Mayor of Gdańsk was stabbed during a charity concert: a politician is in critical condition
The terrible event happened in the Polish city Gdansk. During a charity concert, the mayor of the city Paweł Adamowicz, who delivered a speech, was stabbed directly on the stage. According to Onet.pl, an unknown man came to the scene, stabbed Adamowicz and yelled at the microphone: “Hello! My name is Stefan. I was innocently jailed. The Civic Platform tortured me. This is why Paweł Adamowicz is dead.” The attacker was detained immediately after the incident. The investigation found out that it was 27-year-old Pole, who robbed the bank in 2013 and was sentenced for that crime. The man claims that he was regularly tortured in the prison, and this is why the ruling party “Civil Platform”, a member of which is the Gdansk mayor, will be blamed. Police assume that the attacker was able to get close to the scene using a fake press card.
Adamowicz withstood a five-hour operation, during which 41 portions of blood (about 18.5 liters) were transfused. According to doctors, Adamowicz has very serious injuries: heart injury, damaged diaphragm and abdominal cavity. The state of Gdansk mayor remains critical.
It is not a strange thing that someone attacks politicians. But, how could an unidentified person come on stage and attack during an official event? We have to ask the guards and the security officers of the Mayor of Gdansk.

Nikol Pashinyan is a new Armenian PM
Armenian President Armen Sargsyan signed a decree appointing Nikol Pashinyan as the Prime Minister of the republic. Before that, Pashinyan was acting Prime Minister. “Taking as a basic part 1 of article 149 of the Constitution of Armenia, appoint Pashinyan as prime minister of Armenia, the presidential decree says, reports dt.ua.
The candidacy of Pashinyan was put forward by the block “My step” representing the parliamentary majority. The new Armenian government should be formed within 15 days. The first session of the Armenian parliament of the seventh convocation is scheduled for January 14.
It should be reminded that in Armenia on December 9, there were special parliamentary elections. In order to achieve dissolution of the previous parliament and hold early elections, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, who came to power in April 2018, resigned. After that the parliament did not select the prime minister for the second time and, according to the legislation of the country, was dissolved. Following the results of the early parliamentary elections, “My step” block of Nikolai Pashinyan received 88 mandates from 132 in the parliament. Also, the party of businessman Gagik Tsarukyan “Prosperous Armenia” and the party “Bright Armenia” took place in the new parliament of Armenia, which received 26 and 18 places, respectively.
It is quite logical and anticipated step by the Armenian President. After a successful revolution, Pashinyan became the best politician in the country. And, currently, he has practically all the power in the state, because his block has a majority in the parliament, and Pashinyan himself is a new PM. The post of the president, after the constitutional reform in Armenia, is mainly reduced to the representative functions. The main question is whether Pashinyan will be able to justify and not waste the enormous confidence of the Armenian people.

One more former head of the SSU runs the presidency
The former head of the Security Service of Ukraine (2003-2005) Ihor Smeshko announced his intention to take part in the presidential race. “Dear Friends, the decision has been made. I've started preparing documents for registration with the CEC as a presidential candidate in Ukraine”, - he wrote on his Facebook page. According to Radio Svoboda, on January 12, Dmitry Gordon, TV presenter, who owns an online edition Gordon Boulevard, urged Ihor Smeshko to nominate his candidacy for the presidential election, saying he considers him “the perfect candidate for president”, which could “consolidate and benefit the country at a turning point”.
Just after that, Smeshko decided to run for election. He explained his decision by the fact that he “has no alternative”, because, according to him, when comparing Ukraine with an airplane, he says, he knows very well everyone who wants to fly a plane, and knows well, that “none of them can fly”, except for himself.
It should be reminded that Smeshko was the head of the SSU in 2003-2005. In 2005 he was dismissed from military service in the rank of colonel general. In 2014-2015, he was an advisor to the President of Ukraine, as well as the chairman of the Committee on Intelligence under the President of Ukraine; 2015, after the liquidation of this committee, became a non-staff advisor to the president. He is also associated with possible involvement in the poisoning of Viktor Yushchenko in October 2004.
Earlier it was reported that another former head of the SSU, Valentyn Nalyvaichenko, will nominate his candidacy for presidential elections in Ukraine too.
The decision of a person who has not long been in a big politics to run for presidency is very strange. Probably, Smeshko will be a technical candidate - not more.

Germans are outraged: US Ambassador to Germany threatens to impose sanctions over Nord Stream-2 pipeline
US Ambassador to Germany Richard Grenell sent letters to firms involved in the construction of the Nord Stream-2 pipeline with threats to impose sanctions. “We emphasize that if companies supporting the Russian energy sector take part in such projects this could entail a significant sanction risk,” the ambassador said, reports DW.
According to Grenell, the Nord Stream-2 and Turk Stream gas pipelines deprive the sense of transporting gas through the territory of Ukraine. It, in turn, will lead to the loss of Ukraine in political and security terms, which only increases the risk of Russian intervention. In turn, it will lead to the EU making itself even more dependent on Russian energy supplies. “Ultimately, firms supporting the construction of Nord Stream 2 and the Turk Stream actively undermine the security of Ukraine and Europe,” said the ambassador. At the same time, his spokesman said that the letter of the ambassador should be taken not as a threat, but as an unambiguous message of American policy.
Germans did not like that unequivocal message and criticized Grenell and his letters. “This is a new and unacceptable one-sided tightening of the tone in the transatlantic relationship”,- said foreign political expert of the CDU / CSU party bloc Jürgen Hardt. He urged the German government to protest against such acts of Grenell.
In turn, the deputy head of the Left Party faction in the Bundestag, Fabio De Mazi, called for Richard Grenell to be summoned by the German Foreign Ministry. “The US ambassador, apparently, felt that in Germany he performs the duties of vicegerent of the Emperor of Washington,” - dejected MP. In his opinion, extraterritorial sanctions against German companies are contrary to international law.
It is obvious that for the US the construction of the Nord Stream-2 pipeline is not profitable: firstly, America does not want Russia to have a gas pipeline bypassing Ukraine, and secondly, Americans are interested in supplying their own gas to Europe, while Nord Stream-2 pipeline will make this idea worthy of competition. Therefore, the States will continue to be pressured by sanctions against companies that build gas pipelines. However, this will not affect anything, because the construction of the gas pipeline is a fact carried out in accordance with the scheduled schedule. And no one will refuse from it anymore.

The court ordered NABU to open a lawsuit on bribery against Lutsenko 
Kyiv’s Solomyansky District Court ordered National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) to launch a criminal investigation against Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko and his first deputy Dmytro Storozhuk on the suspicion of corruption. According to TSN, the decision states that a certain person at the personal reception of the head of the SBU, Vasyl Hrytsak, filed a statement regarding the prosecution of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine together with the first deputy of the corruption offense, namely the receipt of a bribe. As the case concerns corruption, the SBU passed it to NABU. There they carried out an investigation and stated that they did not see the crime in the actions of Lutsenko and Storozhuk, so the investigator of NABU did not enter the data in the Unified Register of Pre-trial Investigations.
The applicant, in turn, appealed to the court with a requirement in a judicial format to force law enforcement officers to enter data in the URPI. The investigating judge of the Solomyansky District Court of Kyiv supported the applicant and ordered the NABU official to make the data available to the Unified Register of Pre-Trial Investigations.
“The court has decided to oblige an official of the NABU, not later than 24 hours after receiving a copy of the ruling, to enter into the Unified Register of Pre-Trial Investigations... to initiate an investigation and, within 24 hours after making such information, to provide applicants with extracts”, - reads the decision of the court. It is noted that the ruling is not subject to appeal.
This is a typical story of “one hand washes another and both the face”. Is it strange that NABU did not find signs of a criminal offense in the actions of Lutsenko and Storozhuk? Apparently not. It is unlikely that the court’s decision to continue the investigation will influence something.
