Feminism, expanding women's rights and opportunities, and the discrimination faced by women have been a reality in many layers of society throughout human history.

In ancient times, women were perceived as mothers, wives, and servants to men. During that era, they didn't even have the right to vote, receive higher education (or any education at all), or own property. Women were denied the opportunity to engage in creativity or self-improvement. Despite the progress made today, women can hold managerial positions, work in politics, serve in the military, and achieve career success.

Our world is still far from achieving gender equality. We must not exclude men who also suffer from gender discrimination by the patriarchal system. We often hear about "women's professions" versus "men's professions," "men's clothing" versus "women's clothing," "masculine personality traits and behavior" versus "feminine," "masculine colors" versus "feminine colors," and even the notion that "men are physically strong" while "women are weak," which is far from reality and shouldn't dictate career choices.

Whether male or female, each individual has dreams and desires, but gender stereotypes and inequality prevent people from being themselves, pursuing their interests, dressing as they wish, and more. This problem stems from the artificial system of patriarchy, which started it all. In some countries, women are still considered the "property" of men, meant only to fulfill their natural duties and nothing more.

Women often face barriers and are deprived of various rights and opportunities. Their roles were traditionally limited to household and family duties, and their voices and needs were not properly recognized or valued. Unfortunately, they have been subjected to various forms of discrimination, including limited access to education, career opportunities, unequal pay, and societal expectations that reinforce gender stereotypes. This systemic discrimination has contributed to gender inequality, hindering women's progress in many areas.

However, over the past decades, significant progress has been made in the fight for equality. Women are increasingly taking on high positions, attaining higher education levels, and participating in politics and business. Nevertheless, gender inequality issues persist, and discrimination still exists in certain aspects of society. It is crucial to continue working towards improving the lives of everyone, where each person, regardless of gender, has the opportunity to develop, pursue their chosen profession, and express themselves authentically.

Gender equality means creating a society where everyone has equal rights, opportunities, and freedoms. Though the path to achieving this goal may be challenging and time-consuming, it is essential to work together to build a fairer and more inclusive world. This involves combating the oppression of women's rights and fostering a culture that values diversity and inclusivity. By recognizing and eliminating the barriers and biases faced by women, we can create a more just society.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Expanding women's rights and opportunities, ensuring their full participation in all aspects of life, not only benefits individuals but also strengthens communities, contributing to overall socio-economic progress.





















Yevhenii Hovorko 2023.
