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Should Children Start Working at the Age of Fourteen?
The issue of whether children should be allowed to start working from the age of fourteen is highly debatable nowadays. Not surprisingly, modern children understand everything faster than us. According to statistics, thirty per cent of children try to become partially independent from an early age (“Parents Should Strive to Raise Their Children to Be Independent”, The Wellesley News). Moreover, as they grow this willing to become fully independent simultaneously grows with them. Basically, more than seventy per cent of children at the age of fourteen start thinking about money and ways how to earn them (“Children Understand the Value of Money by age of 10”, Independent Newspaper). While a lot of people think that children should be allowed to work from the age of fourteen, others assume that letting a 14-year-old to work should be totally prohibited due to the unwanted possibility of children becoming illegally laboured.
On the one hand, parents should give their children a chance to become at least partially independent. As far as I am concerned, children nowadays start to grow faster physically as well as morally. Parents, who do understand that, often rely on the thought-provoking idea said by Earvin “Magic” Johnson, American basketball player “All kids need is a little help, a little hope and someone who believes in them” in order not to let the spark in eyes of their kids disappear (Earvin “Magic” Johnson, Inspirational Quotes, Lakers, NBA, Words of Wisdom, Brainyquote). As children try to become independent, they develop into extremely mature individuals. Basically, they begin searching for work themselves with a great desire to help their parents financially. Consequently, at the age of fourteen, they already know the fair price for money. It is important to mention that children are working hard as waiters or warehousemen and the understanding of how money is gained by their parents becomes clear. The working experience at the age of fourteen can be not as satisfying as they expect to gain. Nevertheless, from that time they will never underestimate their parents’ work. Moreover, they will nevermore beg for pocket money again. As Suzan Moore said, “Being a parent … means a constant negotiation between keeping them safe and letting them go. We are not good at letting go, and in my experience, we are also very poor risk assessors” (“Your Child Is Going to Experiment”, The Guardian). Children should be given at least an opportunity to try themselves any kind of work to understand the fair price of financial independence and maturity.
On the other hand, while working children lose an opportunity to gain equally valuable knowledge at school. However, there are several reasons why children do start working from such an early age instead of studying. They may simply not have a good enough family background or even no worthwhile example of a well-educated individual due to the illiteracy of their parents. Moreover, on one of the most regularly visited websites, it is said that “Undeniably, a lot of children … are forced to abandon their education to work and provide any support for their families” (“Situation of Children’s Right to Education Worldwide”, Humanium). With the start of work, children concentrate their attention on their salary more than their grades. Furthermore, they begin to run away from school without notifying their family as well as teachers. As a result, their grades and knowledge become worse and worse. Although a huge number of parents argue, whether kids can miss lessons due to the day working shifts, children have their own opinion. Consequently, they will not successfully graduate from school because of irregular attendance and inadequacy of free time for doing basic homework. Potentially, in the case of losing a job, 37 per cent of children, according to the statistics provided by VOA News, will not be able to obtain any leading position due to the lack of education (Lack of Higher Education Hinders Unemployed US Youth, VOA News).
Looking at this issue from the one side, a 14-year-old can understand his life goal and start working on achieving it. Having such a clear vision of what they want to have in the future, children stop procrastinating and forget about phones and other things that they used to waste time with. Moreover, working at such an early age encourages a willingness to socialize more. While working in the service industry, for example, children meet new people every day. Not surprisingly, some of the customers are enormously successful and children, whose life goals only begin to form, see the bright example of their possible future. With a great desire to become prosperous one day like their customers, children begin to work harder with a sparkle in their eyes. As a result, children become more and more motivated instead of wasting their time in front of the computer.
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Looking at this issue from another side, we may see that sometimes children are used as cheap labour and in some cases that may lead to fatal consequences. According to UNICEF, this type of work is considered to be completely illegal. The main reason why parents do not allow their children to work is that they are afraid of their children to slave. The official UNICEF statistics says that “168 children aged 5 to 17 are engaged in child labour. Millions of them suffer in the other worst forms of child labour, including slavery … and child soldiering, sexual exploitation or are used by adults in illicit activities including drug trafficking” (“Child Protection From Violence, Exploitation and Abuse”, UNICEF). Unfortunately, all of the above undeniably impairs children’s mental health as well as physical. As a result, at the age of fourteen children often do not look up to their age due to the poor working conditions and, unfortunately, are frequently putting their lives at the different risks without a sense of carelessness.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]To summarize, children should have their own opinion and make the final choice themselves. They are fourteen years old and they have the rights to choose what to do with their lives without parents’ pieces of advice. Parents should allow their children to feel the maturity through gaining their own working experience. However, children should be more careful about their choices. Sometimes they do need to be given worthwhile pieces of advice and their parents should be always there to support them. Furthermore, kids should not forget how risky this world is and properly look after themselves if they decide to start working in order not to become a slave. Each child deserves to be understood and their parents should be always there either to let them do what they want or to prevent them from making the wrong choices.
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