This is the story of a bad boy. Well, not such a very bad, but a pretty
bad boy: and I ought to know, for | am. or rather | was, that boy myself.

Lest the title should mislead the reader, 1 hasten to assure him here that
| have no dark confessions to make. 1 call my story the story of a bad boy,
partly to distinguish myself from those faultless young gentlemen who
generally figure in narratives of this Kind, and partly because 1 really was
not a cherub. | may truthfully say | was an amiable, impulsive lad, blessed
with fine digestive powers. and no hypocrite. I didn't want to be an angel
and with the angels stand; I didn't think the missionary tracts presented to
me by the Rev. Wibird Hawkins were half so nice as Robinson Crusoe:
and [ didn't send my little pocket-money to the natives of the Fegjee
Islands, but spent it royally in peppermint-drops and talfyv candy. In short,
[ was a real human boy, such as vou may meet anywhere in New England,
and no more like the impossible boy in a storvbook than a sound orange
is like one that has been sucked dry. But let us begin at the beginning.

Whenever a new scholar came to our school, | used to confront him at
recess with the following words: “My name's Tom Bailey; what's vour
name?" If the name struck me favorably, 1 shook hands with the new pupil
cordially; but if it didn't, | would turn on my heel, for | was particular on
this point. Such names as Higgins, Wiggins, and Spriggins were deadly
affronts to my ear; while Langdon, Wallace. Blake. and the like. were
passwords to my confidence and esteem.

Ah me! some of those dear fellows are rather elderly boys by this time—
lawyers, merchants, sea-captains, soldiers, authors, what not? Phil Adams
(a special good name that Adams) is consul at Shanghai, where I picture
him to myself with his head closely shaved—he never had too much

hair—and a long pigtail banging down behind. He is married, | hear; and
[ hope he and she that was Miss Wang Wang are very happy together,



Lle icTopia noraHoro xnonus. Hy, He Takoro BXe 1 NoraHoro, ane
A0CUTb HECTYXHAHOTO xnonuda. Komy X, AK He MeHi e 3HaTK, agrKe ue A —
TOW Xxnoneub Ym page 6ys HUM.

Hexal 3aronoBoK He BBOAMTb YMTA4a B OMaHy: A 3aNeBHALO, WO He Mato
OOAHUX TEeMHWUX 3i3HaHb. A Ha3MBaK CBOK OMOBiAb ICTOPIED NOraHoOro
X/10NUA YaCTKOBO A/1A TOro, Wob BUoKpemuTn cebe 3-nomixK TUX 6e3g0raHHmNX
IOHUX OXKEHTIbMEHIB, AKi 3a3BM4Yan ¢irypytotb y nogibHMx onosigaHHAX, a
4YaCTKOBO TOMY, WO A M cnpaBai He OyB AHronom. A CMINMBO MOXY
CTBepAKYyBaTH, WO OYyB NPUEMHMM, IMNYIbCUBHMM XNOMNUEM, HAZiIEHUM
YyJOBMM TPABAEHHAM, i He Aavuemipom. f He XoTiB OyTM AHronom i
nepebyBaTtn cepen AHroNiB. A He Aymas, WO MiCiOHEepPCbKi bpowypu, AKi Ham
po3aaBaB npenogobHui Bibipa lOKiHC, BynnM XO4 HANONOBUHY TaKUMKU XK
rapHMmu, AK «PobiH30H Kpy3o». A He »KepTByBaB CBOI APiOHI KNLWEHbKOBI
rpowi Ha TybinbuiB ocTpoBiB DigrKi, HaTOMICTb LWEeAPO BMUTPaA4vaB iX Ha
NbOASAHUKM | TArydkn. Cnosom, 1 6yB 3BUYAWHICIHBKMM XJIOMUEM, AKOTO
MOXKHa 3ycTpiTn byab-ae B HoBit AHrnil, nogibHMM Ha igeanbHOro OHaKa i3
KHUMXKWU He Oinblue, HiXX BUYaABAEHUIN anenbCUH CXOXUM Ha CBiXKUN. Ane
NOYHIMO 3 CAaMOro NOYaTKy.

LLlopa3y Konn 40 HaWwOoi WKOAM NPUXOAUB HOBWUM y4eHb, A 3yCTpiyaB
MOro Ha nepepsi 3 TakKMMKU cnoBamu: «MeHe 3BaTu Tom belini, a Tebe AK?»
AKwo moro im’a meHi nogobanocs, A cepaeyHO TUCHYB HOBAYKOBI PYKy i byB
YeMHMM. AKLLO X Hi, A po3BepTaBCcA Ta M iwoB, 60 6yB y LbOMY NUTAHHI AyKe
nepebipaneun. Taki imeHa ak TirriHc, BirriHc um CnpiriHc, 3By4ann gna meHe
AK cmepTenbHa obpasa; TMm yacom JleHraoH, Bonnec, bnenk ta nogibHi
3abe3neyyBanu ix BAACHMKAM MO0 A0Bipy Ta noBary.

Ox, CKinbKM 3 TUX N0bUx apy3iB 3apa3 y)Ke A0CUTb NMOXWUNOrO BIiKY:
IOPUCTK, KyNui, KaniTaHn Kopabnis, congatu, NMCbMEHHUKU — KOTFO TiNIbKK
cepen, HUX Hemae! ®in Agamc (ocobamBo xopole im’a, AK Ha MEHe) HUHI
KoHcyn y WaHxai. A cobi yaBnaw MOro 3 NOroneHol rosIoBOK0 — Y HbOFO
Hikonn He B6yno 6araTo BONOCCA — i TAKMM A0BMMM XBOCTMKOM, LLO 3BMCAE
33a4y. KaxyTb, BiH oapy»KeHui, i A cnogisatocs, Wo BiH i mic BaH BaH ayke
LLLAC/INBI pa3oMm.



