Lingua-philosophical interpretations of category of time in the English Language

     Philosophical idea of time is based on human life experience, and it is connected with cognition of the real world by individual. The idea of time had been developed and continues its progress with the help of humanity along the way of absolute truth, approaching it. Researchers, watching evolution of time understanding in the process of nature cognition and human thought development, analyze history of becoming and development of the idea of time in different branches of science. Philosopher J. B. Molchanov defines time as an immensely complex and multilateral characteristic of being and he highlights four time concepts, such as substantial, relational, statical and dynamical. Consequently, it is necessary to talk not about time per se, but about problem of time, about the way we get to time, and also find out its logical and conceptual structure. 

         Since concept of time is complicated and multidimensional fact, it is naturally that in different mindsets it modeled differently, but anyhow is always modeled. Both domestic and foreign scientists speak different notions of attitudinal sensitivities of time and propose own time concepts. Those, foremost, are O. A. Ivanin, J. B. Molchanov, V. I. Sviderskiy, S. V. Meyen, O. M. Garov, B. A. Yspenskiy, D. G. Didrou, G.Uitroy, E. MacTaggart, J. Dunne, A. Alexander, R. Gale and others. In the view of these scientists, one of the main tasks of different sciences is attempt to show special multidimensional nature of the category of time: its connection to real category of time and its speciality, its soleness in a certain branch, field of knowledge, within a certain social phenomenon. 

      On different structural levels of substance, in different fields of cognition, and also in different spheres of human activity time has its specific characteristic of contents and demonstration. For instance, in physics and astronomy time is considered as fundamental system of interactions between material objects, that displays the coordination of conditions and appearances, which change one another (sequence, duration). It goes here about solar, star and astronomical time. 

     In psychology time is being studied as directed magnitude, vector, constant starting point, from where the record is being led. O. R. Hermanovich underlines, that with this point the further moment is connected, which especially complicates time perception with the help of indirect component. According to the scientist, the native departure point of time is “now”, which divides time into whatever preceeded – i. e. past, and whatever succeeds – i. e. future. And besides, the outlook of individual on past and future can be denoted only through it's perception of present.

In philosophy the category of tense is being considered as one, that represents the duration of body existence, is the necessary condition of matter existence. It pertains to a number of the most difficult phenomenons, consequently its nature hasn't been studied to this day. As noted by Augustine Blessed, time comprehension at domestic level doesn't prove difficult, but they appear the moment when there is the need to comprehend tense phenomenon in total. In particular, analyzing time determinations, which were given in explanatory dictionary of S. I. Ozhegow we have found confirmation to statements of the famous philosopher. Author observes tense from several different positions: 

1) as a span of one or other length, in which period something takes place: continuity of hours, days, years;

2) as a period, time of something's existence;

3) as verb category, which form refers action to present, past or future;

4) as one of forms (along with space) of infinite matter existence, which is under development, consistent alteration of its occurrences and conditions;

5) as a distinct moment, in which something is taking place;

6) as a period or epoch;

7) as a write moment;

8) as time of day, year;

9) as a duration of smth, which can be measured in seconds, minutes, hours.

Consequently, multidimensional nature of this category and ambiguity of approaches to its analysis gives us opportunity to make conclusion, that it is possible to grasp the idea of time entirely only when character of time ratio comprehension by human and their linguistic expression is considered. 


Thus, given that time is a complex multi-categorial concept, correlating with categories of philosofical, phisical, psichological, biological, social, historical and linguistic essence, in study of linguistic aspect of this category it is necessary to build on different ways of time notion interpretation, presenting in general sciences and social studies. For instance, the study of semantic category of present tense and lingual ways of its realisation requires not only understanding of deep scope of the term time, but also corellation between real course of events or reality with period of their reflection in language, interaction of events and states in time, their consistency, time interval between them, as well as situative-meaningful nuances of time in individual perception and their expression by person. 


Taking into account the considerations, given above, I think that for comprehention and expression of time with the help of language means it is important:

· to concentrate attention on perculiarities of individual perception, comprehension and expression of time outness;

· to understand, that on axis of real time semantic and formal structures of people's natural language are interrelated;

·   to view the moment of speaking as a starting point of time or correlate events through transitive relations between them;

· to take into account that objectively existing relations between time and motion in language are reflected in Present and Past simple tenses;

· to take into consideration the influence of personal factor in lingual expression of temporality.  

