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[bookmark: _GoBack]Should the Death Penalty Be Taken Away?
Modern society is called the most tolerant and humane, but in some countries, judges can still sentence criminals to death. In the Middle Ages, a person's life was worth almost nothing. Therefore, that measure of punishment was acceptable. Now the situation could have changed, but there are still many supporters of such a method. These people do not believe that criminals can rehabilitate. They want to prevent the appearance of the new possible crimes that the prisoners can commit if they emerge from jail. That makes sense, but also it is human nature to make mistakes, so no one should pay for them with their life. The idea that everyone deserves the understanding of the others and a second chance spreads more and more. The death penalty has become obsolete and must be replaced by new, more humane methods of punishment.
The main thing that people should ask themselves about the death penalty is whether they have the right to decide someone's future. Such a measure of punishment is a direct violation of human liberties and gross negligence in contemporary moral and ethical perspectives. Therefore, a lot of public figures and social organizations condemn capital punishment as unjustified and unacceptable cruelty for modern society. According to the protecting human rights organization AI (Amnesty International), 106 countries had completely abolished the death penalty by the end of 2019. These data prove that humanity has already embarked on a more tolerant and humane way of solving problems.  Such a choice should have a positive impact on the standard of people's living in the future.
	Furthermore, the main task of the death penalty is to reduce the number of crimes, but in most cases, it does not make any difference. The most popular argument in favor of such punishment is that the threat of execution can prevent people from committing a crime. In reality, countries, where capital punishment is allowed, do not have a lower crime rate. That mostly depends on the effectiveness of security agencies and the level of the economic development of the state. For example, the USA and Ukraine take close positions in the ranking of crime indexes, 46th and 50th place accordingly, even though the death penalty is still permissible in the USA, in Ukraine it had been abolished in 1999 (Numbeo). Thus, the practice of the death penalty does not affect the crime rate. This fact proves once again that such a measure of punishment has no convincing evidence of its effectiveness.
	Another argument in defense of death penalty is the impossibility of the release or escape of extremely dangerous criminals. Due to insufficient detention measures, there is always the possibility of prisoners fleeing, which, in turn, leads to an increase in the number of victims. Though, this is rare if all the precautions are taken. Moreover, life imprisonment is much cheaper for the state than the death penalty. In compliance with all the rules and proper performance of their duties by the people responsible for this issue, life imprisonment is a much more civilized substitute for capital punishment.
	Consequently, the death penalty is a ruthless remnant of the past, which cannot properly perform its functions. This type of punishment provides an opportunity to solve some problems, but the methods of achieving it are too unacceptable for the modern world. All the advantages of this method are too small to cover all the damage that it inflicts on death row, their families, as well as the reputation and economy of the whole country. Even though its effectiveness has not been proven, many countries continue practicing it. According to the arguments presented in this essay, the abolition of the death penalty is a step towards a new prosperous society that can live without excessive violence and injustice. It is very important to understand that humanity always keeps evolving, and we have to remove the vestiges of the past in order to become better.
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