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The moratorium problem on the sale of agricultural land in Ukraine
Geographically, Ukraine has very fertile lands, but they still need constant monitoring and care. Information on the natural, economic and legal status of land can be learned from the land cadaster. With regard to the legislative framework, on the 25 October 2001 the Land Code was adopted in Ukraine, which entered into force on 1 January 2002[1].
In fact, the land can be divided into agricultural and, respectively, non-agricultural. Agricultural lands representing 72.1% of the total area of the state [2] and are used for direct purposes (cultivation of various crops, hayfields, arable land). And the second can be used for the construction of industrial enterprises, roads, and power lines.

It would be important to stress the relevance of this issue, since the permission to sell agricultural lands entails significant changes in the economy, and, with proper management, will contribute to its recovery. Today, the moratorium of 21 October 2001 is still in force. Recently, the issue of his withdrawals has become very acute. But the fact is that the nuances of the moratorium and even its elementary rules are not 
First it will be good to figure out those moments that are still allowed. Thus, according to the land code, the moratorium does not prohibit [1]:

1. To refuse from the sites belonging to the state or communal property.

2. To transfer the land plot for lease, inheritance.

3. Change land plots (one on another).

It is also worth mentioning that prior to the entry into force of the law on the turnover of agricultural land, the sale of land can not be resolved.

Having dealt with the nuances, it is possible to go directly to the positive aspects of the moratorium.

The most important is that every citizen has the right to his membership share of the land. Means there’s no chance someone will buy this lands and there’s nothing to worry about, which, indeed, is the fear of small and medium-sized enterprises.

And now we turn to the shortcomings of the moratorium. At the moment the share of the land is 4 hectares. It's too big a piece of land to handle it yourself, and too small to use machinery, because it will not pay off. Also, no less unpleasant factor is that agricultural producers are not working on their own land. Because of this, they are not interested in preserving soil fertility and in every way exhausting it. However, everyone understands perfectly well that the creation of the land market provides for large-scale reforms. Naturally, this entails great costs and another stress for the state treasury.
The doubts also increase due to the fact that the prices for land are now very low.

Depending on the region, the value of the unit may differ: from 400 USD in the Ivano-Frankivsk region to almost 3 500USD in the Kherson region. And the cost of 1 hectare of arable land after the removal of the moratorium will be in the range of 61 - 220 dollars. [3].

Who will benefit from the market opening?

      - The greatest benefit will be received by the unit's owners, since they will become full owners of their assets.

"Manufacturers will win, who are ready to compete by using technology and increasing productivity, rather than access to cheap rent.

      - Market participants will receive quality assets, under which they will be able to take out loans.

      - The banking system and the economy as a whole will win. in the turnover will be introduced new assets worth tens of billions of dollars.
Who will lose from the market opening?

       "The current tenants will lose most of all, who now pay relatively low rent and have a strong position in negotiations with land owners.

       - It is unprofitable to open a market for agroholdings, which may not be allowed to own the same amount of land as they currently lease. But for sure, they will have the opportunity to lease land. Although this rent will inevitably rise in price.
Experts of the World Bank to continue implementing the land reform are proposing to take a number of measures in the short and medium term (6-12 months) [4]. Analyzing them, we can distinguish 6 main:
1. introduce new regulatory and legal regulations for the transparency of the procedure for delineating state land and transferring them from state property;

2. Develop and test laws to identify unclaimed property and transfer it to communal property;

3. Improve institutional mechanisms and transparency of land administration;

4. Improve the efficiency of land reform, working with banks and agribusiness;

5. better inform the public about land rights;

6. Develop capacity to manage land resources at the local level, establish clear requirements and procedures for the development of local land management plans.

Long-term reforms (1-3 years) should include the following items:

1. Opening of the market for private agricultural land with a possible restriction on the maximum limit of individual property and access of legal entities and foreign residents for a transitional period of 3-5 years;

2. Decentralized approach to the lifting of the freezem;

3. Deregulation of lease agreements;

4. Improving the registration of land lease rights to improve the protection of tenants and landowners;

5. simplification of the procedure of error correcting in cadastral and registry records; improvement of cadastral registration of lands of state and municipal property.

Based on all of the above, it can be concluded that today it is quite possible to open a land market. Moreover, The lifting of the freeze will contribute to a certain rise in the state's economy. However, there are a sufficient number of problems, without the solution of which the opening of the land market will lead to serious negative consequences in the economy. To open the market, it is necessary to carry out a number of reforms, so the decision to extend the moratorium until 2019 is the correct decision of the state bodies at a particular moment in time.
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