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Theatre and cinema are pastimes that have been a part of our culture for many years.  Theatre and cinema will always survive in our changing society.  They provide us with a mirror of the society within which we live, and where conflicts we experience are acted out on stage or on screen.   They provide us with characters which we identify with. The audience observes the emotions and actions as they happen and share the experience with the characters in real time.
   	The survival of these forms of art lies in the very nature of humankind: its inner voyeuristic drive.   The desire to watch other people dealing with their conflicts and challenges reinforces values and the morality of society. Theatre and cinema provide an exciting opportunity to watch stories and situations as if they were real life, showing us the truth of our nature. For as long as humankind exists, theatre and cinema will always take on an important function within its cultures.   Through these art forms, a culture expresses itself, reflects its society, and displays its individuality. It invites people to experience other cultures.
   	Nevertheless, the question at hand is whether theatre will have a role in the society of the future, where cinema, digital television, and computers will continue to expand and grow. With the introduction of the Internet and television, live performances are becoming obsolete. Nowadays, people would rather not take the one hour train ride to the concert hall and instead just open up Internet Explorer on their Macbook Pro’s and watch a movie or some pre-recorded show.  The doctrine of human nature says that we do whatever which is more convenient to us, hence we have all these technological devices such as the television and computers. It’s not a mistake that we are currently in the “Digital Age” because of the simple things we do, from doing your homework, watching your favourite television show, or even reading a book. We usually do all these things while looking at a computer or telephone screen with thousands of meaningless coloured pixels flying around.
As the popularity of live performances decreases, the importance of these events increases.  It is a crucial part of our culture and we should preserve this unique art form before technology completely takes over. In one hundred years from now, there might not be anymore Broadway shows to go to or music concerts from musicians. Theatre is so important for our society today despite its waning popularity because it gives not only growth, but also character and culture to a society.  Who really wants to be a part of a uniform society with no diversity? Television and the Internet have completely revolutionized the way we conduct our lives but it is not what you do which qualifies as true art – but by the means you do it in.  Live performances can only truly be appreciated if they are viewed as beautiful works of art where performers devote themselves to fulfill our aesthetic needs right in front of us. 
   	So, despite all the excitement technology brings with it, they will never replace theatre because it has something that cannot be recreated or offered anywhere else. Digital television provides digital interaction between the viewer and the producer.   Theatre, on the other hand, and its contents may take on a larger dimension, but we receive it directly in flesh and blood – one to one.   Theatre provides communities a way to explore issues while bringing people into the same room. Within this environment a synergy is built that can provide the kind of personal change that in turn leads to greater societal changes and eventually political changes. The magical atmosphere between an actor and spectator who are constantly aware of each other and the theatre's level of engagement is fundamentally more human and far more intimate.

