
Meeting of the GUAM Secretary General with the High Representative for the UN Alliance of Civilizations
On September 23, 2016 in New York, within the framework of the 71st session of the UN General Assembly, the Secretary General of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development – GUAM Mr. Altai Efendiev met with the High Representative  for the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser and Ms. Nihal Saad, Chief of Cabinet and Spokesperson for the High Representative for the UNAOC.
During the conversation, GUAM expressed interest in establishing relationships with the UNAOC and developing cooperation between the organizations.
Mr. N.A. Al-Nasser was given a written appeal, which outlined the GUAM main motives and desire to join the Group of Friends of the UNAOC, as well as sign a Memorandum of Cooperation, within which joint initiatives and projects can be implemented.
The High Representative for the UNAOC assured that the appeal will be considered and a response letter will be sent to GUAM in the near future.

27th meeting of the GUAM Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs (CMFA) 
On 22 September 2016 in New York, on the sidelines of the 71st session of the UN General Assembly, the 27th meeting of the Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs (CFMA) of GUAM was held, which was attended by Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the GUAM member states and the Secretary General of GUAM.
At its meeting, the CFMA heard the report of the Secretary General on the current activities of GUAM. Heads of the delegations spoke on the main issues on the agenda.
The CFMA considered issues of political interaction within the framework of GUAM, in particular, on the promotion of the draft UN General Assembly Resolution "Protracted conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for international peace, security and development" and on the submission of the draft Resolution "Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM ” to the UN General Assembly for its consideration. An agreement was reached on strengthening coordination of the activities of the missions of the GUAM member states to the UN and other international organizations.
The CFMA examined issues of intersectoral cooperation of the Organization. The CFMA welcomed the initiative of the Ukrainian side to hold a meeting of the Prime Ministers of the GUAM member states, expressing the hope that this event will give a proper impetus to the development of the Organization and to further strengthening of the economic component of cooperation within the framework of GUAM.
The CFMA discussed issues of expanding cooperation with partner countries and other international organizations.
The CFMA considered some organizational issues to enhance the role and international authority of GUAM and gave the Secretariat appropriate instructions.
Following the discussion, a Joint Communiqué of the CFMA of GUAM was adopted.
The date and venue of the next CFMA meeting  will be agreed through diplomatic channels.

Address of the GUAM Secretary General Mr. Efendiev at the Georgia International Maritime Forum
39th meeting of the GUAM Council of National Coordinators (CNC) 
On September 8-9, 2016, the 39th meeting of the GUAM Council of National Coordinators (CNC) was held at the GUAM Secretariat in Kiev with the participation of representatives of the member states and the GUAM Secretariat.
The CNC considered issues of political interaction in the GUAM format. The presiding party informed on the progress of the UN General Assembly (GA) draft resolution "Protracted conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for international peace, security and development”, and the draft Resolution “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM” proposed by the presiding party was considered and agreed upon.
The CNC addressed the issue of interaction between the GUAM Permanent Representatives to international organizations and approved the Plan of Cooperation of the Permanent Representatives of the GUAM Member States to the United Nations in 2016 and the Key Issues of Cooperation of the Permanent Representatives of the GUAM Member States to the Council of Europe in 2016.
The CNC examined issues of inter-parliamentary cooperation, including the holding of the next meeting of the Committee for Political, Legal and Interregional Cooperation Issues of the Parliamentary Assembly (PA) of GUAM, the Bureau of the GUAM PA and the next GUAM PA meeting. The CNC supported the intention of the GUAM PA to send a group of observers to the Parliamentary elections in Georgia (October 8, 2016).
The CNC discussed the preparation for the meeting of the Heads of Government of the GUAM Member States in December this year, as well as the GUAM Business Forum, timed to coincide with the meeting, in particular, after hearing the information from the Secretariat about the interdepartmental coordination meeting held in preparation for the Business Forum.
The CNC discussed a set of issues of GUAM sectoral cooperation, in particular, in the domains of economy and trade, transport and transit, tourism, cyber security. Besides, the CNC considered issues of cooperation with other states and international organizations.
In addition, the CNC considered the preparation for the next meeting of the Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs within the framework of the 71st session of the UN General Assembly in New York, and agreed on the draft documents for this event.
The CNC also addressed organizational and financial issues.
The date and venue of the next meeting of the Council of National Coordinators will be agreed through diplomatic channels.

Program Coordinator of the GUAM Secretariat took part in the International Transport Conference
On September 8, 2016, the Program Coordinator of the Secretariat of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM Mr. S. Temirov took part in the International Transport Conference "Integrated Transport Corridors Europe-Asia", organized by the Ministry of Infrastructure of Ukraine in Odessa.
The Program Coordinator presented a report on "Development of Transit in Member States". In addition, he informed the Conference participants about the current activities of the Working Group on Transport and the GUAM Trade and Transport Facilitation Project. The Program Coordinator also provided information on the further plans of the Organization regarding cooperation in the transport and transit area within the framework of GUAM and GUAM +.

GUAM Secretary General took part in the 35th session of the Baltic Assembly and the 22nd meeting of the Baltic Council
On October 27-28, 2016, the Secretary General of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM Mr. A. Efendiev took part in the 35th session of the Baltic Assembly and the 22nd meeting of the Baltic Council held in the Saeima of the Republic of Latvia in Riga. The Secretary General also took part in the events dedicated to the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Baltic Assembly.
During the meetings, the Secretary General expressed interest and emphasized the importance of developing and strengthening all-round relations both between the Baltic  and GUAM  Parliamentary Assemblies, and between the Baltic countries and GUAM member states. The issues of participation of the Baltic Assembly representatives in the upcoming session of the Parliamentary Assembly of GUAM, which will be held in December this year in Baku, were discussed. 
In the course of discussion on the report of the Minister of Transport of Latvia Mr. Uldis Augulis on the development of transport infrastructure between the Baltic states, transport corridors and cross-border cooperation, the Secretary General noted the importance of developing transport communications connecting the regions of the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas. A. Efendiev briefly informed about the functioning of the GUAM Transport Corridor and its potential role in the development of the East-West corridor connecting the countries of Europe and Asia. In this regard, he emphasized the importance of developing transport infrastructure connecting the Black and Baltic Seas, and called for strengthening cooperation in the field of transport. The possibility of continuing the dialogue during the forthcoming international conference on transport in November this year in Kiev was noted. 

GUAM Program Coordinator took part in the round table “Trans-Caspian International Transport Route - Realities and Prospects”
On October 27, 2016, the Program Coordinator of the GUAM Secretariat Mr. S. Temirov took part in the round table "Trans-Caspian International Transport Route - Realities and Prospects" organized by the International Trans-Caspian Transport Consortium (ITTC) in Kiev.
The Program Coordinator welcomed the participants of the round table and informed about the GUAM current activities in the field of transport, noting the paramount importance of the development of the transport corridor for the Organization. In this context, he provided information on the Concept for the Development of the GUAM Transport Corridor, the results of the specialized conference "GUAM -Transit-2" (November 19, 2015) and the results of the 12th meeting of the Working Group on Transport at the level of heads of departments, during which, in particular, the Odessa Declaration of the Heads of Departments of the GUAM Member States responsible for transport development was adopted (May 31, 2016).
The Program Coordinator also familiarized the participants with the activities of the Trade and Transport Facilitation Project Steering Committee, in particular, with the advantages of the GUAM Transport Corridor after the adoption of the Protocol between the customs administrations of the GUAM member states on organizing the exchange of preliminary information on goods and vehicles moving across the state borders of the GUAM member states dated July 8, 2015, and the Protocol Technical Specification.
The Program Coordinator also informed those present about the further development of the Organization's cooperation in the transport and transit sphere within the framework of GUAM and GUAM +.

Meeting of the GUAM Secretary General with representatives of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
On October 27, 2016, the Secretary General of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM Mr. A. Efendiev met with the Managing Director of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) for Eastern Europe and the Caucasus Mr. Francis Malige and the EBRD Director in Ukraine Mr. Sevki Acuner.
The Secretary General briefly spoke about the GUAM Organization, the main areas of activity, the joint projects being implemented by the GUAM countries, and international partnership.
The head of the EBRD regional division, in his turn, informed about the bank's activities in the countries of the region, the implementation of projects that are important both for the economy of the countries and for the region as a whole.
The parties showed mutual interest in the implementation of regional projects, particularly, in the field of transport and trade. The Secretary General informed the EBRD representatives about the planned events within the framework of GUAM, in particular, the high-level meeting and the GUAM business forum. The bank representatives indicated their interest in participating in these events.
The parties expressed interest in maintaining relations and exchanging information on the activities of the organizations.



2nd meeting of the interdepartmental group on organizing the Business Forum timed to the meeting of Prime Ministers
On October 20, 2016, the 2nd meeting of representatives of the interdepartmental group on the organization of the Business Forum timed to coincide with the meeting of the Prime Ministers of the GUAM member states was held at the GUAM Secretariat in Kiev, in which the Permanent Representatives of the GUAM Member States, representatives of ministries and departments of Ukraine, the International Chamber of Commerce and the Secretariat took part.
The meeting participants confirmed that one of the main goals of the meeting of the Heads of Government and the Business Forum is to foster increased activity of business circles and to establish a structure to coordinate and facilitate business activity in the GUAM area.
The participants discussed a range of issues related to organizing and holding the meeting of the Prime Ministers of the GUAM Member States and the GUAM Business Forum based on the draft concept of the event.
The next working meeting will be additionally agreed upon.

Participation of the GUAM Group in observation of the parliamentary elections in Georgia
On October 8, 2016, the Observer Group of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM took part in observing the elections to the Parliament of Georgia.
The group, in particular, included: the deputy of the Milli Mejlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. A. Masimli and the deputies of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine Mr. I. Krulko, Mr. Y. Markevich and Mr. A. Chernenko. The group was accompanied by the Secretary General of GUAM Mr. A. Efendiev.
Based on the results of the observation at polling stations in Tbilisi and Mtskheta, the GUAM Observer Group made a Statement.

4th meeting of the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) of the GUAM Member States
On October 5, 2016, the 4th meeting of the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) of the GUAM Member States took place at the GUAM Secretariat in Kiev.
The meeting was attended by the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Georgia to Ukraine M. Ukleba, the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Moldova to Ukraine R.  Bolbochan, the Counselor of the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Ukraine E. Bagirov, the Ambassador-at-Large of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine A. Kononenko, the Secretary General of GUAM A. Efendiev, the Program Coordinators S. Temirov, N. Melenevsky and T. Kiladze.
The meeting participants discussed topical issues of the Organization's activities, in particular, the situation in its working bodies, listened to relevant proposals and initiatives, considered the development of GUAM's international cooperation, as well as issues about the events timed to the anniversary of the Organization.

3rd meeting of the interdepartmental group on organizing the Business Forum timed to the meeting of Prime Ministers
On November 22, 2016, the 3rd meeting of representatives of the interdepartmental group was held at the GUAM Secretariat in Kiev, in which the Permanent Representatives of the GUAM member states, representatives of the Cabinet of Ministers, the International Chamber of Commerce, relevant ministries and departments of Ukraine, and employees of the Secretariat took part.
The participants of the meeting heard the information of the Secretary General on the implementation of the agreements on preparation for the meeting of the Prime Ministers of the GUAM member states and the Business Forum, reached at the last meeting of the interdepartmental group (October 20), and discussed a number of organizational and practical issues related to the above events. In particular, the Deputy Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine Mr. M.Titarchuk provided preliminary information on the program of the meeting of the Prime Ministers; the President of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Mr. V. Shchelkunov provided provisional information on the preparation of the Business Forum.
Within the framework of the interdepartmental group, the Ambassadors of the Republic of Moldova and Georgia to Ukraine confirmed the participation of the delegations of their countries at the above mentioned meeting, and presented a number of proposals for organizing and holding this meeting and the Business Forum.
The participants agreed to hold a regular working meeting at the GUAM Secretariat on November 29, 2016.

15th meeting of the Working Group on Economy and Trade at the level of deputy ministers
On November 17-18, 2016, the 15th meeting of the Working Group on Economy and Trade at the level of deputy ministers of the relevant authorities of the GUAM member states was held at the GUAM Secretariat in Kiev, chaired by the Georgian side.
During the meeting, the draft Protocol on the Rules for Determining the Country of Origin of Goods to the Agreement on the Establishment of a Free Trade Area between the GUUAM Member States, the Rules for Determining the Country of Origin of Goods and the Draft Protocol on the approval of the Regulations of establishment and activity of the Working Body coordinating the actions of the Contracting Parties to the Agreement on the Establishment of a Free Trade Area between the GUUAM  Member States dated July 20, 2002 were agreed, and an agreement was reached to recommend these documents for undergoing domestic procedures for the purpose of their signing during the meeting of the Prime Ministers of the GUAM member states.
The next meeting of the Working Group will take place in the first half of 2017. Its date and venue will be agreed through diplomatic channels.

25th Meeting of the Trade and Transport Facilitation Project Steering Committee
On November 9-10, 2016 in Lviv, Ukraine, the 25th meeting of the Steering Committee for the implementation of the Trade and Transport Facilitation Project of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM was held.
During the meeting, information on the progress of the Trade and Transport Facilitation Project was discussed, and the relevance of exchange of experience on its implementation in the GUAM member states was noted.
It was also decided to prepare presentations for upcoming conferences in order to familiarize the business community with the new possibilities of the GUAM transport corridor after the signing of the Protocol between the customs administrations of the GUAM member states on organizing the exchange of preliminary information on goods and vehicles moving across the state borders of the GUAM member states dated July 8, 2015, as well as the signing of a Protocol between the customs administrations of the GUAM member states on the mutual recognition of certain results of customs control of goods and vehicles moving across the state borders of GUAM member states , and the Agreement between the customs administrations of the GUAM member states on facilitating the transit of goods and vehicles through the territories of the GUAM member states.
The possibility of using electronic and digital signatures for customs clearance of goods and the preparation of a new Protocol within the framework of GUAM on cooperation in combating customs offences related to the movement of goods by air were also discussed.
The Project Steering Committee noted with satisfaction that all Member States had joined the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime / World Customs Organization Container Control Program, and agreed to further unite efforts with other law enforcement agencies of the GUAM countries to combat illegal movement of goods.
Taking into account the importance and in order to increase the competitiveness of the GUAM region, the participants of the meeting decided to unite their efforts to improve the rating of the GUAM member states in the World Bank’s “Doing Business” in terms of customs activities.
During the meeting, it was also decided to continue negotiations, with the aim of signing, on the Protocol between the customs administrations of the GUAM member states on the mutual recognition of certain results of customs control of goods and vehicles moving across the state borders of the GUAM member states, as well as the approval of the draft Agreement between the customs administrations of the GUAM member states on facilitating the transit of goods and vehicles through the territories of the GUAM member states.
The next meeting of the TTFP Steering Committee will be held in the Republic of Azerbaijan in the first half of 2017. The date and venue of the meeting will be additionally agreed through diplomatic channels.

Reception dedicated to the 10th anniversary of GUAM's transformation into the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM
On November 9, 2016, at the premises of the GUAM Secretariat in Kiev, a reception was held dedicated to the 10th anniversary of the transformation of GUAM into the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM.
The event was attended by heads of diplomatic missions, the international organizations accredited in Ukraine, entities representing the business community (business entities), representatives of scientific and academic circles, public and political figures, as well as representatives of non-governmental organizations. The event was also attended by the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Chief of Staff of the Ministry Mr. V. Prystaiko and Deputy Minister of Youth and Sports of Ukraine for European Integration Mr. N. Movchan.
During the event, the Secretary General of the Organization Mr. A. Efendiev addressed those present with a welcoming speech, informed about the evolution of the Organization and its development and formation, the challenges facing the Organization, international cooperation and priority areas for development, as well as about future plans, emphasizing the upcoming meeting of the Prime Ministers of the GUAM member states as a symbol of a new round in the harmonious development of the Organization.
The Secretary General thanked the leadership of Ukraine for the comfortable conditions created for the functioning of the GUAM Secretariat and for its constant support. A. Efendiev also addressed words of gratitude to international representatives, noting the United States and Japan, as well as other partners, and called for expanding and deepening cooperation in various areas of activity.
In the context of dynamic changes in the GUAM region and around it, the implementation of major initiatives and projects, the Secretary General on behalf of the GUAM countries expressed interest in developing cooperation with the countries of the Visegrad Group, the Baltic region and Central Asia in the fields of transport, energy, tourism, etc.
In conclusion, the Secretary General thanked the GUAM member states for their cooperation and commitment to further close interaction in the interests of the stability, security and development of the GUAM region.
The leadership of the Ukrainian National Committee of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC Ukraine) expressed gratitude to the GUAM Secretariat and personally to the Secretary General for close interaction in the development of the business component of cooperation between the GUAM countries, presenting a memorable gift.

Meeting of the Secretary General of GUAM with the Secretary General of TRACECA
On November 3, 2016 in Baku, Azerbaijan Republic, at the TRACECA headquarters, a meeting (photo) between the Secretary General of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM Mr. Altai Efendiev and the Secretary General of TRACECA Mr. Mircea Ciopraga took place.
During the meeting, the Parties exchanged information on projects and initiatives implemented in the field of transport. It was noted that the changes taking place in the region of the Black Sea and Caspian Sea basins create favorable opportunities for the practical implementation of the East-West transport corridor. In this regard, the need was emphasized to coordinate efforts to develop the transport infrastructure connecting the countries of Asia and Europe, as well as to harmonize and unify the legislative and regulatory environment and tariff policy.
The parties confirmed their mutual interest in developing cooperation between the organizations. In particular, the Parties agreed to consider the possibility of signing a Memorandum of Cooperation between the TRACECA Secretariat and the GUAM Secretariat. The GUAM Secretary General invited the TRACECA Secretary General to the GUAM Business Forum, where the main attention will be paid to the transport corridor and the development of regional cooperation in its implementation.

The Presidium of the Baltic Assembly and the Bureau of the GUAM PA
reconfirm the high importance of parliamentary cooperation between the Baltic Assembly and the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly,
define the following priorities for cooperation between both organizations for 2017-2019:
• Cooperation of law enforcement institutions to fight cross-border crime, including the fight against human trafficking;
• Strengthening regional security and strategic communication;
• Exchange of experience in the field of labor market and labor mobility;
• Creation of a research and innovation environment;
• Comprehensive approach to the energy market, transport and infrastructure;
• Exchange of experience regarding the EU membership campaign organization;
• Exchange of views on common environmental challenges in the Baltic and GUAM regions;
• Health and safety regulations at work;
• Exchange of best practices and experiences in the field of culture and tourism.
Baku, December 15, 2016
The GUAM Parliamentary Assembly and the Baltic Assembly adopted this Joint Statement within the framework of participation in the Ninth session of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly, held in Baku, the Republic of Azerbaijan, on December 15, 2016.
The participants welcomed the positive dynamics in the development of traditionally good relations and expanded dialogue between the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly and the Baltic Assembly. This cooperation has demonstrated its ability to contribute to the promotion of common goals and principles, in particular, in response to new threats and challenges in the GUAM region, which undermine peace, security and development at the regional and global levels.
The participants confirmed their strong commitment to strictly follow the generally recognized norms and principles of international law, the UN Charter, the provisions of the main documents of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the provisions of the statutory documents of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly and the Baltic Assembly.
The participants expressed deep concern about the ongoing conflicts in the GUAM region. They stressed that the protracted conflicts in the GUAM region represent the main threat to regional and international security. The participants reaffirmed their commitment to the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of the internationally recognized borders of all states in both regions.
The participants assessed the existing relations of expanded partnership between the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly and the Baltic Assembly as a common achievement and stressed their intention to continue working together to promote common goals and values.
The participants also expressed their conviction that the ongoing cooperation between the Parliamentary Assembly of GUAM and the Baltic Assembly will contribute to the settlement of conflicts in the GUAM region and confirmed their readiness to continue to work together to this end.
The participants noted the importance of preparing joint projects and cooperation programs, launching joint initiatives of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly and the Baltic Assembly in order to strengthen inter-parliamentary cooperation.
The participants reaffirmed their support for the goals and principles set out in the previously adopted joint documents of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly and the Baltic Assembly.
The participants reaffirmed the high importance of parliamentary cooperation between the Baltic Assembly and the GUAM PA.
In this regard, the participants defined the following priorities for cooperation between the two organizations for 2017-2019:
• Cooperation of law enforcement institutions to fight cross-border crime, including the fight against human trafficking;
• Strengthening regional security and strategic communication;
• Exchange of experience in the field of labor market and labor mobility;
• Creation of a research and innovation environment;
• Comprehensive approach to the energy market, transport and infrastructure;
• Exchange of experience regarding the EU membership campaign organization;
• Exchange of views on common environmental challenges in the Baltic and GUAM regions;
• Health and safety regulations at work;
• Exchange of best practices and experiences in the field of culture and tourism.
The participants expressed their sincere gratitude to the Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the excellent organization of this meeting and the traditional hospitality extended to the delegations during their stay in Baku.
December 15, 2016, Baku, Azerbaijan Republic
On December 14-15, 2016 in Baku, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Ninth Session of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly was held chaired by the head of the delegation of the Milli Mejlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly, Mr. Azer Kerimli.
Heads and members of parliamentary delegations of the GUAM member states took part in the work of the Ninth GUAM PA Session.
The Parliamentary Assembly welcomed the holding of the Ninth Session of the Assembly at a high level and with the participation of representatives of partner organizations and high-level guests, reflecting the growing role and importance of the GUAM PA in the system of European inter-parliamentary cooperation.
The Parliamentary Assembly confirmed that it continues to be a reliable platform for cooperation both between parliamentarians of the GUAM member states and on a European and global scale, in order to promote international peace, security and sustainable development.
In this regard, the Parliamentary Assembly reaffirmed its determination to further promote the development of inter-parliamentary cooperation and contacts in the GUAM region in order to ensure coordination of actions of national parliaments in implementing the tasks of sustainable economic development, strengthening democracy, resolving social, cultural and humanitarian issues, as well as strengthening security in region.
The Parliamentary Assembly emphasized the stable nature of cooperation between the parliaments of four states, which has developed in recent years, the development of which is of particular importance in the context of growing international tension, characterized by the violation of fundamental norms and principles of international law.
 In this regard, the Assembly noted that the Parliamentary Assembly has proved its effectiveness in strengthening the interaction and solidarity of parliamentarians of the GUAM member states, their readiness to consistently and decisively defend common interests, guided by the principle of mutual support both within the Organization and on the international arena. The continuation and further development of this interaction remains the most important task of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly in the future.
The Parliamentary Assembly reaffirmed its adherence to the generally recognized norms and principles of international law, the tasks and goals enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of GUAM and the provisions of the fundamental documents of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe.
The Parliamentary Assembly also reiterated its extreme concern over the ongoing conflicts in the GUAM region, requiring their urgent resolution on the basis of universally recognized norms and principles of international law, primarily concerning the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of internationally recognized borders of states. The Parliamentary Assembly reiterated its firm belief that the peaceful settlement of conflicts in the GUAM area should be carried out exclusively on the basis of the above principles. The PA reaffirmed its principled position that the territory of a state cannot be the object of capture or military occupation or annexation resulting from the threat or use of force, in violation of relevant international law.
The Parliamentary Assembly also reaffirmed that no state should recognize as lawful the situation resulting from the use of force against the political independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of other states, as well as the situation in the occupied territories, and not any state should support the continuation of the occupation.
The Parliamentary Assembly noted with concern that the unresolved conflicts in the territories of the member states hinder the economic development of the conflict-affected territories of these states and the realization of the right of involuntarily displaced persons and refugees for a dignified and safe return to their places of origin.
In this regard, the Parliamentary Assembly reaffirmed the relevance of the issue of increased interaction of the Organization's member states in order to facilitate the process of resolving conflicts based on the principles formulated in the Joint Declaration of the Heads of State of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM of May 23, 2006.
Over the past period, the Parliamentary Assembly has done significant work aimed at implementing the tasks and achieving the goals of regional cooperation in the rulemaking sphere, with the active assistance of four profile committees of the GUAM PA. In this regard, the Parliamentary Assembly pointed out the need to continue focusing efforts on the initiation and implementation of specific projects and programs of GUAM cooperation, as well as consideration of legislative initiatives and assistance to the process of ratification of the relevant GUAM documents.
The Parliamentary Assembly expressed its firm conviction that in the current situation the development and strengthening of trust and partnership with the Baltic Assembly, the Benelux Parliament, the Nordic Council, the Visegrad Group, the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries and other international and regional inter-parliamentary associations is the most important task of the Organization in order to ensure the protection and promotion of the interests of the GUAM member states. The Parliamentary Assembly will continue to develop and implement comprehensive international cooperation to attract consolidated parliamentary support for GUAM's position in the international arena.
The Parliamentary Assembly expressed gratitude to the election observation mission for the Parliamentary elections in Georgia (October 8, 2016), as well as the Secretariat of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM for assistance in the implementation of this mission.
The Parliamentary Assembly thanked the Milli Mejlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan for ensuring the fruitful work of the Assembly and the active position of the Chairmanship, which guaranteed the development of GUAM inter-parliamentary cooperation in all spheres and directions, as well as for the excellent preparation and holding of the Parliamentary Assembly, warm hospitality rendered to the delegations of the GUAM member states in Baku.
The dates and venue of the Tenth Session of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly in 2017 will be agreed through diplomatic channels.
Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, 15 December 2016.

GUAM representatives took part in the Round Table "Global Conference on Sustainable Transport"
On December 6, 2016 at the National Transport University in Kiev, a round table was held on the topic "Global Sustainable Transport Conference in the Context of Development of International Cooperation".
The Secretary General of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM Mr. A. Efendiev and the Program Coordinator for Economic Affairs of the Secretariat of GUAM Mr. S. Temirov took part in the work of the Round Table.
In his speech, A. Efendiev congratulated the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Turkmenistan to Ukraine Mr. N. Amanmuradov on the successful holding of the First Global Sustainable Transport Conference, held on November 26-27, 2016 in Ashgabat, and noted that the results of this Conference will play an important role in sustainable transport development on a global scale. In this regard, he noted the importance of coordination and interaction between countries in the development of regional transport corridors.
As an example, he mentioned the interaction between the ODED-GUAM member states, within the framework of which special attention is paid to the development of cooperation in the field of transport, including for the full use of the region's transit potential.
The Secretary General informed the participants of the Round Table about the Development Concept for the GUAM Transport Corridor, approved by the Heads of Transport Departments of the GUAM Member States, and the progress of its implementation.
He also noted the special geographic advantages of the GUAM transport corridor, with which many regional transport routes, both from East to West and from South to North, are connected. In this regard, the Secretary General emphasized the importance of the GUAM transport corridor as a key link in the alternative route of the East-West corridor, or the New Silk Road.
The Secretary General noted that Turkmenistan has a large transit potential to ensure cargo flows in all directions and, in this regard, he welcomed the increased activity of Turkmenistan in the development of cooperation in the field of transport.
The Secretary General spoke about the meeting scheduled for the beginning of 2017 at the initiative of the Prime Minister of Ukraine V. Groysman, the Prime Ministers of GUAM and Kazakhstan, as well as about the planned Business Forum, at which transport and trade will be given primary importance, and invited everyone to cooperate.

28th meeting of the GUAM Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs
On December 8, 2016 in Hamburg, within the framework of the 23rd meeting of the OSCE Ministerial Council, the 28th meeting of the Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs (CMFA) of GUAM was held.
It was attended by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan E. Mammadyarov (chaired the meeting), Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia M. Janelidze, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova A. Galbur, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine P. Klimkin and Secretary General of GUAM A. Efendiev.
This event was the final meeting of the GUAM Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs in 2016, at which the results of the Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the Organization for the current year were summed up.
The Secretary General informed the CMFA about the activities of the Organization and the GUAM Secretariat in the reporting period, described the results of the priority areas of cooperation. He also drew the attention of the CMFA to the need to improve the efficiency of the main bodies of GUAM in order to increase the effectiveness of the activities of the Organization.
The CMFA confirmed the importance of the meeting of the Heads of Government of the GUAM member states in Kiev and the business conference timed to it to give impetus to the development of cooperation in such areas as transport, trade, and private entrepreneurship. In this regard, the CMFA called on the countries to facilitate the timely completion of national procedures for agreeing on documents submitted for signing at this meeting.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia spoke about the priorities of the Georgian Chairmanship in the year of the 20th anniversary of GUAM and presented the Program of the Chairmanship under the slogan "Together for a Strong GUAM" to the Ministerial Council.
The CMFA discussed issues of international cooperation in the GUAM+ format, as well as with international organizations, and noted the importance of continuing cooperation in this direction. The Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs welcomed the adoption of the UN General Assembly Resolution “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM” and heard information from the Chairmanship on the current status of progress of the UN General Assembly Resolution “Protracted conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for international peace, security and development ". The CMFA instructed the diplomatic missions of the GUAM member states to continue efforts to mobilize support for this draft Resolution.
The CMFA noted the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation, called for its deepening and welcomed in this regard the holding of regular meetings of the relevant committees of the Parliamentary Assembly (PA) of GUAM, the Bureau of the GUAM PA and the next meeting of the GUAM PA (Baku, December 14-15, 2016).
The CMFA considered issues of sectoral cooperation, in particular, approved the coordinating countries of the working groups for 2017-2018, and also made a decision to create a new GUAM Working Body "GUAM Working Group on Youth and Sports".
The CMFA also considered the organizational and financial issues of the Organization's activities, including the approval of the Organization's budget for 2017.
At the Ministerial Council meeting, the chairmanship of GUAM in 2017 was transferred to Georgia.

Participation of GUAM representatives in the Second International Trade and Industry Conference
On December 1-2, 2016, Kiev hosted the Second International Trade and Industry Conference “Free Trade Zones: Opportunities and Challenges for Ukraine and Partners”, organized by the Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The event was attended by the Program Coordinator of the Secretariat of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM S. Temirov and the Head of the Department of the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan I. Babayev, the Senior Counselor of the Embassy of Georgia in Ukraine A. Kipiani and the Counselor of the Embassy of the Republic of Moldova in Ukraine I. Panurko , as well as representatives of ASMAP Ukraine, Ukrferry and business representatives interested in cooperation in the GUAM format.
Within the framework of the panel discussion “GUAM Cooperation Format: Priority Areas”, issues on the functioning of the GUAM free trade zone, prospects for the development of the GUAM transport corridor were discussed. Representatives of the GUAM member states, who took part in the Conference, presented information on new initiatives and projects aimed at the development of the GUAM transport corridor and the full functioning of the GUAM free trade zone.
During the discussion, issues that hinder the development of the GUAM free trade zone and the functioning of the GUAM transport corridor were discussed, and proposals were made to eliminate them.

40th meeting of the GUAM Council of National Coordinators
On December 1-2, 2016, the 40th meeting of the GUAM Council of National Coordinators (CNC) was held at the GUAM Secretariat with the participation of representatives of the GUAM member states and the GUAM Secretariat.
This event was the last meeting of the national coordinators during the chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the Organization, at which the results of GUAM's activities in 2016 were summed up.
At its meeting, the Council of National Coordinators considered issues of political interaction in the GUAM format. In particular, the CNC welcomed the adoption of the Resolution “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - GUAM”. The CNC also heard a briefing by the Chairmanship about the current status of progress on the draft UN General Assembly Resolution "Protracted conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for international peace, security and development." The CNC instructed the diplomatic missions of the GUAM member states to continue efforts to mobilize support for this draft Resolution.
The CNC was briefed by the Chairmanship on the preparations for regular meetings of the Committees of the Parliamentary Assembly (PA) of GUAM, the Bureau of the GUAM PA and the next meeting of the GUAM PA (December 14-15, Baku).
The Council of National Coordinators was also informed by the Secretary General on the preparations for the meeting of the heads of government of the GUAM member states and the Business Forum, which were postponed to early 2017. In this regard, the CNC noted the need to accelerate domestic procedures for agreeing on documents that are planned to be adopted at the said meeting.
In addition, the CNC discussed a set of issues of the GUAM sectoral cooperation. The proposals of the GUAM member states on the candidacies of the coordinating countries of the sectoral working groups for the period 2017-2018 were discussed, as well as issues of cooperation with other states and international organizations.
At the CNC meeting, the documents of the upcoming CMFA meeting were also agreed, and information on organizational and financial issues was heard.
The date and venue of the next meeting of the Council of National Coordinators will be agreed through diplomatic channels.

On December 26, 2016, the 5th meeting of the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) of the GUAM Member States was held at the GUAM Secretariat in Kiev.
This meeting was the final one this year and was dedicated to summing up the results of the Organization's activities in 2016, as well as plans for the next year.
The meeting was attended by:  the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Georgia to Ukraine M. Ukleba, the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Moldova R. Bolbochan, the Ambassador-at-Large of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine A. Kononenko, the Counselor of the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Ukraine E. Bagirov, the Secretary General of GUAM A. Efendiev, the Secretariat Program Coordinators S. Temirov and T. Kiladze.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Within the framework of the meeting, A. Efendiev informed the CPR members about the outcome of recent events of the current year, the activities of GUAM in 2016 during the Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the achieved goals, initiatives and decisions, as well as plans for 2017 under the Chairmanship of Georgia.
Noting that 2017 will be interesting, eventful and fruitful, the Secretary General assured that the Secretariat will make every effort to successfully implement the Georgian Chairmanship Program.
The Secretary General expressed gratitude to the CPR members for their support and close interaction.

