"Strategies for Enhancing Writing Skills of Grade Eight Students: My Signature Pedagogy"


BY: RAMESH BIKRAM SHAHI


Research Paper

Submitted to
School of Education


In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of One Year's Masters of the Course Theory and Practice in Education (EDUC 515) in English Language Teaching


Kathmandu University 
Dhulikhel, Nepal
December, 2023





Abstract
Enhancing reading and writing capabilities: Writing helps students understand the mechanics of language, particularly sentence structure. By engaging with reading materials, students learn how to construct sentences correctly. Critical thinking skill: Writing skills promote critical thinking. When individuals write, they must organize their thoughts, analyze information, and present logical arguments. This process enhances their ability to think critically, evaluate evidence, and develop coherent and persuasive arguments. Improving language development: Basic writing skills aid students expand their vocabulary, improve sentence construction, and learn to spell words correctly. As they progress, they gain the ability to connect words to form coherent sentences and effectively communicate their ideas. Academic Success: Strong writing skills are essential for academic achievement. Basic level students are required to write essays, reports and other assignments to demonstrate their understanding of subjects and concepts. Teaching writing skills equips students to excel in their academic pursuits and effectively convey their knowledge. Self-Expression and Creativity: Writing skills provide an outlet for self-expression and creativity. By teaching these skills, individuals can explore their thoughts, emotions, and imagination, fostering personal growth and self-discovery. Creative writing allows individuals to develop their unique writing style and voice.
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                                                     Chapter-One
1. Introduction
In this introductory chapter of this research paper, it includes background of the study, statement of the problems, rationale of the study, purpose of the study, objectives of the study and limitation of the study and they are mentioned as chronological order.
1.1 Background of Study
Writing skills involves various components, including grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, organization, coherence, and clarity. Proficient writing skills enable individuals to convey their message accurately, concisely, and in a manner that engages and resonates with the intended audience. Basic writing skills: These include spelling, capitalization, punctuation, handwriting and keyboarding, and sentence structure (e.g., learning to eliminate run-ons and sentence fragments). Basic writing skills are sometimes called the “mechanics” of writing. Writing skills development is regarding to signature pedagogy. It is strategies to apply instructional techniques used in the classroom.
Signature pedagogy refers to a specific and characteristic approach to teaching and learning within a particular discipline or profession. Shulman (2005) emphasizes the significance of three essential dimensions, namely thinking, performing, and acting with integrity, which professionals must consider in their respective fields. Shulman introduces the concept of signature pedagogies, referring to specific instructional approaches that are associated with the training of individuals in particular professions. These pedagogical practices play a crucial role in shaping the education and preparation of future practitioners. Moreover, Shulman (2005) argues that signature pedagogies not only facilitate the acquisition of specialized knowledge and skills but also provide valuable insights into the personalities, dispositions, and cultures within a given field. Therefore, distinctive signature pedagogies are necessary for education to effectively address the field's unique demands and ensure the effective preparation of educators.
The necessity of signature pedagogy arises from the recognition that each profession has its unique knowledge, skills, and values that need to be effectively taught and cultivated in future practitioners. Olsen and Clark (2009) extend this notion by asserting the necessity for the development of distinctive signature pedagogies within the field of education itself. They emphasize the importance of designing instructional methods that effectively examine educational practices, the process of educating students, and the preparation of educators for their unique professional roles. This recognition of the need for tailored pedagogical approaches reflects a growing understanding that education is not a generic undertaking but rather a field with its distinct characteristics and demands. By creating and implementing signature pedagogies, educators can enhance their ability to address the specific requirements and challenges inherent in the field of education. 
Among the various teaching methods and strategies, one technique that has proven to be particularly transformative in terms of student engagement and understanding is post-class reflection writing. This approach involves encouraging students to write reflections after each class, which has had a significant impact on their learning experience and my ability to assess their progress. For instance, in a literature discussion, I would prompt students to reflect on the themes and characters explored in the text and encourage them to express their interpretations and draw connections to real-life experiences. By engaging in this reflection process, students have been able to deepen their understanding of the material and establish meaningful connections, thereby enhancing their overall learning experience. Standardized test scores of rural municipality level provide evidence that many students do not have satisfactory writing skills. While recent curriculum changes have increased rural School students’ test in English is low proficiency. The essays are evaluated for ideas and content, organization, style, (sentence structure, vocabulary, and voice) and the conventions of writing (grammar, usage, mechanics, and spelling). Teacher observations of students’ written work across the curriculum has revealed that improvement is needed in the areas of organization, focus, elaboration and detail, and surface mechanical errors such as incomplete sentences. Another concern is that students lack strategies for revising their work. Many students tend to believe that their writing is finished when the first draft is done; they simply recopy instead of revise. Many of the non-proficient writers in the rural Community Schools of Jajarkot district are at-risk of academic failure. Students are defined as “at-risk” when they meet one or more of the following characteristics: unsatisfactory standardized test scores, lack of researched based teaching and learning, lack of writing practice at school, home failing grades in core academic subjects, poverty, and dysfunctional family situations, low family income. Some students cannot afford copy and pen for writing practice. Writing across the curriculum would increase students’ opportunities for writing, which is beneficial to developing fluency. The implementation of writing across the curriculum in rural School will be accompanied by direct instruction in writing strategies and techniques, and the use of the writing process in content area classes as well as language arts classes, in order to enhance the writing abilities of weak students. According to governmental new curriculum in Nepal, it is determined and implemented total 50 percentage marks writing skills for external examination. We can use many writing skills teaching learning activities in the classroom as signature pedagogy for internal evaluation marks. This research helps to enhance writing strategies in rural schools of Jajarkot district at grade-8 students using my signature pedagogy.
       1.2 Problem Statement
The writing skills of many students in rural schools need improvement. Many of the non-proficient writers are students who are considered at-risk of academic failure due to their low academic performance, less understanding English language and practice, test scores, poverty level, or family situations. Instructional strategies of my signature pedagogy are needed which will improve at students’ writing abilities.   
 1.3 Significance and Rationale of Study
Writing skills are an essential component of literacy; students need to be proficient writers in order to participate in our literate society. Effective writing skills are needed in order for students to be academically successful. Rural school in Nepal test includes a writing component for grades- 8 students who have poor writing skills will not achieve proficiency on those tests. In many school districts, including Jajarkot Community Schools, writing in a functional context to produce organized texts is an essential curriculum outcome. Research has shown that writing promotes learning and enhances critical thinking skills. Student's higher cognitive functions, such as analysis and synthesis, seem to develop most fully only with the support of verbal language, particularly of written language. Improving writing skills is a significant problem not only in the Jajarkot Community Schools District, but also regionally and nationally. Writing standards state that students should be able to generate, draft, evaluate, revise, and edit ideas and forms of expressions in their writing. Students should also be able to display effective choices in the organization of their writing, including detail to illustrate and elaborate their ideas and using appropriate conventions of written English. Research indicates that students’ writing abilities need to be stronger. Writing is a critical literacy skill for students’ academic and future success. Methods for improving the writing of non-proficient students must be developed, implemented, and studied.

1.4 Purpose of Study
The purpose of this study is to conduct an experiment to determine effective strategies for increasing the writing skills of grade-8 students at rural School. More specifically, this study will examine the effects of writing across the curriculum and writing process instruction on the writing skills of Eighth-grade students.
1.5  Objectives of Study
Major objectives of this study are mentioned as below:
· To identify the real problem of writing skills at grade-8 students.
· To apply pedagogical implication in the classroom for developing writing skills of grade-8 students.
· To solve the real problems for improving writing skills of grade-8 students using my signature pedagogy.
1.6 Research Questions
There were some particular research questions for this study. Some research questions are mentioned as below:
1. What kinds of problems are the grade-8 students facing in writing skills in English?
2. Why are they feeling difficulty in writing skills?
3. What are the pedagogical implications for grade-8, students being used in the classroom?
4. How can pedagogical problems be solved?
Focusing on above mentioned research questions, I have determined some interview questions for teachers and took 3 days model class to grade-8 students to find out major outputs. Interview questions are mentioned in the Appendix-A.


 
       1.7 Limitations 
This experiment is limited to studying the effects of instruction in writing strategies and the implementation of writing across the curriculum on the writing skills of eighth-grade students. The writing skills studied will be limited to focus, organization of content, use of supporting details, and writing complete sentences using grammatical rules, answer questions, punctuation, paragraphs, news report, story, dialogues, description of table charts and diagrams announcements, essays, letters, applications only. This study will not attempt to examine the effects of writing across the curriculum on content-area learning. 













Chapter-Two
2. Literature Review
 In order to build a foundation for the study of improving the writing skills of grade-eight students using signature pedagogy in English language, several relevant areas of research will be examined. The research will focus on the following topics: policy review, theoretical and empirical review on the importance of improving writing skills, the instructional needs of weak students, writing across the curriculum programs, using the writing process, effective instructional strategies for teaching writing, and evaluation. 
2.1 Review of Related Policy Literature
According to the basic level new governmental new curriculum 2078 B.S. of Nepal, English is the language of international communication. It is widely used in education, mass media, information and communication technology (ICT), business, tourism, science and medicine. This curriculum aims to enable the students to exchange their ideas with the people who speak or write English. It also aims to expose the students to the vast treasure of knowledge and pleasure available in both written and spoken English. The major focus of this curriculum is on language skills viz. listening, speaking, reading and writing and, thus. it aims to develop communicative competence on the part of students. There are major five competences in basic level English course. Focusing on writing skills, there are two writing competences out of five major competences in English.
Reviewing about major outcomes of grade-eight, in English course, there are 10 learning outcomes in writing skills in English. They are mentioned as below:
1. Write personal letters and simple official (School-related), letters, e.g., leave application, a complaint letter to head teacher and others.
2. Write simple recipe and instructions.
3. Interpret charts, tables and diagrams.
4. Write impressions and opinions about topics of personal interest (e.g. lifestyles and culture stories), using basic everyday vocabulary and expression.
5. Write short simple biographies.
6. Write a series of simple sentences about their family, living conditions and educational background.
7. Write simple stories based on the given picture or text or both.
8. Write short basic description of events, past activities and personal experience.
9. Write simple essays on topic of interest.
10. Use punctuation correctly.
Similarly, some writing skills are from reading text. At first read the text and write answer the questions from reading text. Students are requested to write their answer questions, true false item, similar and opposite meanings, fill in the gaps, multiple choice item, rearranging sentences, summary and central theme of the text. Students can develop their writing skills after listening text, news clips, movies etc. Grammar is also fundamental process to develop writing skills.
According to specification grid of the curriculum, the Evaluation process of grade-8 English course is emphasizing the writing skills in English. It occupies at least 50 marks in final examination including reading and writing, free writing and grammar. Reading and writing occupies 25 marks, only writing occupies 20 percentage and grammar occupies 5 percentage out of total 50 marks. Remaining 50 marks occupies internal evaluation. Writing skills are practiced classroom and out of classroom in internal evaluation process.
According to the curriculum, the following are the learning facilitation principles:
1. Fun and Engagement
2. Communicative activities
3. personalization
4. contend and language integrated learning
5. Diversity as a resource
6. Learning through information and communication
7. Learner's autonomy.
Methods and techniques are: question answer, demonstration, games, use of picture, flashcards, use of chants and rhymes, pair work and group work, acting role play simulation, drill, storytelling, dictionary use, use of ICT tools, reading aloud, silent reading, dictation, brainstorming, mind-mapping, controlled writing, guided writing, jigsaw reading, assembling trip story, think pair share, individual work, use of audio videos, sentence starters, use of worksheet, modeling, free writing, project work, cued dialogue. 
       2.2. Review of related theoretical and empirical literature (mixed)
Writing Hillocks (1984) reviewed experimental treatment studies in composition from 1963-1982 and reported his findings in the article “What Works in Teaching Composition: A Meta-analysis of Experimental Treatment Studies” in the American Journal of Education. He found four main modes of composition instruction: (1) the presentational mode, characterized by teacher-led discussion, specific assignments imitating a pattern or following rules, and feedback from the teacher; (2) the natural process mode, characterized by general assignments, emphasis on student-chosen topics and free writing, response from peers, and opportunities to revise writing; (3) the individualized mode, in which students receive individualized instruction through tutorials; and (4) the environmental mode, characterized by specific objectives, short lecture time, engaging students in concrete, structured tasks, and activities involving high levels of peer collaboration. According to Hillocks, the findings “indicate that the dimensions of effective instruction are quite different from what is commonly practiced in schools on the one hand (the presentational mode) and what has been recommended by some adherents of the National Writing Project on the other (the natural process mode)” (p. 159). Hillocks found the most effective mode of instruction was the environmental mode. The environmental mode emphasizes 28 structured problem-solving activities that will help students identify and resolve similar problems in their writing. “On pretest-to-posttest measures, the environmental mode is over four times more effective than the traditional presentational mode and three times more effective than the natural process mode” (160). This resource provided the rationale for using an environmental mode, rather than a natural process mode such as the writing workshop approach, as a treatment method for improving the writing of at weak students. Graham and Harris (1997) reported that providing direct and systematic instruction in writing strategies may be beneficial to students who experience difficulty with writing. A writer’s development depends upon four factors: knowledge, skill, will, and self-regulation. Graham and Harris stated that children who find writing challenging generally do little planning or reflection before or during writing. The authors suggested increasing students’ writing time to 45 minutes to an hour each day, and providing direct instruction in self-regulatory strategies such as planning and revising texts. 
2.3. Review of some related Empirical Literature 
Here are some empirical review of literature regarding to this study. 
Karki (1996), carried out research on comparative study on the English Language writing proficiency between public and private schools of grade X in lamjung district. This study aimed to find out differences writing proficiency of public and private schools students. He found that the students studying in private schools have good vocabulary in English language. In other hand, they used word, clauses and sentences in appropriate way rather than public school's students.
Poudel (1999) carried out research on comparative study of English language written proficiency in higher secondary school of Gulmi and Kathmandu district. This research aimed to find out the writing proficiency in English language between the higher secondary students of Gulmi and Kathmandu districts. He found the students of higher secondary school of Kathmandu had better English language than the students of Gulmi.  So, learning environment and opportunity, technology and practical impacts writing skills in English.
After reviewing the related literature, there are several writing skills components, activities, process and strategies in my signature pedagogy. Some major writing components are: 
1. Mechanics: It refers to the aspects of writing punctuation marks, capitals, abbreviation and number which are often dealt
2. Coherence: Coherence refers to the semantic relationship of different sense units between and among the utterance.
3. Cohesion: Grammatical and lexical relationship between different element of text.
4. Orthographic text: Orthographic system deals with linguistic system such as spelling, words, phrase, clause etc.
5. Para orthographic text: It is related to use of charts, tables, graphs to convey some messages. 
Some activities such as controlled writing, guided writing, para orthographic text writing free writing can be implemented in the classroom. There are some different writing process can be used in writing skills. They are brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising and preparing the final drafts to develop writing skills for students.






















Chapter- Three
3. Methodology

This chapter on methodology briefly describes the method and procedure adopted to carry out this study. The source of data population, sampling procedure, research tools and the preparation, process of data collection are described below:
3.1. Sources of Data
The researcher used both the primary and secondary source of data collection procedures:
Primary sources:  The primary sources of data of this research were interview questions with English teachers, the students of grade-8 from Janata Secondary School, Kushe Rural Municipality-9, Jajarkot and activities done there in model class.
Secondary Sources: The secondary sources of data for this research were the related books, journals, articles, websites, research paper and thesis related to the topic of signature pedagogy.
3.2. Sampling procedure
To carry out the research, the researcher selected two English teachers of secondary level. Only 10 students including boys and girls of grade-8 using random sampling method out of total 55 students.

3.3 tools for data collection
· Some Research Questioner
· Lesson Plan
· Teaching materials
· Record sheets
· Field notes
· Short news clips video
· Camera/ smart phone
3.4 Data collection Procedure 
In order to collect data, researcher of writing skills for selected students conducted 5 day's model class focusing on grade-8, curriculum and specification grid. Then, I asked the head teacher for permission to conduct model class. Then, I found the some problems and their solutions.





















Chapter-Four
4. Analysis and Interpretation of Data

This chapter occupies major data collected from pedagogical implication to the students during intervention. All data were quantitative and qualitative. They are practiced, analyzed and interpreted as following way:
4.1 Analysis and interpretation of the data obtained from English Teachers
Some interview questions were asked with 2 English teachers of secondary level. All the   questioners were regarding to writing skills based. Teacher A responded that students that good writing would be rewarded and poor writing would be penalized receive better essays than instructors who didn't make such demands. He added that students should assign brief writing exercises in their classes. To vary the pace of a lecture course, ask students to write a few minutes during class. Some mixture of in-class writing, outside writing assignments, and exams with open-ended questions will give students the practice they need to improve their skills. Provide guidance throughout the writing process. After they have made the assignment, discuss the value of outlines and notes, explain how to select and narrow a topic, and critique the first draft, define plagiarism as well. Teacher should tell students that writing is a way of learning, not an end in itself. Also let them know that writing is a complicated, messy, nonlinear process filled with false starts. Help them to identify the writer's key activities:
· Developing ideas
· Finding a focus on the major theme
· Composing a draft
· Getting feedback and comments from others
· Revising the draft by expanding ideas, clarifying meaning, reorganizing
· Editing
· Presenting the finished work to teachers and friends
Similarly, Teacher B Responded that English teacher should give students opportunities to talk about their writing. Students need to talk about writing topic in progress so that they can formulate their thoughts, critical thinking, and logical ability, generate ideas, and focus their topics. Take five or ten minutes of class time for students to read their writing to each other in small groups or pairs. It's important for students to hear what their peers have written. Explain the importance of grammar and sentence structure, as well as content. Students shouldn't think that English teachers are the only judges of grammar and style. English teacher should tell students that they would be looking at both quality of their writing and the content.
Finally, it was reviewed the teachers point of View. It was analyzed that the improvement of student writing as their responsibility. Some key points of developing writing skills are mentioned as below:
· Let students know teacher value good writing Stress the importance of clear, thoughtful writing. On the first day and throughout the term remind students that they must make their best effort in expressing themselves on paper. Reinforce this with comments on earlier assignments to show teacher really mean it
· Regularly assign brief writing exercises in class. To vary the pace of the lecture, ask students to write a few minutes during class. 
· Provide guidance through the writing process Discuss the value of outlines and notes, explain how to select and narrow a topic, and critique the first draft, define plagiarism as well.
· Don’t feel as though you have to read and grade every piece of your students’ writing.  Ask students to analyze each other’s work during class or ask them to critique their work in small groups. Students will learn that they writing to think more clearly rather than to obtain a grade. You can collect their work and skim through if you require. 
· Find other colleagues who are trying to use writing more effectively in their courses. Pool ideas about how students can use writing to learn more about the content




4.2. Data Obtained from Five Day's Model Class
Before taking model class, I requested the head teacher and English teacher to take 3 day's model class. After getting permission, I took three day's model class to selected 10 students. 
First day's class, I took separately 10 students in their class after school time. I entered the classroom then I reviewed their previous learning with short time discussion. Then, I asked some writing skills of their previous class. After that, I asked any two questions of writing skills for class work. First one was, essay writing entitled "Rivers in Nepal". Second one was letter to the head teacher asking him emergency leave for 3 days. I determined 30 minutes time and let them to write an essay and emergency leave in prescribed time. Then, I found at least 50 percentage error in their writing such as, grammatical, spelling, punctuation, starting and ending parts and  main theme of writing errors etc. Then after, I asked them to attend next day's class.
On the second day's model class, I prepared the lesson plan and some teaching materials like essay and letter writing skills charts. Then, I asked the students to review previous class and started to teach them demonstrating effective teaching materials. Then, I elaborated students to write an essay and letter with correct format, follow grammatical rules, spelling, punctuation etc. Then, I asked students to write an essay on "Importance of English language'' and letter to   municipality education section officer asking them to support sport materials for their schools for their homework focusing on writing strategies.
On the third day's model class, I checked their homework and found 70 percentage improvement in their writing. Then, I played a news clips video entitled "today's weather forecast of Nepal'' in live TV channel. Then asked to transcribe the weather report in their note copy. Then check their error and correct them. Then, I distributed photocopies of a written news report model to each students and I ask to write another news report on their note book using particular rules of news writing on the model of photocopy. Then, I guide line them to write the news report properly. Then, I asked them to write some national or local new in English in different title to different students and present them for tomorrow.
On the fourth day's model class, I reviewed their previous class and correct their news report. After that, I distributed each students Meta cards then I asked to write any one rules and regulations with their names in examination hall. Then, I collected their cards and attached on the wall. Then, asked them to write correct order in their note book. Similarly, I follow the same method to make recipe of MoMo. At the end of this class, I asked students to get ready for next day's written assessment.
On the fifth day's model class, I asked the students to write essay, letter, news report, recipe and rules and regulations as an assignment. I determined 1hr 15 minutes time. Then after, I found the student's 85 percentages progress in their writing skills properly using my signature pedagogy. Assignment model questions are mentioned in the Appendix-A.


























Chapter-Five
5. Finding, Conclusion and Recommendations
This chapter consists finding, conclusion and recommendations. They are mentioned as below:
5.1 Findings
From Teachers
· Good writing would be rewarded and poor writing would be penalized receive better essay than instructors.
· Students should assign brief writing exercises in their classes.
· Some mixture of in-class writing, outside writing assignments, and exams with open-ended questions will give students the practice they need to improve their skills.
· Provide better guidelines and outlines in writing skills.
· English teacher should give students opportunities to talk about their writing.
· Students need to talk about writing topic in progress so that they can formulate their thoughts, generate ideas, and focus their topics in fixed time.
· Explain the importance of grammar and sentence structure, as well as content. Students shouldn't think that English teachers are the only judges of grammar and style. English teacher should tell students that they would be looking at both quality of their writing and the content.
From Student's Model Class
· Particular writing skills in essay, letter, news report, rules and regulation and recipe made students good writing skills.
· Proper grammatical rules, spelling and punctuation practice provides students better knowledge in writing skills.
· Showing news videos, audios, newspaper format encourages good writing skills.
· Frequently writing practice and applying good methods and techniques enables student good writing skills.


5.2 Conclusion
Writing skills refer to the ability to effectively communicate thoughts, ideas, and information through written language. It involves various components, including grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, organization, critical thinking, logic coherence, and clarity. Proficient writing skills enable individuals to convey their message accurately, concisely, and in a manner that engages and resonates with the intended audience. These skills are essential for academic success, professional growth, and effective communication in various contexts. In classroom teaching, appropriate signature pedagogy of writing skills should be applied by the efficient ELT teachers.

5.3 Recommendations
[bookmark: _GoBack]After using my signature pedagogy in this study, some major recommendations are mentioned as below:
· Review grammar and spelling basics. Grammar, punctuation and spelling form the foundation of good writing skills. So, both teacher and students should pay the attention on this before writing.
· Read what you want to write. Knowing what a finished piece of writing can look like can guide your own. ...
· Proofread is necessary after writing. So, teacher should guide students to proof read their writing any item.
· Provide feedback students writing skills.
· Teacher should ask students to think about structure/format of any writing skills.
· Use newspaper, audio video news clips to transcribe and write properly.
· Then, write any item properly.
· Know some common fixes and other writing techniques.
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Appendix-A
 Assessment Questions for Students Applied after Model Class 
Class-8                                                                                                                Full marks-40                                   Subject- English Writing Skills                                                                       Time- 1hr. 30min

1. Write an essay in about 150 words on "Use of ICT in Education". 10
2. Write a letter to your chairperson of your rural municipality requesting him to build your school compound immediately. 10
3. Write a short news report on the topic " Earthquake in Jajarkot" 10
4. Write any five rules and regulations during morning pray time at your school. 5
5. Write any five steps to make delicious omelet at your home. 5
End





