OPUT'THAJ TEKCTY:

Anatomy of the Explosion that Rocked Beirut

How is it possible that 2,750 tons of highly explosive ammonium nitrate was stored
in the heart of Beirut for several years? DER SPIEGEL recounts the missteps,
corruption and incompetence that led to the August blast.

On August 4, sensors in Bermuda registered a violent explosion, with values far
higher than civilian detonations normally reach. The ultrasound waves were
observed in Tunisia, Kazakhstan and on the Cape Verde islands. Instruments in
Germany likewise recorded a change in atmospheric pressure.

The epicenter of the concussion was in the Lebanese capital city of Beirut, in a
dilapidated storage depot down at the port. Hangar 12.

On that day in August, as much as 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate exploded shortly
after 6 p.m., when a fire raised temperatures in the warehouse above the combustion
point. Seconds prior there had been a first explosion of other materials in the
warehouse that blew off its roof. The second explosion of the ammonium nitrate
pulverized what was left.

The blast wave laid waste to half of the city, injuring at least 6,500 people. More
than 200 people lost their lives in the explosion.

Minerva Chartouni hurried to her window after the first explosion. She had been
living in her fifth-floor apartment for the last 30 years, right behind the multi-lane
urban highway — and only a few hundred yards from the port. She could see Hangar
12 from her balcony.

Chartouni was 69 years old and the mother of two adult children, Sandra and Joseph.
Chartouni had worked many years for Middle East Airlines, but was now retired.
Her children describe her as a strong and uncompromising woman who was
intimidated by no one. On the evening of the blast, she was alone at home. Sandra,
who lives with her, was at their vacation home in the mountains with Minerva
Chartouni's granddaughter.

Chartouni stared out at the column of smoke filling up the sky outside, as she would
later tell her children. She first tried to call her daughter, but couldn't reach her.
Instead, she sent a text telling Sandra not to come back to Beirut, but to stay in the
mountains for safety.



She then called her son Joseph, an architect. He heard his mother say: "It's going to
explode. Hide!" Then, the call broke off.

Joseph arrived at his mother's apartment about an hour later. The door had been
blown off its hinges and Minerva Chartouni was lying in the hallway, surrounded by
bricks and other rubble. Her legs were fractured in several places and she was
suffering from cuts and scrapes. But she was conscious.

Joseph Chartouni took a photo of his mother with his smartphone and sent it to the
Red Cross via WhatsApp, hoping for instructions on transporting his injured mother.
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HEPEKJIAJI TEKCTY:

Anamomia eubyxy, akuit ckoauxuye beiipym

Sk 11e MOkIIMBO, 1100 2750 TOH BUOYXOHEOE3MeuHOoT aMiaqHoi ceniTpu 30epiranocs
B neHtpi beitpyra mporarom kumbkox pokiB? DER SPIEGEL posnosigae mpo
MOMWIKH, KOPYIIIIIO Ta HEKOMIIETEHTHICTb, SIK1 TPU3BEIIU O CEPITHEBOTO BUOYXY.
4 cepnHsi naTyuku Ha bepMyIchKUX OCTpOBax 3apeecTpyBalid CHIIBHMM BHUOYX,
3HAYEHHS IKOTO 3HAYHO MEPEBUILYBAIN HOPMAaJIbHI MOKa3HUKHU UBUTLHUX BUOYXIB.
YnbTpa3BykoBi xBuii crocrepiranu B Tywnici, Kasaxcrani ta Ha octpoBax Kabo-
Bepne. [Ipunagu B HiMmeuunni Takosx 3adikcyBaiv 3MiHY aTMOC(HEPHOTO TUCKY.
Enitentp crpycy OyB y cromumi JliBany beiipyTi, y HamiB3pyHHOBaHOMY
CKJIQJICbKOMY CKJaai Oust mopty. AHrap 12.

Toro nHs B cepriHi 6Ju3bko 2750 TOHH amiayHOi CENITPU BUOYXHYJIO HE3a0apoM
nicas 18:00, koau nmokeka MiAHsUIA TEMOEPATYPYy Ha CKIIAJl BUILE TeMIIepaTypu
3aropstHHs. 3a KUIbKa CEKyH/I JI0 IbOTO CTAaBCs MEepIInii BUOYX 1HIIIUX MaTepialiB Ha
CKJIai, B/l SIKOTO 3J7IeTiB fAax. Jpyruii BuOyX amiayHoi CeiTpH MOAPIOHUB Te, IO
3aJIUILINIIOCS.

BuOyxoBa xBuJjs 3pyiiHyBajla MOJOBUHY MiCTa, MOCTpaXKaanu moHaiimenme 6500
oci0. B pe3ynbTaTi BUOYXY 3arunynu nonaz 200 nroaeit.

[Ticns mepioro BuOyxy Minepsa [llaptyni mocmimuia 10 cBoro BikHa. OctanHi 30
POKIB BOHA JKMJIA Y CBOTHM KBapTHUPI1 HA I’ SITOMY ITOBEPCI, MPSIMO 32 6araTocCMyroBOIO
MICBHKOIO TPacoro — 1 JIMIIIE 3a KiJIbKa COTEHb SIp/IIB BiJ MOpTy. BoHa mMoria 6auntu
Amnrap 12 31 cBoro 6ankona.

[aptyni 6yno 69 pokiB 1 BoHa Oyja MaTip'to ABOX Jnopociux aiteil, Canapu Ta
Jlxo3eda. Illapryni 6arato pokiB mpaitoBaia y Middle East Airlines, ane 3apas
BUMIIIIA HA TIEHCII0. J[iTH ONMUCYIOTH 11 K CHUIIBHY 1 OE3KOMIIPOMICHY XKIHKY, SIKY
HIXTO He JIAKaB. Y Beuip BUOyXy BoHa Oyna cama Broma. CaHzpa, sika )KHMBE 3 HEIO,
Oyna B iXHbOMY OYJIMHKY BIIMOYMHKY B Topax 3 oHykoto Minepsu LllapryHi.
[MapTyHi AuBuIach Ha CTOBI JUMY, IO 3allOBHIOBAB HEOO, K BOHA IMi3HIIIE
po3noBiia cBoiM AiTsaM. CrioyaTKy BOHA HaMarajigach MOJ3BOHUTH JOHBIII, ajie HE
3MoOrJjia J0J3BOHUTHCH. 3aMiCTh IIbOTO BOHA Haxgiciana CaHapl MOBIIOMIICHHS, B
AKOMY CKaszaja 1 He moBeprartucs 10 belpyra, a 3aquIIUTHCA B ropax 3apaju

Oe3MeKu.



Jani BoHa moa3BoHMIa cBoeMy cuny Jlxxosedy, apxitekropy. Bin uyB, sk mama
ckazana: «BoHo ock-ochk BuOyxHe. XoBatics!» [1oTiM 13BIHOK 00ipBaBCs.

Jxo3ed npubyB 10 KBapTUPH MaTepi MPUOIM3HO yepe3 roauHy. [[Bepi 37ieTinm 3
netenb, 1 MinepBa YapTyHi nexana B KOpUIOPi, OTOYCHA METIMHAMHU Ta IHITAM
ynaMkamu. Y Hei Oyld 37aMaHi HOTHM B KUIBKOX MICIISIX, MOPI3U Ta MOJPSIITHHM.
Opnnak BoHa OyJia IpH CB1JIOMOCTI.

Jxo3ed Illaptyni cdortorpadyBaB cBoro MaTip 3a JOMOMOrorw cmaptdoHa Ta
HajicnaB ii poto 10 UepBoHoro Xpecta uepe3 WhatsApp, criogiBalounch OTpuMaTu

THCTPYKLII IIOJI0 TPAHCTIOPTYBAHHS TOPAHEHOT MaTepi.
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