How to Choose your Engagement Ring Design (Part 2 - Number of Prongs)
Hi everyone!
 Welcome back to another video of ultimate guide on how to choose your ring design.
Today I’ll be sharing a few more about the different options to hold the diamond of your engagement ring in place. They are prongs, tension and bezel. 
Prongs are tiny metal pieces, that grip and secure the Diamond on your ring tightly. There is so miniature, that it is relatively difficult to notice it at first glance. However, despite their small size prongs are still able to influence the appearance of your engagement ring.
One common decision to make is a number of prongs you would like to have in your ring? Given that prongs are you preferred option ahead of tension and bezel?
Now the question is how many prongs should you get?
Generally, the less the number of prongs, the greater the area of the diamond can be seen, when the ring is viewed from the side. 
However, when more prongs are used in their ring setting, the diamond will be secured more safely. 
In addition, there is a wider variety of designs, such as Crown shape and Flower shape available, when you opt for more prongs. Another thing you have to take note is that the prongs will be smaller, if there are more prongs on the ring settings.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For 3 prongs engagement rings they portrait a minimal look, as there are less prongs on the diamond.
Depending on the orientation of the prongs, the stone may appear to be triangle or inverted triangle in shape. Three prongs are usually suggested to go with fancy shaped diamonds, including Pear or Heart-shaped diamonds. However, the prongs unsymmetrical with the band. You could probably ask your partner, if she likes it, before getting the three prongs diamond ring. 
Moving on to 4 prongs engagement ring. That tends to be the most popular among all the rings settings, as there is less metal on the diamond. And hence making the stone the center of attention.
 The Culat and more of the diamond can also be easily seen. 
When set on the 4 corners of the diamond, the gemstone will have a squarish look. Another look can be achieved by setting the prongs in a North, South, East, West orientation. 
This will confer a “diamond” symbol appearance to your diamond, thus the orientation of the prongs matter.
Next is the 5 prongs engagement ring. The prongs will create an illusion, that your diamond is pentagon in shape. When viewed from the side or bottom the ring setting looks, as if there is a hand holding onto the center of diamond. Which looks absolutely brilliant! 
Some perceive the diamond to look like a star, especially, when viewed from the top. 
However, similar to 3 prong setting the 5 prong settings in is unsymmetrical with the band, as 3 prongs will be on one side and the other two are on the other side. This is something, that you must be considered, before getting a 5 prongs engagement ring.
 6 prongs are ideal for those, who want Simple and Classic engagement ring. Even though, the prongs would lock more of the diamond from the side profile, to give the diamond more rounded effect.
Besides the individual prongs are typically tinier, and to minimize the region of diamond covered, a Cone Shaped Silhoutte of the Crown head can be observed from the side profile view. The prongs are able to provide more protection to the girdle of the stone. 
Here's a tip. If you like things to be unique, and you’re 100% certain, that your partner will love it, 3 prongs or 5 prongs may be suitable for your engagement ring. If not, you should, probably, stick to 4 prongs or 6 prongs rings. In general, 4 prongs are recommended for smaller diamonds. And 6 prongs are suited for bigger once. This is because the additional prongs may overshadow the diamonds and make the stone appear smaller, than it actually is. You wouldn't want that to happen. But, ultimately, it is up to your personal preference. 
If you do not want to go for prong setting, you can choose either bezel or tension. 
Bezel setting can either be a full bezel, which completely surrounds the diamond, or partial bezel, which partially surrounds the diamond. 
Full bezel is able to protect the central diamond from knocks and prevent the edges from getting chipped. Furthermore, it is the most secure option, as the girdle of the diamond fits into a channel in the setting, and the metal is on the Crown holding the stone in place. However, one disadvantage of having a full bezel setting aside, it may conceal significant parts of the diamond. Especially, from the side view. That being said, you can also hide inclusions or flaws from the sides of the gemstone. 
If you are very concerned about full bezel covering the stone from all sides, you can consider opting for a partial bezel. Only surrounds part of the diamond. 
Some find out, that also makes the diamond looks bigger, than it actually is. The Bezel Rings are generally chunkier, and you can observe, that they have more gold. More often, but not. Bezel setting are used for smaller diamonds. 
However, do note, that they must be custom made to fit the gemstone. 
And thus, they are usually more expensive. In a tension ring the diamond is held in place by pressure, rather than other mounting, such as prongs and bezels, hence it creates an illusion of the stone floating about ring finger. And allows greater visibility of the diamond. Many people are madly in love with this appearance. However, due to the diamond being “Clamped” with pressure, it may not be very secure. One method to resolve this issue is to add a transparent or hidden bar underneath diamond to provide greater support. 
Although, the band has to be extremely thick. 
At least, as wide as the gemstone, to generate enough pressure, he may be wondering: “Will the pressure fracture my diamond?”
Do not worry. Diamond is able to withstand the pressure. 
That's it for the second episode of our ultimate guide on choosing your ring design. We hope, that after watching this video you'll be able to get a suitable setting for your engagement ring. If you wish to learn more about diamonds, please feel free to visit our YouTube channel. 
Thank you and see you next time.
