:00 pm. Kulykove pole received reports of deaths among Antimaidan activists on Greek Square. It should be noted that the victims were on both sides.
Approximately at 6:20 pm, the active phase of the collision on Greek Square ended. Kulykove Pole received information that a large groups of football fans and Euromaidan activists were going in their direction.
After 6:30 pm, some groups of the collision participants in the area of Greek Square returned to Kulykove Pole. Some of them, including Vitaliy Budko (Boatsman), urged the attendees to go home and leave the square, though some remained.
At 6:40 pm, the defenders of the campground asked the security guard of the Trade Union House to hide the crosses and icons that were in the tents of the Orthodox organizations. The guard took the church units and locked the door.
At 6:50 pm, those who remained at Kulykove pole made the final decision to use the Trade Union Building for defense.
They broke down the front door. After that they began to bring things that were in the tents into the building, including an electric generator, canisters with gas, boxes with Molotov cocktails together with canisters with ingredients for their manufacturing, as well as mattresses, medicines, accessories and personal stuff. You can find videos online to confirm this.
Then they tried to strengthen the building outside with sandbags and wooden pallets that were previously used to enclose the tent town.
The activists were apparently preparing for a serious confrontation. Bags with the stones were brought into the house (did they have time to collect it?!) and there was an improvised hospital on the second floor.
…
7:20 pm. The first unorganized groups of football fans and Euromaidan activists arrived at Kulykove Pole square from the stadium and the city's central streets. Just before their appearance in the square commands are heard "Everyone to the building!"
…
The outcome of further events is known to almost everyone in Ukraine.
But what happened?
As soon as they arrived, the football fans began to destroy the tents and property. At this very time, stones began to fall from the windows of the Trade Union House! And Molotov cocktails of course!
What did Euromaidan supporters want to do? They were willing to make Antimaidans go away from the square, remove the stage and tents.
After a few minutes, the weapon, let's call it that, was already sent in response to the Antimaidans.
There was a lot of fire on that day: tents were burning, someone brought guns and the fire was already out of them… On that day, several bystanders from the train station nearby were shot. They were curious about what was happening in the square…
Suddenly, there a flame broke out in the window on the second floor. It spread quickly to the stairs, first floor and further…
People were literally blocked in the building. They could not escape because of the barricades and fire on the first floor. They jumped out of the windows, then down from the roof.
What's interesting? Firefighters arrived almost 40 minutes after the fire started. Although, there were more than 10 calls. They could save at least someone for sure.
Then the officials announced the number of 46 dead. Was that exact number? There was no other official information. And gossip is not always trusted.
Now, the relatives of the deceased try to support a memorial near the Trade Unions House, but it’s often removed because of illegality. In 2014, 2015 there were big black spots on the road from the tents and other things that were burning here.
Interestingly, the territory of the square has been actually a mass grave for a long time. Prisoners were secretly buried here in the 19th century. During the 1917 revolution, 119 soldiers were buried after three days of fighting. Lenin monument was put here and then destroyed…
History loves showing us interesting moments.
