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An individual fillers all of this information,and what
emerges from that filtering n the person's subjectivity.
Although Gladwell suggests that we have a perceived
sense ot subjective continuity because «most of us are
really good at controlling our environ—ment", that
control is tentative at best and vulnerable to alterations
that could have unexpected effects on us.

Yet that uncertainty is precisely where rhetoric has an
opportunity to intervene in ecological conditions, not to
curb an epidemic but to start one. To work with
environment in the cultivation of an epidemic, rhetoric is
not merely a matter of attending to cues from an
auditor’s physical context but also necessarily becomes
part of the environment that shapes the audi—tor's
subjectivity.

What we learn from these insights into the constitutive
power of environment is that any rhetoric-as-contagion
will only spread if it becomes part of the environment in
which subjects might emerge. To understand how that
emergence happens, and what else besides physical
environment plays a role in it, we will now turn to the
crux of an epidemic ecology: the influence of our social
networks.

HOSTS: INFLUENTIAI NETWORKS

By definition, epidemics cannot happen without people.
Even biological outbreaks are ultimately social
phenomena because they "work on the social bond and
circulate via communication channels of everyday
nature” (Parikka 293). To understand an epidemic, then,
we need to identify the networks of people who make up
a community suffering from an outbreak and what made
them more susceptible than others.

In cultural epidemics, people and their relationships to
one another are even more vital because these epidemics
are largely based on the dynamics of what is commonly
referred to as ”word of mouth." Whether via online
communication or face to face conversations, word of
mouth epidemics are a primary means of social
contagion and thus social influence.

WunuBunyanbable QUIBTPBI, IPUMEHIEMBIE K
UH(OpMALINH, U TO, YTO CTAHOBHUTCS PE3YJIBTaTOM
¢unpTpanun, oopaszyer CyObeKTUBHOE BOCIIPHATHE
yenoBeka. XoTs [ mamysmni roBopuT 0 TOM, 4TO MBI
o0najaeM OCO3HAHHBIM BOCIIPHUATHEM CYObEKTHBHOM
HETIPEPBIBHOCTH, TaK KaK «OOJBIIMHCTBO U3 JIIOAEH
JIEHCTBUTEIHLHO XOPOIIO KOHTPOJIUPYIOT Ty CpPely,
KOTOpast UX OKpYy’KaeT», OTHAKO KOHTPOJIb SIBIISICTCS B
JydIIeM ciTydae IpeIBapUTEIbHBIM U YS3BUMBIM JUIS
W3MEHEHUH, KOTOpbIe MOT'YT OKa3aTh HEOXXHJAHHBIC
3¢ eKTH Ha Hac.

U Bce ke Takas HEONpPeIEICHHOCTh
MPUCYTCTBYET UMEHHO TaM, TJIe¢ pPUTOPUKA UMEET
BO3MOKHOCTh BMEIIATHCS B AKOJIIOTHIECKYIO
00CTaHOBKY, HE LTS IIPECEUSHHSI SITUIEMUH, a IS TOTO,
4TOOBI €€ pa3Bs3aTh. B3auMoaelCTBYsI ¢ OKpYKaroIei
Cpeloil B yCIOBHUAX Pa3BUTHS SITUIEMUH, PUTOPHKA
SIBIISIETCS] HE TOJBKO PEaKIlueil Ha CUTHANBI OT
ayJIMTOPUH B (PU3MUECKOM KOHTEKCTE, HO TaKIKe
00513aTeTFHO CTAHOBUTCSI YaCThIO OKPY>KAIOIIeH Cpelibl,
KoTopasi JOPMHUPYET BOCTIPUATHE ayTUTOPHHL.

Mpbl y3HaIH, U3y4YUB ONPEIETAIONIYIO CHUITY
OKpYKaroIe cpepl, 94To JTrobas uaes 0yaet
PacrpoCTPaHATHCS CJIOBHO HH(EKIHNS, TOJIBKO €CIIN
CTaHEeT YacThIO OKPYKCHUS, B KOTOPOH JaHHAsi TEMaTHKa
MOJKET BO3HUKHYTh. YTOOBI MOHATH KaK 3TO MPOUCXOIUT,
U YTO ellle BIUSIET Ha (PU3NYECKYIO Cpely 3a ee
MpeIeiiaMu, Mbl 00PaTUMCS K CYTH 3IMUACMHYECKOM
OKOJIOTHUH: BJIMAHUIO COIIUAJIBHBIX ceTeit.

IT'OCIIOJACTBYIOIIEE BJIUSITHUE
CETEHN

Ilo onpenenennto, SMUAEMUHA HE MOTYT
BO3HHUKHYTb 0€3 yuacTus Jitojeit. Jlaxke Ouonoruueckue
BCITBIIIKA B KOHEUHOM CYETE SBJISIOTCS COL[MAIbHBIM
(heHOMEHOM, TaK KaK OHM «JIEHCTBYIOT Ha COLUAILHOM
YPOBHE B3aUMOJECUCTBUI U €KEAHEBHO LIMPKYIUPYIOT B
MIpHUpPO/JIE Yepe3 KOMMYHHUKAIIMOHHBIE KaHAJbDY.
(ITapukka 293). UTOOBI OHATH CYTh SMUAIEMHUH, HAM
HEO0XOIMMO ONPEACIUTh IPYIIIBI JII0IEH, KOTOphIE
COCTaBJISIOT OOIIECTBO CTPAAAIOLIUX OT BCIIBIIIEK
SMHMJEMHH, U BBISIBUTBH, YTO JENIaeT UX Oosee
BOCIIPUMMYHBBIMH, HEXKEIU OCTAJIBHBIX.

B kynbTypHOH naHAEMUM POJIb JIIOJAEH U UX
B3aMMOOTHOILICHHH elle 0ojiee BaKHa, TaK Kak mogo0Hoe
SIBIIEHUE OCHOBAaHO HA JMHAMUKE, KOTOPYIO OOBIYHO
Ha3bIBAIOT «U3 YCT B ycTay. HesaBucruMo ot Toro,
OCYILECTBIIAETCA KOMMYHUKALUS YEPE3 UHTEPHET UIIH
’Ke BepOaNbHBIM IyTEM — <«JIHLIOM K JIHILY», CIIOBO
SIBJISIETCSI OCHOBHBIM CPEJCTBOM COLIUAJILHOTO
3apakeHus, U, TAKUM 00pa3oM, COIIHATIEHOTO
BO3/EHCTBH.




Moreover, word-of-mouth depends entirely on the
structure and dynamics of a social network, which
economist Duncan Watts describes as "that ubiquitous
web ot signals and interactions through which the
influence of one person passes to another" (220). Indeed,
Watts defies the modern rationalist ideal by stressing that
"we rarely, if ever, make decisions completely
independently or in isolation™ (218). Instead, we rely on
our social networks, particularly when we are uncertain
about a thought or action.

For networks to help propagate epidemics, according to
Gladwell, these networks must contain three types of
exceptional people: those who provide the social glue
within the network (connectors), those who supply the
knowledge the people need (mavens), and those who
have the skills to persuade others in the network to
change (salespeople). Whereas we might be tempted to
see rhetoric’s role entirely in the efforts of salespeople
(and maybe mavens), the process is not so simple.

Bouee Toro, ycTHas nepenada MHGOpMaIMU 3aBUCUT
UCKIIFOUUTEIBHO OT CTPYKTYPhI U TUHAMUKHU COLMATIBHOM
CEeTH, KOTOPYIO SKOHOMUCT /lyHKaH Y OTTC ONUCHIBAET
KaK «IIOBCEMECTHYIO MTayTUHY CUTHAJIOB U
B3aMMO/ICUCTBUH, Yepe3 KOTOPhIE OJUH YEJIOBEK
BO3/ICHCTBYeET Ha apyroroy» (220). JlelicTBUTENBHO,
VYoTTC UTHOPUPYET COBPEMEHHBIA PALIMOHATTUCTUYECKUI
MOJXO0J, TOAYEPKUBAsI TO, YTO «MbI PEIKO, €CIIU KOTa-
1100, IPUHUMAEM PELIEHHUS TOJIHOCTHI0
CaMOCTOSITENILHO, B OTUHOUKY» (218). BMecTo 3TOro Met
1ojlaraeMcsi Ha Hallli COLMAJIBHBIE CBSI3H, B YACTHOCTH,
KOTJ]a Mbl HE YBEPEHBI B 33 yMKE MJIH JCHCTBUM.

Jlyis pactipocTpaHeHUs SMUICMUH C TIOMOIIBIO
cereil, cormacHo ['magysmny, He00X0AUMO YTOOBI TaKue
CETH COJICPIKAH B ce0e TPH TUTIA HCKITFOUUTEIBLHBIX
JIIOJICH: T€, KTO MOCTABJISIET «COIMAIILHBIN KIICH» BHYTPH
ceT (KOHHEKTOPHI), T€, KTO JAFOT 3HAHUS, B KOTOPBIX
HY>KIAIOTCS JIFOAM (3HATOKH), ¥ T€, KTO 00IaaeT
HaBbIKaMU CKJIOHATH K UBMCHCHUAM IlpyFI/IX JIIOILeﬁ B
ceTH (TIpoAaBIbl). B To Bpems Kak MbI MOTIIH OBI
YBHJIETh POJIb PUTOPHKH, 3aKITFOUCHHYTO
HCKIOYUTCIBHO B yCI/IHI/IHX HpOI[aBHOB (I/I, BO3MOXHO,
3HATOKOB), 3TOT MPOIIECC HE TaK MPOCT.




