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—I'eit, Apre! [Tocmimu! Mu 3anizHroemocs!

— AAAXI!!! Tec! Ilepecranb! A 3narocs! 3JJAFOCA! — 3akpuyuas 1.

Tec mapemTi 3113712 3 MEHE, BUITYCTHUBIIIN 3 MIITHOTO XBaTy HOT'aMH.

— Xiba Hemae SKOTOCh JIarigHINIOTO CrocoOy po30yauTu MeHe, Tec? —
poOYPMOTIB 51, MACAKYIOUH HOTY, 100 MOBEPHYTH ii IO Yy TTS.

— Bynutu Tebe 3paHKy Bce Bakde 1 Bakue 3 KOOKHUM pa3zom! S maro pobutu
e xoya 6 skoch, un He Tak? Kpim Toro, Tob6i ciig Oyt BASYHHM, 10 TeOe
IOpaHKy OyIuTh Taka MpuBadiUBa Jie/l, — BOHA 3aTPINOTLIa BisIMU.

— Sk Ha MeHe, MOKOIBKM TYT OLIbII HIK JOCTAaTHHO MPUBAOIMBI, KPACHO
JSIKYI0, — IPOOYPMOTIB 51, BUJTUXAIOUH.

[leBHO BOHA Taku movysa, 60 BIAMOBIIA MIIIHUM IIIUIIKOM Y OiK.

I kynu Tineku moxaimacs Ta copom’siznuBa Tec, ska Oosacs HaBITH caMa
nepeHouyBatu B manarmi? Ta muna Tec, sika Omarama MeHe HE WTH Bija HEi?
[ToBepHirts ii! Bona nono6anacst meHi Oiblie!

3a Tpu pokM XHUTTA B EneHopi s 3p03yMiB, IO e€nbpu NpoOyIKYyBAIUCA
Habararo pasilie, HIX JOAU. SIKIo a7 Jonei cepeaHiM BikoM Oyio OJu3bKo
TPUHALSITH POKIB, TO I eNb(iB — ACCATH.

Tec npoOynunacst paHo, HaBiTh K IS enbdiiku. [{e Tpanuaocs MUHYIIOTO
pPOKy — 1 Tpanuiocs rydno. Lle He Oyno ax Tak, sIKk y MOEMY BUTIAJKY, ajie¢ BOHA
TaKu MPUMYIPUIIACS 3HUIUTH CBOIO KIMHATY Ha BEPXHbOMY MOBEPCI, BIIACTH HA
KyXHIO BHU3Y 1 YTBOPUTHU TaM HEBEJIWYKUN KpaTep Big BUOyXy. 3 TOrO 4acy BOHA
pa3oM 31 MHOI0 TpEHYeTbCAd 3 aiayceMm. [, mo TyT mie ckaszart, Micis
npoOyIKEHHsI BOHA cTajia Habararo OLIbII BIEBHEHOKO 1 CMUJIMBOIO — 1 pajilie B
MoraHy CTOpPOHY, HiXK B Xopoiry. BoHa 3Hae, 110 MO€ TiJI0 JOCTaTHBO CHUJIBHE, 1
Terep, KOJIM PO3yuye HOBI 3aKJIATTSA BiJ Jiaycs BipioHa Ta IHIIUX BYUTEIIB
Marii, TO HaBiTh HE Bara€ThCs BUKOPUCTOBYBATU MEHE SIK TPEHYBaJIbHY Ipymry. |
CKUTBKH O s Bl TOTO HE KPHYaB, /10 HET TaKW HE AIMIILIO0, 110 s BCE III€ BiAUyBakO
O11b, 11100 #oro!
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"Hey, Art! Hurry up! We're going to be late!"

"AAAGGHHHH!! Tess! Stop! I give! I GIVE!" I cried out.

Tess finally got off of me, letting go of the leg lock she had in a firm grip.

"Can't there a gentler way of waking me up, Tess?" I grumbled, massaging
the feeling back into my leg.

"It's getting harder and harder to wake you up in the morning! I have to do
something, right? Besides, you should be grateful such a pretty lady is waking
you up every morning." She fluttered her eyes at me.

"I find the maids here plenty pretty, thank you very much." I muttered
under my breath.

She must've heard because that earned me a firm squeeze to the side.

Where did the shy Tess that was too scared to sleep alone in the tent go; the
sweet Tess that begged me not to go? Bring her back! I liked her better!

Something I realized in my three years of living in Elenoir was that elves
awakened much earlier than humans did. Whereas the average age for a human
1s around thirteen years old, elves awoke around the age of ten.

Tess had awakened fast, even for an elf. It happened last year and boy did
she awaken with a bang. It wasn't as big as when I had first awakened but she
had managed to destroy her room upstairs, fall down, and create a small crater
from the implosion in the kitchen right below. Since then, she's been joining me
in training with Gramps. All I can say is, since awakening, she's become a lot
more confident and bold, in more bad ways than good. She knows how strong
my body was so she had no hesitation in using me as her sandbag as she tried
new spells that she learned from Grandpa Virion and other conjurer teachers.
What she just didn't seem to get after all of my cries was that I still felt pain
dammit!
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