Hello! Welcome to our first wedding photography lesson.

Today we start talking about how to behave correctly at the first meeting with a client, what frames are needed to take and, most importantly, how to take live photos. 

We want to surprise you that there are no rules. All photographers are looking for a specific way to communicate with clients. But we will tell you the basic steps when communicating with a client that you need to pay attention to.

The first contact with the client or planner often takes place over the phone. During the conversation, you discuss the format of the wedding, the dress code, the timing of the wedding day, and learn about the possibility of a preliminary visit to the locations where you are going to work. Each question will help you to prepare in the best possible way for the wedding. Be careful! In this lesson we will discuss the key points of the wedding, discuss the photo processing and the most important thing is the dress code.

What you need to know, remember and ask:

· 
it is necessary to remember the names of the groom, bride, organizer and their contacts, this information is important to know even before the meeting, but it is better to ask again and write it down;
· 
• date, time and places where important moments of the celebration will take place, it is necessary to take into account the fact that it may be necessary to go to another city for shooting;
• Photographer working hours. Often, shooting takes 5-7 hours, and for additional hours of work, additional payment is expected. Everything needs to be discussed, since it is all individual;
• provide a package of services. Clarify at the meeting how many photos with color correction or with artistic processing, in what form it will be provided to the client - this can be on a digital medium such as a flash drive or in printed form. It may be in the form of a mini gallery website;
• think about where and what kind of optics to use to achieve the best result;
• dress code.

So, let's move on.

Names of clients and their contacts. 

This is the most important information that will bring you 50% closer to the success of shooting a celebration. No one likes to be called the wrong name and do not have quick contact. There is a great opportunity that guests and relatives of the young will get to know you at the wedding. It will be necessary to remember not only the newlyweds and the organizer, but also parents, brothers, sisters. Since you will communicate with them more often during the celebration. Thus, they will be able to help you discover the bride and groom so that they do not worry about what they look like, and you will get live photos, with real emotions that are difficult to get in a production. The production will also look beautiful and very believable, but nothing can replace real emotions.

By the examples above, you can distinguish where the staging is and where the real emotions are. But in all 4 versions of the photos, the work of the photographer is visible. 1 and 2 photos are staged. Before each frame the photographer sets the necessary mood. With small steps I found out what clients are ready to achieve the desired result. 3 and 4 photos are live photos, even without being with them that day, you can say a lot about photography. In the third photo, the newlyweds relaxed during the ceremony, drowned in each other's eyes and they forgot that there was someone else next to them, and the photographer saw this moment and captured them. In the fourth photo, you can see how the groom kisses the hand of his beloved. Every man wants to kiss his love, even every minute or second he will not leave his beloved without a kiss. This moment had to be predicted and keep the camera ready. This is difficult to repeat if you tell the newlyweds to hug and stand straight.

Date, time, place

It is necessary to agree on the moments with moving to another city: a transfer will be provided, a hotel will be provided, or a budget will be allocated for these expenses. By asking the right questions and getting the right answers, you can get away from unpleasant situations where you will lose your income that was agreed upon.

When all this is agreed and spelled out in the contract, you can move on to practice.
It is always necessary to arrive earlier on the solemn day. Thus, you have a great advantage, a margin of time. You can see in time in which location you will need to shoot if it was not previously possible to familiarize yourself. There is an opportunity to get to know the guests and take pictures of them so that they are grateful to you and can skip ahead at the necessary moment or help with a staged shot.

You also have a great opportunity to take off slowly rings, a bouquet of flowers and all the important details.
 
There are two pluses here:

The first – you will have wonderful bokeh obligatory photos of important items (rings, shoes, bouquet, dresses, bijouterie)

The second plus – your clients will be able to get used to the fact that there are a lot of people working around them that day, they will be able to watch you, make sure that you know what to do and they will be able to relax about the fact that they will get great photos of the most important moment in their history.
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