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The definition of Holocaust has a lot of different interpretations, however the main point remains the same. It is the persecution and mass extermination of different ethnic and social groups, for example Jews, Poles, Gypsies, Soviet prisoners of war, masons and others, by Nazis during the existence of Nazi Germany. The word holocaust itself means “destruction by fire; sacrifice” and already gives an idea of a very harsh and cruel killing of people (Yermakov, 2009). Holocaust is a human tragedy and it is very important to understand its history. This essay will analyze what led to the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and its course of events. It will discuss the main acting bodies of the uprising, like The Jewish Fighting Organization, Zegota, Jewish Military Union from the side of the revels and notion of anti-Semitism, policy of Adolf Hitler against Jews and Nazi forces, like SS, SD and an important figure Jürgen Stroop from the Nazi Germany side. Also, it will present in general the history of holocaust and genocide and famous concentration camps in Poland during the Second World War.
The mass extermination of the Jews is considered one of the distinguishing features of a totalitarian dictatorship of Hitler. The term "Holocaust" is used to identify the persecution and mass murder of the Jewish population during the "Third Reich" in historical literature. While Holocaust is an old notion, which was known before the tragical events caused by Nazi Germany, term Genocide is relatively new. In 1944 the Polish lawyer of Jewish origin Raphael Lemkin coined the term. It means acts committed with intention to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group by killing, causing serious harm to health, removal of children from the families, creating such living conditions, which would cause physical destruction. It is considered as an international crime since 1948 in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights ("What is Genocide", n.d.).
One of the first concentration camps was Auschwitz, established in 1940. It was placed in southern Poland, 60 kilometeres to the west from Krakow. The complex consisted of three main camps: Auschwitz-1, which served as the administrative center, Auschwitz-2 – death camp, Auschwitz-3 – a group of about 45 small camps established at factories and mines around the complex. There were killed more than 4 million people, among which more than 1,2 million were Jews, 140 thousand Poles, 20 thousand Gypsies, 10 thousand of Soviet prisoners of war and thousands of prisoners of other nationalities (Yermakov, 2009).
Next one is Majdanek - the German Nazi concentration camp, which was established in the suburban arean of the Polish city of Lublin in 1941. Around 1,5 million of people of different nationalities were killed there. The camp was liberated by Soviet troops in 1944 (Yermakov, 2009).
One more is Treblinka. It consisted of 2 camps: Treblinka-1 – labor camp, Treblinka-2 – death camp. Exactly there people were taken from the Warsaw Ghetto for extermination. It was located 80 kilometers north-east from Warsaw. In the first camp around 10 thousand of people were killed, while in the second – 800 thousand. In 1943 Treblinka-1 was eliminated and as well Treblinka-2 in 1944 (Yermakov, 2009).
Jewish armed uprising in the Warsaw Ghetto began on April 19, 1943 and lasted until May 16 of the same year. Jewish resistance to the Nazi Germany is an example of heroism. The uprising can be characterized by two features: firstly, the support that the majority of the ghetto inhabitants provided to the rebels, and secondly, the decision to fight until the very end. But in order to understand the cause of this tragedy, it is necessary to thoroughly analyze its premises (Davletov & Kazakova, 2014).
The first one was antisemitism, grounded in the ideological concept of Nazism. It is one of forms of national intolerance, expressed in a hostile attitude towards the Jews as an ethnic or religious group. Thus, the theoretical basis of the Nazi policy towards the Jews, were the views on the origin and development of nations and peoples, propagated by the elite of the Nazi Party. They took the racial theory of the French scientist Joseph Arthur Gobineau and English sociologist Houston Stewart Chamberlain as a base. According to the theory, only the Aryan race was the creator and bearer of human civilization and culture, and all the other races were considered inferior with a negative impact on human society. It is on this basis, Adolf Hitler in "Mein Kampf" has divided humanity into three categories: the creators of civilization, carriers of civilization and destroyers of civilization. He argued that the representatives of the first two groups could only be Aryans, while the basis of the third group - are Jews. Hitler thought that Jewish population acted as the worst enemy for the German state. That is why, having occupied Poland, the Nazis first sought to concentrate the entire Jewish population of Europe in these lands, and eventually – to fulfill the complete destruction of a nation (Davletov & Kazakova, 2014).
The second premise for the Warsaw ghetto uprising was precisely the methodical extermination of the Jewish population. After Hitler came to power there was adopted a large number of anti-Jewish decrees, with the goal to remove them from public life and supersede outside of Germany. During the establishment of the occupation regime on the counquered territories, the realization of anitisemitism was done. Nazis started the mass killings of Jewish population. There were introduced special rules for the existence of Jewish community on the territory of Poland. Thus, according to the orders of the administration on occupation, Polish Jews had to wear a special sign (yellow badge) so that they could be distinguished from other people. The Nazis very rapidly began to limit the rights of the Jews. First, introduced laws, depriving them of the property. They were prohibited to have their own businesses, attend educational institutions, carry out religious rituals, to eastablish or be members of any political or other associations and etc. Also, at this stage was initiated the process of concentration of European Jews in the ghettos, specially designated areas of the city. And on October 8, 1939 the first Jewish ghetto was established in Piotrkow Trybunalski and called Piotrków Trybunalski Ghetto (Kazakova, 2011).
The most typical and large in the territory of occupied Europe was the Warsaw ghetto. It was established on November 16, year 1940. Isolation was the main motive for the formation of the ghetto. Personal relations and contacts for the population of ghetto with the outside world were stopped from the beginning. It was forbidden to leave the ghetto under threat of punishment, as well as for the rest of the residents of the city forbidden to enter ghetto without a special permit. By the end of 1940, the population of ghetto was already about 440 thousand people, which is 37% of the city population, wherein the area composed 4.5% of  the Warsaw area. In one room of a size of up to 7 square meters lived from 6 to 15 people, on the average. This resulted in dirt and unsanitary living conditions. The position of the Jews in the ghetto worsened more and more with each passing month (Davletov & Kazakova, 2014).
It was strictly forbidden to leave the ghetto. At first, the violation of this rule was punishable by imprisonment for a period of up to 9 months. The death penalty began to be applied from November 1941 and on November 16, 1941 the ghetto was fenced with a wall. The formation of such harsh living conditions was another way of extermination of the Jewish population (Kazakova, 2002).
The next step was the beginning of actions of moving the population of Warsaw Ghetto to concentration camps. In 52 days (from the end of July to September 21, 1942) about 300 thousand people were deported to Treblinka. However, Jews were trying not to give up and resist. This lead to creation of underground Jewish organizations and their operation (Kazakova, 2011).
Illegal underground organizations of different numbers and missions started its action in Warsaw Ghetto. Thus, on October 20, 1942 was created The Jewish Fighting Organization of about 220-500 persons led by Mordechai Anielewicz. It played a very active and important role in the uprising. Together with Jewish Military Union, which was another underground organization, composed of the Polish Army former officers, they began preparations for the carrying out actions of resistance to Nazis. Jewish Fighting Organization offered to stay in the ghetto and organize resistance, while the Jewish Military Union planned to leave the ghetto and to continue resistance actions beyond. In very difficult conditions, the organizations have agreed to cooperate with each other (Davletov & Kazakova, 2014).
 In the beginning of 1943, ghetto residents found out that people from the ghetto are sent to the camps for extermination. Therefore, having that in mind, the fighters of ZOB managed to undermine the second wave of deportation. They opened a fire on the Nazis, who were preparing another group of ghetto inhabitants for deportation and some days later retreated, but with victory. Instead of planned 8 thousand Jews, who were supposed to be deported, the Germans were able to take only 5-6 thousand. The weapons, which ghetto fighters used. They received from the Polish underground organizations, like from Polish Military Organization (POW) etc. Also some amount was bought on the black market (Ginzburg & Ginzburg, 2010).
Also, an important in the uprising played Zegota, which was a special organization created by Polish Government in exile, with aim to help Jews on the territory of Poland. It was established in December 1942 and was active until the liberation of Poland in 1945. Zegota served as a codename for the Polish Council to Aid Jews. It was headed by the writer Zofia Kossak-Julian Shchutsky, who released the manifesto to help Jews in August 1942. Also among the leaders was the Jew Adolf Berman. Zegota helped to save more than 10 thousands of Jews, including children, which were withdrawn from burning Warsaw Ghetto (Yermakov, 2009).
Operation for liquidation of Warsaw Ghetto began on April 19, 1943 with the entering of German police and army. It is the official date of the beginning of the uprising. Jürgen Stroop, the Major General of Police managed an operation. It involved around 2 thousand people, including police officers, security officers of SD (German security service), Wehrmacht soldiers, SS units; they had in disposal dogs and machineguns. At the same time, the overall number or Jewish fighters was 1500 people. Germans started the attack from the main gate, however were forced to retreat thanks to the ghetto fighters resistance. In the following days the Germans gave up the tactics of direct attack. They used bombs and special groups of instigators to burn the houses of the ghetto together with the people there. On the night from May 13 to May 14 Soviet planes bombed SS barracks. Some small groups of Jews, taking advantage of the situation, escaped from the ghetto. The next day, germans were destroying the last buildings on the territory of ghetto, with the exception of hospital, prison and German barracks (Ginzburg & Ginzburg, 2010).
On May 16, Stroop started the withdrawal of its forces. However, clashes with rebels still were taking place in June and July. Almost all of the leaders of the uprising were killed. The remaining Jews were deported to Treblinka concentration camps for extermination (Ginzburg & Ginzburg, 2010).
Implementing the policy of genocide of the Jewish population on the Polish territory during the period of the Nazi regime showed in practice how terrible mechanism of this system has been. Based on the Hitler’s beliefs concerning Jewish population, innocent people, among which were children, women, elderly people were discriminated, deprived of property, gathered in ghettos and then massacred in concentration camps. This shows the extreme inhumanity and cruelty, which exists in our World. Holocaust – is a crime against humanity and the events show that it is very important to analyze and understand it. This is a real horror, during which millions of people were killed. To conclude, the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising showed true heroism of people. Altough, it was suppressed, it shows that people are capable of many things, when they are united under a common goal to fight for their lives.
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