PREVAN
By
Pelzhent

Translated by Rita Kolesnik

The play is written based on Choderlos de Laclos’s novel “Les liaisons
dangereuses”, specifically on the story described in Letter LXXIX.



CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

PREVAN, count Antoine de Prevan.
JEAN, his brother.

BARONESS Margaret de Sainte-Croix.
MARQUISE Louise de la Chétardie.
COUNTESS Henriette de Brionne.
MARQUIS Charles de Torcy.
CHEVALIER Louis de Sax.
VISCOUNT Philippe de Lorraine.
Marquise LUCIANA Campori.

Two SERVANTS, COOK.



It is with life as it is with a play, — it matters not how long the action is spun out,

ACT I.

but how good the acting is.
Moral letters to Lucilius (Epistulae morales ad Lucilium)
by Seneca (translated by Richard Mott Gummere)

Paris, the end of the 18" century. The house of count de Prevan
The hall, PREVAN and JEAN are sitting at the table
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JEAN

PREVAN
JEAN

Oh, how bored am ... Aging's touched me not so badly yet
And to satiety not stranger I'm already.

So you'll olden once, what would you do
By then, my Antonie, and what’s next?

Belong | to society that rather
Won't ever be a big surprise.

A bromide | now hear
That coming from the usual scapegrace.

| suffer hard because of boredom and it treads me down.
What am | to?

Well, toil and moil then,

And learn your trade before,

So that you'll get your boredom over
While others, dazzled, look at you.

Is it you joking?

No, deadly serious am |I.

Jean, you’re my brother, yes,

Though high society doesn’t give it in.

And there’s less ennui with you, by contrast,

But often words of yours can prick at one
So sore as only the sharpest rapier does.

My gratitude! A few can say such words as you.
Our father is the same, I bear that in mind,
No sinking of this fact is great of you.

Especially that you're elder.

Oh, tell me truth: how can those people be
So sure to crown one noble by moral they made up?



Although the man with wisdom gifted
Once said we're born unequal straight,
But dying'll make us peer. The ashes all can level off.

PREVAN Lawks? The nobility are noble?

JEAN Can't say. But you should know of this.
However, this matter's a sore spot for me. Abandon it.
| have for being misery no will.

PREVAN | won't object.
Besides, to abandone’s simpler than to keep.

JEAN Your words of the sapidity | have
Has made me curious. Don't keep it secret.

PREVAN gets up and paces the room

PREVAN Let’s start with hunting. Since youth you’ve never liked it,
Though dissembled passion properly to be alike.
Last years you’ve ceased all: fowling, grousing, foxing,
Always succeeding in offering a sinuous excuse.
Shooting creatures has never been your taste,
The eyes of wounded doe are chasing you.
| was right there then. It was simplicity itself
To guess your thoughts.
Was it flaccidity? Oh, no.
| clearly remember how firmly you rebuffed
To the viscount having dishonoured you.

JEAN I should admit that observation’s canny,
But how could you get this by?

PREVAN You are my brother, we were disunited seldom
By father. Save... Pardon, continuation isn’t needed here.
Anyhow, when we were sharing moments wheresoever,
Exempli gratia by reading piece out of the book,
| could not help but gaping time to time,
And deeper meaning lurking at pages’ bottom
Did not emerge to me,
Because I’m rarely fascinated by a book.
And you while reading any novel, knee-deep in it:
The ghost of sorrow’s changing to slight smile
Or even blush appears at your face.
What could you back then notice
Aside from brittle sheets?



JEAN “I’m rarely fascinated by a book™...
At very least you’re honest.
It occurs that books (especially new ones) are being read
So that peacock might splurge by quoting in discourse.

PREVAN That is not featly oftentimes.
SERVANT brings in a letter, PREVAN sits at the table and reads it

PREVAN This letter contains the news | have been waiting for.
Biding is out of receptibility for now, so | must go, brother.
Pray! Don’t forget there are no secrets between us,
So the whole story you will know.

JEAN How long should I await?
PREVAN Without fail till dinner I’1l come back.

PREVAN leaves
JEAN (stands up and speaks to the audience)

Looking at brother’s fiery eyes after the letter being read,
| may assume that escapade will soon be taking place
And will absorb him fully.

(Pause) Much people seek for peace

And hasteless, quiet ens.

My brother is not likely to ever be like this.
ACT II.

The mansion of marshal’s wife

In the foreground MARQUIISE sitting alone. Couples are dancing at the back of
the hall

PREVAN Madam, | beg your pardon
For interrupting you from thinking.
Wrinkles are definitely unbecoming
To be on lady’s face and most for springtime living ones.
Although they hadn’t marred the face of yours.
| would give lots away and pray to know
What thought has made you lour?

MARQUESE  Dear count, the fact of knowing me
Does not equal to right of being brusque.



MpeBaH

AeiicTBylowme nmua:

pacd AHTyaH ae MNpeBaH.
XaH, ero 6par.

BapoHecca Mapraputa ge CeHT-Kpya.
Mapkuza Jlyusa ge na LWetapaun.
padunHa NeHpueTTa Ae BpMOHH.
Mapku3 Wapnb ae Topcu.

LLleanbe Jlyn ae Cakc.

BUKOHT ®ununn ae JloppeH.

Mapkusa JlydaHa Kamnopwu.

[Boe cnyr v nosap.

)Xn3Hb - KaK nbeca: He TO Ba>XHO, AJINHHa JIN OHa, a TO, XOPOLUO JI1 CbirpaHa.
CeHeka.

Mapwxk, 17.. roAa.

AeiicTBue nepsoe. [lom rpada ae NpesBaHa.

B 3ane, 3a croniom cugat lpeBaH v JKaH.

lMpeBaH: Kak xe cKy4yHo... Ewe gocraTto4Ho 9 Monoa,
A C npecblleHeM 3HaKOM He NO Hac/blWwKe.

XaH: Yto xe 6yaet ganble, AHTyaH,
Korga Tbl K CTapoCTu npuaews?

MpeBaH: To 06LLEeCTBO, K KOTOPOMY C POXAEHUS, NMPUHAANEXY S
Hnuem yxe, noxanyn, He CMOXeT yaAUBUTD.

XKaH: BaHanbHbIe cnoBa
M3 yCT ycTasLwero noBechl.

MpeBaH: Tocka nomMana, HaBasMnacb Ha MeHs TOCKa
Kak BbIBEPHYTbCSH?

XaH: TpyaoM 3aHATbCS

A nepea 3TUM - OCBOUTbL peMecso.
Tbl Tak XaHApPY CBOK pasroHULLb

M obwecTtBo NOCTYNKOM NopasuLlb.

MpeBaH: M3BoNULWb TaK WYTUTL?

XaH: HeT, s cepbesHo.

MpeBaH: XXaH, AnA MeHs Tbl 6parT,

XOTb BbICLUWNIA CBET He NpuU3HaeT cero.

C 10601 Xe MHe, HanNpoTUB, MHTEPECHO,
Ho npw 3TOM, Tbl C/TOBOM MOXeLUb YKO/OTb

CunbHel panupbl OCTPOW.

XaH: AHTyaH, 6naroaapto, HEMHOIME TaK CKaxyT:



OTeu y Hac oamH, 06 3TOM NOMHIO 1,
Ho rnaBHoe, 4YTO Tbl He 3abbiBaellb.

MpeBaH: OCO6EHHO - YTO CTapLUMiA Thl.

XaH: CKkaxxu MHe, pasBe MOryT fioan

MpuayMaHHbIMM NpaBunamMm 61aropoACTBOM HarpaXaaTtb?
XOTS, ckasan e Myapblil MyX:

HepaBHbIMM Mbl POXAEHbI,

YMpeM e paBHbIMW, YpaBHUBAET Npax BCE...

MpeBaH: HeyxTo Bce ABOpsiHE 61aropoAHbI?

XaH: He 3Hato, TyT Tebe BUAHEN.
OaHako xBaTuT, 60NE3HEHHYIO TEMY AN MEeHS, OCTaBUM.
3aHyLOM CTAHOBUTbLCS HET OXOThI.

MpeBaH: 1 He nNpoTuB
Tem 6onee ocTtaBUTb, BCErga HaMHOMo MpoLLe YeM BECTU.

XaH: [a, Tbl cKaszan, 4To MHTepec MOry 4 Bbi3blBaTb,
YeMm e, ecnn He cekpeT?

lNpeBaH BCTaer n3-3a CTos1a Y MPoOXa>knUBaeTcsi N0 KOMHare.

MpeBaH: HayHy c oxoThbl. TeM 6onee, YTO C/IOBO 3TO CKa3asl Tbl TOJIbKO YTO.
OXOTy C HOHOCTU Tbl He Nbun, XoTb Aenan Bua, YTo yBJleYeH Kak BCe.
A neT nocneaHnX HeCKOSIbKO OXOTUTCH Thbl €34UThb nepectan

MpuymnHbBI ANS OTKa3a NOCTOSHHO HaxoAas.

XXnBOTHbIX Xanko ybusaTtb Tebe

OcobeHHOo rnasa Tol laHW, paHEHOW, He MOXELLb Tbl 3abbIThb.

CTosan 5 psSAoOM U MHe HeTpyAHO 6bi1o AoragaThCes,

O 4yeM Tbl AgyMan B TOT MOMEHT.

YT0 310 6BIN0 - cnabocTb? HeT.

Beab NOMHIO S, Kak Tbl peLlnTenbHO U AepP3KO OTNOp BUKOHTY Aan,
Mo3sonuBwEeMy ockopbuTb Tebs.

XKaH: lNpusHawcb, 4a, NnogMeyeHo BCe TOYHO.
Ho nouemy e s He 3aMeyan, YTo NpUCTaabHO 3a MHOM Tbl Habnwaaews?

MpeBaH: Tbl 6paT MHE, K OTel Hac pasflyke peako noaseprasn
3a uckyeHuem Koraa... a, n3suHu, 9 npogomkaTtb He 6yay.
Tak BOT, B MOMEHTbI Te, KOraa Mbl HaX0AUINCb BMeCTe

W, HanpuMep unTanu, ogHO NpomusBeaeHne, cnasa noopasb,
BbbiBano Tak, uto s B 60pbby BCTynasn, c 3eBOTOMN,

A CMbICA TOT, KOTOPbIN B CTPOYKaxX 3aktoueH

MHe HMKaK He OTKpbiBancs

1 peaAKO KHUTY MHTEePEeCHON HaxXOoXy.

Kak e unTaellb Tbl, B pOMaH BCeLEesio NOrpy>XeHHbIN

N TeHb Neyanu Ha TBOEM SnLE CMEHAETCS YNblbKoM,

A VMHOrga pyMsiHUEM Ha Lekax.

YTO MOr Tbl B 3TOT MUI 3aMeTUTb

KpoMe KHurun?

XKaH: 5 peako KHUry MHTEPECHOM HaxoXy...

Mo KpanHein Mepe - OTKPOBEHHO.

Beab kak 6biBaeT: KHUMM ANa TOro YMTAKOT, 0CO6EHHO HOBUHKM,
Y7106 NbINb B rNasa nycTuTb, Aa U UUTaTy BCTaBUTb B pa3rosop.

MNpeBaH: He K MecTy 3ayacTylo.



XaH: Ho Bce e MbIC/Ib CBOO Tbl COKPOBEHHOW caenan.
[pyrve Beab HENPaBWIbHO MONMYT.

Cnyra NMPNUHOCHT NMNCbMO, HPEBaH cagnTcs 3a CToJ1 1 YNTaEeT ero.

MNpeBaH: B 3TOM NUcbMe 3aKk/oyeHa Ta HOBOCTb, KOTOPYIO IaBHO A oXuaarn.
M HenpueMnemo K Hell NpoMeasieHbe, NO3TOMY A nokuaato Tebs, 6part.
Mpoluy, He 3abbiBait 0 TOM, YTO OT TEGA CEKPETOB HE MMEID.

MoApOBHOCTM y3Haellb BCKOpE.

XaH: Kak gonro xaatb Tebsa?
lMpeBaH: 1 HENPEMEHHO K YXXUHY BEPHYCb.
INMpeBaH yxoanT.

XaH (nogHuMaeTcs u3-3a CTona 1 roBopuT B 3an):

Mo rnasam ropswmum 6paTa, NOcie NPOYTEHHOro NMCbMa
CTaHOBUTCA MOHATHO, YTO XAEeT ero odepefHas aBaHTOpa,
B KOTOpYO HbIPHET OH CKOPO C FOSIOBOWA.

MNMay3a.

CTpeMaTcs MHOMmMe K rnokoto
M XN3Hb pa3sMepeHHYo ULLYT,
Mown 6paT, noxanyin, HUKOr4a TakuM He byaerT...

AeiictBue BTopoe. OCO6HAK MapLuasibluM .....

Ha nepegHeM nnaHe B 0OqUHOYECTBE, 3a CTOJIOM, CUANT MapKu13a.
B rny6uHe 3ana TaHYyOT Napsl.

MpeBaH: CyaapbiHSA, NpOLWY MEeHS NpPOCTUTb,

YTo 5 OT Bawmx pasMbilL/IEHNI OTBIEKalo.

MopwunHbl Aamam, 6e3yCcnioBHO, He K auuy,

OcobeHHO ans Tex, KTo B BO3pacTe UBETYyLWEM npebbiBatoT.
Ho Bac He nopTunm OoHW, Koraa veno BosIHAMKU npopesasnu.
Hemano a rotos otaaTb, 4TO6bI y3HaTb:

Kakas Mbicnb sBUIacb UX MpUYMHON?

Mapkusa: Npad, To 4TO Mbl 3HAKOMbI, BaM npaBo He gaeTt
Ctonb 6bITb 6€CcLEepeMOHHbIM!



