Soon after his death in October 1400 the body of Geoffrey Chaucer was placed in a modest tomb
in the eastern aisle of the north transept of Westminster Abbey, the coronation church of the
English kings. He was so honoured not because he was the author of The Canterbury Tales, but
because he had formerly held the post of Clerk of the King’s Works and because he had been
living in the precincts of the Abbey at the time of his death. He was, moreover, distantly connected
to the royal family through his wife Philippa. When John Gower died some eight years later he was
interred in the Priory Church of St Mary Overie in Southwark (now Southwark Cathedral). Gower,
who had retired to the Priory in his old age, received a far more elaborate tomb, one which
proclaimed him to be Anglorum Poeta celeberrimus (‘the most famous poet of the English nation’)
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3rogom, nicns noro cmepTi y xkoBTHI 1400 p. Tino Dxodpi HYoycep Byno nepeBe3eHo A0 CKPOMHOIo
rpoGy, Wwo OyB po3TallOBaHUN Y CXiAHOMY MPOX04i KOPOHOBAHOI LIePKBM aHIMiNCLKMMK KOPOSIiMUA
BecTtmiHcTepcbkoro abaTctea. BiH MaB Hag3BuyanHy nosary, He Yyepes Te Wo BiH 6yB aBTOpOM
KaHTeHOyprcbkmnx Kasok, a Yyepes Te Lo BiH oopmanbHO YTPMMYBaB MOCT Krepka y Koporns i Tomy
LLIO BiH NpokuBaB y 06ropompkeHin byaisni abarctea 4o camoi cBoei cmepTi. binbLw Toro, BiH 6yB
Janekum poamnyemM KoponiBCbKOT pOAUHN Yepes KPOBHUI 3B'A30K Noro ApyXuHu ®ininnu. Micna 8
pOKiB, Sk HacTana cmepTb [bkoHa MoBepa, roro rpobHuuo 6yno nepemiweHo oo Liepken CeaToi
Mepi Oseppi B CaytBopui ( Tenep, kaTegpa CayTeopk). [0Bep, KOTpuiA MNiLLOB Yy BiacTaBky A0
lMpiopi y cBOEMY CTapLlOMy Bili, oTpmaB rpob MancTepHoi poboTn, KOTPUIA NPOrosioLyBaB NOro
aK “Anglorum Poeta celeberrimus” ( “ HanbinbL BiGOMUI NOET aHrMinCbKOT HauiT”).



