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THEORETICAL FOUNDATION OF THE PROBLEM
In grammar, an adjective is a part of speech that modifies a noun or a pronoun, usually by describing it or making its meaning more specific. Adjectives are typically characterized as descriptors. This is because they most commonly qualify nouns (or pronouns) by providing additional and specific information that describes, identifies or quantifies the noun. The adjective denotes some characteristic of an object, interpreted either as a quality (positive or negative, objective or subjective), or as a space, time, quantity etc. coordinate. Each adjective used in the text presupposes relation to some noun the property of whose referent it denotes (material, colour, dimensions, position, state, and other permanent and temporary characteristics). Thus adjectives do not possess a full nominative value. They exist only in collocations showing for ex. what is long, who is hospitable, what is fragrant. The most widely recognized adjectives in English and in Ukrainian are words such as big, old and tired that actually describe people, places, or things. Adjectives are words expressing properties of objects (large, blue, simple, clever, economic, progressive, productive) and hence, qualifying nouns. In grammar, an adjective is a word whose main syntactic role is to modify a noun or pronoun, giving more information about the noun or pronoun's referent such as its material, color, dimensions, position, state and other characteristics both permanent and temporary. 
Adjectives in Ukrainian and English may have different functions in the sentence. The most common are those of an attribute or a predicative. The attributes (premodifying and postmodifying) may be closely attached to their head-words (o good boy, the delegates present), or they may be loose (detached) (Clever and ambitious, he schemed as well as he could). In the first case the adjective forms a group with the noun it modifies; in the second case the adjective forms a sense-group separate from the head-word and the other parts of the sentence. A detached attribute is therefore separated by a comma from its head-word if it adjoins it, or from other parts of the sentence if it is distant from the head-word. As predicatives, adjectives may form a part of a compound nominal or double predicate (he was alone, the window was open. Old Jolyon sat alone, the dog went mad). Predicative adjectives may be modified by adverbials of manner, degree, or consequence and by clauses, forming long phrases as, in: “He is not so foolish as to neglect it. “ 
Adjectives in English and Ukrainian perform such syntactical functions as: 
1. An attribute:”Do you see the small green boat, which has such an odd shape?”
Adjectives used as attributes usually immediately precede the noun. Normally there is no pause between the adjective and the noun. Such attributes are called close attributes. However an adjective placed in pre-position to the noun may be separated from it by a pause. Then it becomes a loose attribute:” Clever and tactful, George listened to my story with deep concern.”
Yet loose attributes are often found in post-position to the noun: «My father, happy and tired, kissed me good night.”
2.  Predicative: ”Her smile was almost professional.”
3.  Part of a compound verbal predicate: ”He stood silent, with his back turned to the window.”
4.  An objective predicative: ”I thought him very intelligent.”
5. A subjective predicative: ”The door was closed tight.”
6. An adverbial modifier:” When ripe, the apples are sweet. Whether right or wrong, the man ought to be treated fairly- If possible, the child should be given the medicine three times a day.” As is seen from the examples, adjectives that are used ad -verbally are all introduced by conjunctions. The phrases which the adjectives are parts of can be treated as elliptical adverbial clauses.
It should be noted that most adjectives can be used both attributively and predicatively, but some of them those begin with -a, can be used only as predicative (afraid, asleep, along, alive, awake, ashamed and also content, sorry, well, ill, due).A few adjectives can be used only as attributes (outer, major, minor, only, whole, former, latter and some others).
Adjectives may be used parenthetically, conveying the attitude of the speaker to the contents of the sentence (strange, funny, curious, odd, and surprising), often premodified by more or most.
Strange, it was the same person. 
A certain type of exclamatory sentence is based on adjectives, often modified by other words: “How good of you! How wonderful! Excellent! Just right!”
In the sentence the adjective performs the functions of an attribute and a predicative. Of the two, the more specific function of the adjective is that of an attribute, since the function of a predicative can be performed by the noun as well. There is, though, a profound difference between the predicative uses of the adjective and the noun which is determined by their native categorical features. 
When used as predicatives or post-positional attributes, a considerable number of adjectives, in addition to the general combinability characteristics of the whole class, are distinguished by a complemented combinability with nouns. The complement-expansions of adjectives are effected by means of prepositions. E.g. fond of, jealous of, curious of, suspicious of; angry with, sick with; serious about, certain about, happy about; grateful to, thankful to, etc. Many such adjectival collocations render essentially verbal meanings and some of them have direct or indirect parallels among verbs. Cf.: be fond of — love, like; be envious of - envy; be angry with — resent; be mad for, about — covet; be thankful to — thank.

In addition, it is very important to know all syntactic functions of adjectives in order to understand the meaning of the sentence and to have general idea of it.


PRACTICAL ASSIGMENTS
Exercise 1. Underline the adjective and define the syntactic function of the adjectives in the sentences given below:
1. She is a clever girl.
2. She is not as crazy as you may imagine.
3. The dog is clever.
4. The more expensive the restaurant, the better the service.
5. She returned in the early morning.
6. They painted the door red.
7. The situation is not as simple as you think.
8. He wore his hair long.
9. The water in the swimming pool was five feet deep.
10. She does not seem so crazy as before.
Keys: 1. Attributive function; 2. a part of a compound nominal predicate;3. Predicative function; 4. Predicative function;5. Attributive function; 6. Predicative function; 7. Predicative function; 8. Predicative; 
9. Predicative; 10. Predicative.
Exercise 2. Underline the adjective and comment upon its syntactic function, translate the sentences.
1. The child is asleep.
2. She is a nice girl.
3. I want the best for you.
4. He was aware of what she was doing.
5. The plain was twenty minutes late.
6. She is 40 years old.
7. When driving he is always careful.
8. The news turned his hair white.
9. The meat was served raw, the way he liked.
Keys: 1. The child is asleep.– Дитина спить (predicative function); 
2. She is a nice girl. – Вона хороша дівчина (attributive function); 3. I want the best for you. – Я бажаю тобі тільки самого найкращого. (nominal function);4. He was aware of what she was doing. – Він був в курсі того, що вона робила (predicative);5. The plain was twenty minutes late. – Літак запізнювався на20 хвилин. (predicative);6. She is 40 years old. – Їй 40 років. (predicative); 7. When cooking she is always careful. – Вона куховарить дуже охайно; 8. The news turned his hair white. – Через почуті новини чоловік посивів за одну мить (predicative); 9. The meat was served raw, the way he liked. – М'ясо подали в сирому вигляді, як він любив (predicative). 
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