Realme 10 Review: A $229 Phone That’s Just Fine

Realme is one of the most prolific smartphone makers around. It was just four
years ago when I reviewed the Realme 2, and now here we are with the Realme 10.
Like its predecessors, this new phone is intended to appeal to the entry level
market in India and Southeast Asia, with an emphasis on sleek looks and camera
performance that punches above its price range.

While there is a very baffling omission that I will get to very soon, the Realme 10’s
starting retail price of around $229 makes it hard to nitpick. Virtually any phone
cheaper than this won’t look as good or have as impressive a main camera.

Design

The Realme 10 is a relatively small Android phone, with a 6.4-inch OLED display,
a weight of 179g and coming in at 7.9mm thick.

I’m a fan of the overall shape, which takes a on a flatter profile, straying from the
usual dual curved sides of Android devices. It’s a design similar to the iPhone’s
blocky vibe, but much more comfortable to hold because it’s lighter, thinner, and
the corner where the edges meet are slightly curved. The back plate is plasticky
with this glittery coating that isn’t my cup of tea, but it does reflect light in
different ways depending on angle. The front side is protected by Gorilla Glass 5.

There are a few things that keep this screen from being a flagship panel — the
refresh rate is just 90Hz, and the chin bezel is noticeably thicker. Still, the screen
displays vibrant colors and get bright enough.

Cameras

The Realme 10 features a 50-megapixel main camera that is very good for its price
range. It’s fast to focus, captures images with above-average dynamic range, and
accurate colors.

However, the secondary camera on the back is a useless 2-megapixel black-and-
white sensor. This is a space usually reserved an ultra-wide camera, which this
phone doesn’t offer one at all. Not having an ultra-wide camera in 2022 feels
restricting, particularly since previous Realme phones in this series did in fact give
us an ultra-wide.

Due to the pixel-dense main sensor, you can pull off a solid 2x to 3x zoom at
digital crop and the image looks respectable without much loss of details. You can
zoom up to 10x but images begin to look soft.

Internals

There’s a MediaTek Helio G99 chip inside and 8GB of RAM, both of these are
fine components for this price range, and performs well, but clearly a tier or two
below phones above $500.



However there’s a 5,000 mAh battery which then in turn is excellent and can
power this thing all day, easily. The included 33W charging brick tops up the
phone at a reasonable rate, taking about 28 minutes to top up the phone.

Software

The phone runs on Android 12 with Realme’s Android skin on top. The software
version is a generation behind the Android 13 seen in Pixel phones, but compared
to other third party Android phones, I suppose it’s not far off. Animations are
smooth and fluid, the Ul is customizable, and everything that needs to work, works
well. No real gripes, but it’s a bit of a bland software skin too.

Conclusion

Ultimately, as I test the Realme 10 I keep going back to its $229 retail price, which
will likely be even lower in some Asian countries like India and Malaysia, as well
as include potential freebies like wireless earbuds with orders. At this price range,
it’s really hard to fault a mini computer with a good screen, okay cameras, and
great battery life. All my other gripes, like the plastic back and lack of ultra-wide
cameras, can be forgiven, I guess.

But at the end of day, I must ask: why release so many phones if there aren’t
meaningful upgrades to be made? The Realme 10 is good in a vacuum, but so was
the Realme 9 or Realme 8, and those phones didn’t come out too long ago.

We know Realme is capable of creating exciting devices, like its Master Edition
units, or the Realme X I tested a few years ago. There’s even rumors of a Realme
10 Ultra that will bring some eye-grabbing features. As it stands, the Realme 10 is
a bit bland. But bland can still be good.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/bensin/2022/11/09/realme-10-review-a-229-phone-
thats-just-fine/?sh=2aeb&9tb34ac

Omsag Realme 10: uynosuii Tenedon 3a 229%

Realme — onun 3 HailycnimHIMX BUpOOHUKIB cMapThoHiB. Bcroro 4 poku Tomy s
pob6uB orsig Realme 2 1 och Tenep mu Bxke maemo Realme 10. Sk 1 fioro
MOTIEPETHUKH, HOBA MOJIETh CITPSIMOBAHA, B TMEPIITy Yepry, Ha puHOK [Hil Ta
[TiBnenHo-CxigHoT A31l 3 aKIIEHTOM Ha eJIeTaHTHUI 30BHIIIHINA BUIVIA] Ta
POAYKTUBHICTh KAMEPH, 110 CIIPUSIE TTiABUIIICHHIO BapTOCTI.

Xoua € yke IiKaBU MOMEHT, 0 SIKOTO 51 TOBEPHYCh TPOXH IMi3HiIIIe, T0YaTKOBa
po3apibna nina Ha Realme 10 cranoBuTh npubmusno 2299, mo ycknaaHoe
KpUTHKY B Oik amapary. Ha npakruiii, Oyapb sikuii nemeBiiuil TenedoH He Oyjie
MaTy TaKui CTUJIbHUNA BUITIS Ta TaKy YyJOBY Kamepy.

JnzarH

Realme 10 — gocutk komnakTHUI cMapThoH Ha matdhopmi Auapoin, 3 6,4
nmroiimoBuM OLED-nucnieem, Baroro 179 r ta TOBIIMHOIO 7,9 MM.



Opnnak, 1oAaTKOBA APyTa Kamepa Ha 3a]IHii MaHel SBJste€ cO000 JapeMHUI
2xMerarikcelbHu 40pHO-01uit ceHcop. Lle micue 3a3Buuaii 3aiimae
HaJIIITUPOKOKYTHA KaMepa, SIKO1 B 11 Mojiesl He niepeadadeHo. BiicyTHICTh
HAAIIMPOKOKYTHOI Kamepu B TesnedoHi 2022 poKy BUKIUKAE JIeIKI 0OMEKEHHS,
3BaKarouu Ha Te, 1o y nonepeanix Realme no dakry 151 kamepa Oyina.

3aBIsKH OCHOBHIM BUCOKOMIKCENbHIM KaMepl BU MOXKETE 3HIMATH MPH 2-
3kpaTHOMY MaciTabyBaHHI 0€3 BTpaTH sIKOCTI 300paxeHHs. MoxkHa i
JECATUKPATHO 301IbLIYBATH MacIlTad, aje To/1 300paxeHHs Oy/ie pO3MUTHUM.

BayTpimHi enemeHTH

Bcepenuni € npouecop MediaTek Helio G99 ta xkapta oneparuBHO1 maM’ 11 Ha 8
['6. OOu1Ba KOMIIOHEHTH BIJIIIOB1IaIOTh 3asBJICHOMY I[IHOBOMY Jlialla3oHy,
IpAaLOOTh 100pe, ajle Ha NopaaoK abo aBa ripiue Hix Tenedonu 3a 5009.

Axymynarop Ha 5000 MAT, B CBOIO Uepry, Mae XOpoIy NPOAYKTUBHICTb, TOMY
3apsay Oatapei BUCTAuUTh Ha 1IN A€Hb. B KOMILIEKT BXOAUTH 3apsTHUM
npuctpiit Ha 33BT 3 QpyHKII€I0 MBUIKOT 3apAIKH, sIKA 3aiiMae MPUOIU3HO 28
XBUJIUH.

[Iporpamue 3a06e3neueHHs

Tenedon po3pobnenuit Ha matdopmi Android 12 3 ¢pipMOBOIO 000IOHKOIO
Realme. Bepcis nmporpamuoro 3abe3neueHHs Ha MOKOJiHHS BijcTae Bix Android
13, nasgBHoro B Tenedonax Pixel, aje B mopiBHSIHHI 3 IHIIMMU TelaedOHAMU Ha
mwiatgopmi Android, st BBaxkaro, 110 OHOBJIEHHs Oyzie Bxke CKopo. AHIMallis IIaBHA,
1HTEepdeiic Jerko MmiIamToOBy€EThCS M1 KOPUCTyBaya 1 BCe, 0 MOBUHHO A00pe
IpaIoBary, npaittoe g1oope. XKonHux cepiio3HUX HapikaHb HEMAE.

BucHoBok

3arazom, B npoiieci TectyBanHs Realme 10 s mocTiitHO moBepTarch 10 HOro
po3apibHoi BaprocTi B 2299, sika ckopim 3a Bce Oy/e 11e HUKIOK B IEAKUX
A3iaTchkuX KpaiHax, Takux sk [Hais Ta Manasis, a TakoX BKIIFOYaIO9H MMOTEHITIHHI
O€3KOIITOBHI JOJIATKH JI0 3aMOBJICHHS, TaKl Ik 0€3pOTOBI HABYIITHUKH. Y IIbOMY
I[IHOBOMY Jiaria30H1 Ba)KKO Ka3aTH MPO HapiKaHHS CTOCOBHO IHOTO MiHi-

KOMIT FOTEPY 3 XOPOIINM €KPaHOM, KAMEPOIO Ta BEIMKHM YacOM aBTOHOMHOL
po6otu. S BBaXkaro, 110 BC1 MaJieHbK1 HEJIOJIKH, TaKi SIK MUIACTUKOBA 3a]IHSI MaHEb
3a BIJICYTHICTh HAJAIIMPOKOKYTHOI KaMepH, MOXKHA MPOOAYNTH.

AJe s MyIIy 3aaTi TUTAHHS: HABIIIO BUITyCKAaTH Tak Oarato TenedoHiB, SKIIO B
HUX HEMA€E SKUXO0Ch 3HAYHUX OHOBJIEHBL? Realme 10 cam mo co0i Hemoranwmii
tenedon, ane Tak camo Oyio 13 Realme 9 Ta Realme 8, siki BUNIIIIIN HE Tak TaBHO.

Mu 3Haemo, 110 KomnaHisi Realme Moxke cTBOprOBaTH 4y10B1 MPUCTPOI, TaKl 5K
Master Edition abo Realme X, sikuit s TecTyBaB KiJIbKa POKiB TOMY. XOJSATh UyTKH
npo Bunyck Realme 10 Ultra 3 gesitkumu gocuth npuBaOnuBuMu QyHKIIAMU. Y
HUHIIIHOMY BUITISA1 Realme 10 Tpoxu mpicHuiA, ajie 11e He 03Havae, 1110 BiH
MTOTaHUM.



