The Apocalypse of Enoch - Between Daniel and John
As expected, my research on Enoch has gotten bogged down in tasks. The goal of the study was a detailed analysis of the text with interpretation. However, I faced textual problems.
The text is complicated and, although generally cohesive, eclectic in details, clearly layered from different epochs. Without serious textual analysis, I cannot begin a detailed commentary. So far, I haven't found a good textual work on Enoch. I will keep searching and then continue the research.
However, even now, based on a direct reading of the text, a rather interesting picture emerges, which I wish to present.
The book is stylistically like a patchwork quilt. Here is an ancient piece, and there is a later one, and at times it can be challenging to understand where one begins and another ends. In general, if the beginning of the book can still be discerned, I cannot yet find the end of Enoch.
The book also lacks any poetic structure. Yet, in meaning, it is quite cohesive and occupies its place in the kaleidoscope of Jewish apocalypses – books about the last times.
The Book of Enoch is one of the three apocalypses, alongside Daniel and John.
All these apocalypses are written for the faithful who will live in the last times. These three apocalypses convey the history of these last days, sometimes briefly, sometimes in detail. There are also differences between them, however, they don’t contradict but complement each other.
Daniel, from the times of the Captivity, writes the history of the last days and the first coming of the Messiah. Daniel is a global apocalyptic prequel. John, from the times of Christ, describes both the last days and the post-apocalypse – the New Jerusalem. John is a global apocalyptic sequel. Enoch turns out to be the central apocalypse, emphasizing what will happen between the first and second comings of the Messiah. And since it concerns global events, it directly relates to us.
The structure of the Book of Enoch consists approximately of five fragments:
1. An apocalyptic introduction in the style of Daniel.
2. A brief history of the sin of the angels, their punishment, and the Flood. Then prosperity and the restoration of the earth. A general description of the plot is more detailed than in the Bible. Enoch is not yet mentioned. This is probably the oldest fragment of the book.
3. Enoch appears – a scribe, sage, and prophet who communicates with angels and holy men. This narrative is like an insertion into the previous fragment, between the sins of the angels and their punishment. Enoch is summoned by the angels of God and sent to the fallen Watchers. The fallen angels ask Enoch to intercede for them before God.
4. The text of God's reply to the Watchers through Enoch.
5. Enoch's vision was in the style of Ezekiel and Daniel.
The fallen angels corrupted people in three ways:
1. Religiously, replacing the worship of the Deity with worship of themselves.
2. Genetically, creating mutants, (in the Book of Jasher was another apocryphal text. It is also said that the fallen altered the genes. This is not only about humans but of animals as well).
3. Ideologically, by imposing harmful knowledge: occultism, esotericism, sorcery, astrology, and material technologies.
The Book of Enoch not only describes this, but it also provides the appropriate religious reaction. It tells why it is bad to worship, obey, and associate with the fallen angels – it leads to the destruction of humanity and the whole earth. Moreover, Enoch plays a role opposite to the fallen angels. The fallen give corruption and harmful knowledge to people, while Enoch gives true and useful knowledge.
But to whom? – Enoch communicated only with the righteous. In his times, the righteous were considered to be only the family of Noah. And also those who would live in similar apocalyptic conditions in the future, as stated in the introduction – that is us.
What does the Book of Enoch wish to convey to us? – First and foremost. In the last days, something will happen similar to the antediluvian times. Not only that: Enoch gives us a whole complex of knowledge that will be useful to the faithful in a similar situation. 
This complex can also be divided into three groups:
1. Demonology. Enoch tells about who descended to earth from heaven – these are fallen angels, not aliens. The air is filled with evil spirits – the spirits of the perished Nephilim. All this leads to the judgment of God and the Messiah.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Anthropology. Enoch shows how far the relations between people and infernal forces can go and what happens. Even 150 years ago, the story of the Nephilim seemed like a fairy tale. The development of genetic technologies – from GMOs to life-giving injections – has turned the fairy tale into reality.
3. Cosmology. Enoch describes the structure of the Earth, the Heavens, and the netherworld. Strange… is it not? The fallen ones gave people witchcraft and technology. Enoch considers that in apocalyptic times, it will be helpful for people to know about the gates of heaven, the edges and foundations of the Earth (does the Earth have edges?), and the places where spirits dwell, where the stars rise, and even matters of the calendar. Enoch believes this knowledge will be useful for people in the last times. Is this not interesting?

