Health Protection
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello! In this podcast I will talk about Caritas Ukraine Health Protection activities.
For example, Homecare is the only project in Ukraine to provide qualified and complex help at home. It’s the oldest social program of Caritas running continuously from 1998.
Today project covers over 1.5 thousand beneficiaries in 14 cities of Ukraine, including buffer zone. Above that, over 150 social workers and specially trained psychologists work in the project according to the State Standard of Homecare. Three centres of palliative help are functioning, where family members may obtain proper informational support.
Key areas of the project are home care for lonely people and those in stressful circumstances; basic and urgent help for internally displaced people and residents of buffer zone including psychological support and medications; care and support for HIV positive people.
We do hygiene procedures, help with housekeeping, provide support with legal and social issues, give assistance with spiritual questions and offer rehabilitation equipment for rent.
Other projects within the Health Protection activities include financial support for medical services and pharmaceutical vouchers. In the first half of 2018, cash grants and vouchers were given to 780 and 78 beneficiaries accordingly. Our mobile teams work in remote regions providing medical and psychological help to local population. We collaborate with local activists to identify the most vulnerable individuals and groups to assist them properly.
Special focus is on people with HIV and AIDS in care, support and disease prevention. These activities are carried out by Caritas Odesa and have been pretty successful so far. In 2017 Caritas Odesa UGCC won at “AIDS, HIV and Drug Abuse Prevention in Odesa” social projects competition.
All projects are financed by international donors or individuals.
We make special emphasis on personalized help with regard to individual needs, flexibility in projects implementation, coupled with substantial experience of working in conflict zone. Projects’ teams are always ready to provide services on social demand.
We continuously develop skills and expertise of our staff, offer big choice of equipment for rent and professional trainings. We have vast experience of implementing medical programs in the conflict zone.
If relevant funding will be found, we plan to offer palliative help for more categories of people, including children, organize homecare training for social workers, and also extend our activities in the buffer zone.
If you want to join us in our efforts, you can make donations to the Caritas account or through a donation box. SMS donations to number 88010 or via EasyPay are also welcome. You can participate in social care for vulnerable people or donate used equipment for medical or rehabilitation needs. For more information about Health Protection activities please visit homecare.org.ua or Caritas web-page caritas.ua Thank you and stay tuned!
