The best inexpensive places to travel in the US
Let’s be honest: your bank account shouldn’t dictate your bucket list. While travel costs are climbing everywhere, there are still plenty of destinations in the US where you can have a world-class experience without spending a fortune. The trick isn't just finding the cheapest flight. It's finding cities where the best activities are either free or offer incredible value for the ticket price. If you want to stretch your dollar, you need to look for spots that offer "high-impact" entertainment.
“Big cities, small budgets: Los Angeles and Chicago”
For most people, it may seem strange to include Los Angeles and Chicago in this list, but in fact, these cities are a gold mine for experienced travelers who know that budget is not a barrier to travel. A common attraction in Los Angeles, like a trip to Hollywood sign or rest on Venice Beach is free. In Chicago, you can see some beautiful and famous architecture just by walking along the riverfront. But in fact you decide to spend money on some attractios, make sure it's worth it. 
Instead of spending a lot of money on theme parks or trendy rooftop bars that don't really offer anything unique, you should look for exciting experiences that give you incredible sensations and leave you with wonderful memories. For example, the Medieval Torture Museum has branches in both Los Angeles and Chicago. It’s become a go-to for budget-conscious travelers because it offers a dense, interactive historical experience that kills a couple of hours without killing your wallet. Rated 4.9 stars by thousands of visitors, it’s the kind of place that delivers a high-quality, memorable shock factor - proving you don't need VIP prices to see something unforgettable.
“Historic Charm & Combo Deals: St. Augustine”
If you prefer a smaller town vibe, St. Augustine, Florida, is hands down one of the best value destinations in the country. The "Ancient City" is extremely walkable, meaning you can save a ton on Uber rides just by staying near St. George Street. You can spend half the day wandering the colonial quarter or relaxing on the beach for free.
When it comes to paid attractions, St. Augustine is the king of the "Combo Deal." Right in the historic center, you’ll find the Tiny Things Museum situated right next to the local branch of the Medieval Torture Museum. Smart travelers grab a combo ticket to see both. You get the adrenaline of dark history and the wonder of microscopic art all in one go. It’s a rare chance to see two top-rated attractions (also holding solid 4.8 stars reputation) for a price that feels like a steal compared to bigger tourist traps.
“Free Culture & Southern Soul: D.C. and New Orleans”
If you are looking beyond these three hubs, Washington, D.C. deserves a top spot on any budget traveler's list. It is arguably the best value destination in the country simply because nearly all Smithsonian museums and the National Zoo are completely free. You can stand in front of space shuttles or classic art without opening your wallet. Alternatively, head south to New Orleans. Here, the entertainment is built into the streets. You don't need expensive tickets when classic jazz plays for free on every corner of the French Quarter, and one of the best meals is the affordable po'boys you can buy at a local shop. Both cities prove that inexpensive doesn't mean cheap or uninteresting - it just means you're spending your money more wisely.
FAQ
1. Is it really possible to do LA or Chicago on a budget? 
Absolutely. Both cities have robust public transit (especially Chicago) and endless free parks. If you mix free sightseeing with high-value museums like the ones mentioned above, you can keep daily spending very low.
2. Why do you recommend the Torture Museum for budget travel? 
It comes down to "bang for your buck." It’s an immersive, audio-guided experience that takes time to go through. Compared to a 5-minute carnival ride that costs the same, you get a full lesson in history and culture.
3. What is the "Tiny Things Museum"? 
It’s exactly what it sounds like - a gallery of micro-sculptures (like art inside the eye of a needle). It’s located in St. Augustine and is perfect if the Torture Museum is a bit too intense for some members of your group.
4. Are these museums suitable for families trying to save money? 
Yes. The Tiny Things Museum is great for all ages. The Medieval Torture Museum is recommended for teens (13+), making it a cool, affordable stop for families with older kids who are bored of playgrounds.
5. Do I need to book these in advance? 
It’s always a good idea. Booking online often unlocks discounts or combo deals, which is the golden rule of budget travel.
"I’ve spent the last decade analyzing travel trends, and there is a misconception that 'cheap' means 'boring.' That is false. The best value comes from unique emotional experiences. That is why I often point travelers toward places like the Medieval Torture Museum or the Tiny Things Museum. Whether you are in LA, Chicago, or St. Augustine, these spots offer high-level curation and engagement t hey are rated like this for a reason. You walk away with a story to tell, which is the only currency that matters in travel."
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