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How can schools and colleges best be protected from shooters?
Executive Summary
In the United States, where this problem of shooting in schools and colleges is particularly acute, programs are being developed that should teach pupils and teachers to act in such situations. For example, a shooting simulator designed for an army training center was adapted for teaching students. The Sandy Hook Promise, founded after shooting at a school in Newton in 2012, filmed an Evan social video that shows that tragedy in school can be prevented. In 2015, a high school in Indiana was recognized as the safest school in America.
All teachers have an emergency button to call the police. Reinforced doors are fixed automatically, and there are tempered glass on the windows that cannot be pierced with a bullet. The school has cameras, the image from which enters the sheriff's office. Smoke cans are installed on the ceiling that will impede movement.
Introduction
The United States ranks first in the world for the execution of schoolchildren. One of the most notorious was the incident at Columbine High School near Littleton, Colorado. On Tuesday, April 20, 1999, Eric David Harris and Dylan Bennett Klebold, students of this school, shot 13 people on the school’s territory and both committed suicide, bringing the number of victims to 15. Based on these events, the feature film “The Elephant” was shot. award Cannes Film Festival.
School shootings are also known in Canada (Massacre at the Polytechnic School of Montreal), Finland (Massacre in Jokela, Massacre in Kauhajoki), Azerbaijan (the Gadirov case) and in many other countries, as well as in Crimea (Massacre at the Kerch Polytechnic College). At the same time, in countries with severe restrictions on the circulation of firearms, instead of the latter, cold weapons are used to carry out school attacks. Thus, in January 2018, two such incidents were recorded in Russia in just one week: in the Perm school two teenagers injured 15 people with knives, and in Ulan-Ude, an ax-armed teenager injured six schoolchildren and a teacher, and also set fire to a class (Cox).
Literature Review
In the US, acts of non-mass violence (without the use of weapons, with the use of cold weapons, as well as associated with actions of an organized criminal group) are relatively more common in a number of densely populated areas. Urban schools — especially those in poor neighborhoods — are much more likely to become the scene of serious crimes against the person. During 1997, at least one serious crime was committed in 17% of schools in poor areas, but in 11% of schools in the city as a whole, in 10% of rural schools and only in 5% of schools located in the suburbs. However, outside of the United States, the execution of schoolchildren may have their own national or religious specificity, as was the case during the terrorist attack in the Merkaz ha-Rav yeshiva.
Attacks of women with multiple victims are less common. In particular, women rarely choose firearms for murder (more often, women are poisoners). Attacks committed by women include, for example, murders at Cleveland Primary School, at the University of Alabama at Huntsville, at Primary School at Vinnetka, and others.
In the United States, school shooting is viewed as a serious public problem. The comprehensive study conducted by the US Secret Service showed that it is impossible to accurately identify a certain type of schoolchildren prone to this kind of crime. A characteristic of a potential mass murderer, if such was possible, would have described too many different people and, worst of all, it would have been impossible to single out a potential killer. Some of those who subsequently carried out mass executions of their fellow practitioners lived with both parents in practically “ideal American families.” Some were adopted children or children of divorced parents. Most of these children had close friends, although some of the criminals were loners. A number of specialists, such as Alan Lipman, warn of serious shortcomings in the method of identifying potential mass murderers, which is based on an analysis of the child’s personality traits (Demchak).
Although the compilation of the psychological characteristics of a student may be a simplification, however, the study indicated certain common features characteristic of schoolchildren who committed massacres in schools. “Studies have shown that such killers are in no hurry. They plan the upcoming. They acquire weapons. These children long and deliberately go to commit violence, and this way of them can be observed ”. Catherine Newman from Princeton University points out that such killers are in fact far from lonely - they want to communicate, but they cannot join the team; In addition, they can talk about their violence-related plans, in some cases often and for a long time.
Many such murderers subsequently reported to the Secret Service investigators that they went to violence because of persecution from their fellow practitioners, as well as because of their alienation from the team. The US Secret Service encourages adults not to look for any characteristic features in the child, but to look at his behavior. Pay attention to the following:
The schooting at Columbine
 In April 1999, a terrible tragedy occurred in the state of Colorado, USA. Two high school students, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, came to their Columbine school and killed 13 people there in less than an hour and injured another 24. The murderers were armed with two rifles and, in addition, tried to use two homemade bombs to undermine the school cafeteria - but they failed. After the massacres in the school library and the passage through the classrooms and offices, Harris and Klebold killed themselves (Kamenetz).
The attack on the Columbine school was not the first attack on an educational institution, and was not even the most massive attack. One of the most famous stories is the story of Charles Whitman, a former marinesman, who killed his wife and mother in August 1966, and then, climbing onto the tower of the University of Texas, shot at people. He killed 16 people and 32 wounded. Whitman himself was killed during the arrest. Similar stories were before, and later, but it was the story of the Columbine School that became the most famous.
After the shooting at Columbine in society, they began to talk about controlling the circulation of weapons, about the level of violence on television and computer games, about modern popular culture and informal subcultures, about music groups, about the role of family and school in monitoring children. And also about how antidepressant treatment affects adolescent consciousness (one of the killers at the Columbine school accepted this).
After Columbine, the legislation on school security and weapons circulation has changed. Some schools in the United States have tightened their attitudes towards hooliganism and violence. Shooting forced the police to develop new techniques. About this case, filmed documentaries and feature films. Directed by Michael Moore in his documentary "Bowling for Columbine" blamed American society and the atmosphere injected in what happened. And Gus Van Sant didn’t blame the Elephant, in general, he didn’t name any specific reasons - he just showed a catastrophe.
But more importantly and worse - the shooting at Columbine became a prototype for other similar events. And they were each compared to shooting in a Colorado school. Many of those who organized such massacres in schools consciously referred to the events at Columbine and tried to be like Harris and Klibold. In general, a scenario of massacres in schools appeared, which others began to use later (Sullivan).
The first imitators appeared eight days later - at the end of April 1999, Todd Smith, a student of the Canadian school of Taber, who suffered a lot because of insults at the school, came to study with a rifle. One student was injured, one killed. Shkolnik was detained and sentenced to three years in prison and seven years of probation. Another month later, an attack at the Heritage school in Georgia, when a 15-year-old schoolboy tried to shoot classmates with a rifle and then shoot himself. But in the end no one died - neither the victim nor the attacker.
After school "Columbine"
In the 18 years since the shooting at Columbine, several more massacres have occurred in schools and universities in the United States. One of the most notorious events was the killing at Virgin Polytechnic University in April 2007 - a student of South Korean origin Cho Seung-He came to the campus of his university, where he killed 32 people and injured 25. At the end he committed suicide. He had a mental illness that was expressed in aggressive behavior.
Less than a year later, the story repeated - this time the shooting took place at Northern Illinois University, where former student Steve Kazmerchak shot five people and injured another 18. The killer committed suicide shortly after the police arrived. As in previous cases, during the investigation, the attacker found mental health problems (the doctor prescribed antidepressants for him, which he stopped drinking several weeks before the attack) and heightened interest in other massacres in educational institutions.
One of the bloodiest tragedies was shooting at Sandy Hook School in Connecticut in 2012. 20-year-old Adam Lanza first shot his mother, and then went to primary school, where he killed 20 children of six or seven years old and six adults, including the school principal and a school psychologist. After the murder, Lanza committed suicide. As in previous cases, Lanza had mental health problems — at age 13 he was diagnosed with Asperger syndrome.
The motives and reasons for encouraging people to take such a step as the massacres in schools are different each time. In some cases, this is due to the mental problems of the attacker, in others the situation in the family or even the political and public views of the killer. The press often compare each attacker with the killers from the Columbine school, but very often such a comparison is unjustified - the attack scenario can be considered common, and that is not always the case. Such tragedies are very difficult to associate with any one factor - they most often become the result of many processes. Therefore, often attempts to ban something or invent it again - do not give a result.
For 19 years after the story at Columbine, American scientists and politicians are trying to figure out what to do to prevent such crimes. New security protocols have been introduced in schools, annual spending on protection and surveillance systems has reached almost $ 3 billion, and in educational institutions they regularly conduct trainings on behavior in extreme situations. Nevertheless, since 2011, incidents involving school shooters have occurred there on average once a year and a half.
“This is a terrible headache, we have almost every month of training," - said Yana Botvinnik, who has been working as a teacher of elementary grades in a school in New York for over 20 years. According to her, the practice of compulsory school exercises was introduced precisely after the events at Columbine (Passy).
As the teacher says, if the exercise scenario assumes that a bomb has been laid at school or a fire has started, then it is necessary to evacuate the children from the building in 30 seconds. In this case, the students are taken out in an organized manner, regardless of the weather. Even if it is cold outside, they are not allowed to take outerwear, because, as explained by school staff, in an extreme situation, one cannot spend time searching for personal belongings. “During the exercises, the school principal stands with a stopwatch,” says Botvinnik. And there are about 1,200 students at the school (Cox).
During the exercise of another type, when the shooter is in the school, the children are not evacuated. “In this case, we are obliged to close the doors to the classroom lock, take the children away from the windows and doors (in our case, I send them to the dressing room) and instruct them not to make a sound as if there is no one in the classroom”, - says Yana Botvinnik. According to her observations, such exercises are becoming more frequent every year. Their results are evaluated by a special safety commission that exists in each school. Usually such a commission includes a local police officer, a director and a social worker.
Do exercises help?
Conducting the last type of teaching in schools has led to a wide public debate in the United States. “Once we had teachings, and it was necessary to keep complete silence. And my friend and I whispered in a whisper and laughed a little. The teacher looked at us sternly and said that everyone supposedly killed you. It became scary, ”- told a seventh grade student of a school in New Jersey Nina Pilant (Kamenetz).
Many teachers and public figures opposed such exercises: their effectiveness has not been proven, and psychological trauma is likely, critics say.
According to a former FBI agent, Chris Grollneck, an expert in preventing mass executions, more than 90% of the deaths during the 13 mass executions he analyzed were due to the fact that people were trying to hide. "These attempts only make them easily accessible victims," ​​he said in an interview with ABC News (Demchak).
Joy Levinson, a child psychotherapist from New York, said that patients who received psychological trauma during such school exercises come to him. According to the expert, the problem is that the exercises are carried out immediately in all schools, including the younger one, without regard to the age of the students, while younger students must be psychologically prepared in advance for such an ordeal. “Children often cry, scare, panic, that is, the opposite happens to what was originally expected and planned,” he told the New York Post.
Even US President Donald Trump supported the protesters. “I imagine that I am ten years old ... And I ask: what kind of teachings are these? And they answer me: well, someone can come and shoot you ... I think this is a very negative thing, to be honest. I do not like it, ”he said in September at a meeting with teachers in the White House.
What equipment do schools buy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the past years, schools have seen a significant increase in safety equipment purchases. If in 2015 the market volume was $ 2.5 billion, in 2017 it was already $ 2.7 billion and, according to analysts, by 2021 it will grow to $ 2.8 billion (Sullivan). Demand for school security systems, such as doors with remote control, metal detectors, bunkers, panic buttons, walkie-talkies, and even a system for face recognition and applications for finding dangerous statements in social networks, grows after each new tragedy. The last school shooter attack happened in Parkland, Florida, in February 2018. 19-year-old Nicholas Cruz, armed with a semi-automatic rifle, snuck into the school, turned on the fire alarm and shot 17 people.
Palm Beach County Police Chief Lawrence Leon told The New York Times that after the tragic incident, he received thousands of requests to install new security systems, from the latest generation of door locks to metal detectors and computer systems. There was even an idea to put bullet-proof glass into schools, but then they recognized it as unsuccessful: in case of emergency evacuation, you may need to knock out glasses.
The US government does not control what and how schools are procured to ensure safety, how often exercises are conducted and whether they are conducted at all - there is no single standard for ensuring security in educational institutions. In March 2018, the Federal School Safety Commission was established, headed by Education Minister Betsy Devos (Cox). It includes US Attorney General Jen Sessions, Minister of Health and Welfare Alex Azar, and Homeland Security Secretary Kirsten Nielsen. As noted on the website of the commission, its task is to quickly develop recommendations for ensuring safety in schools, including infrastructure issues. However, members of the commission recognize that there is no single plan that would suit all schools in the country at once. Therefore, commission members are committed to organizing public hearings and round tables in different states. Final recommendations are not ready yet.
Do security systems help?
Now the question of equipping schools is decided both by the schools themselves and by local councils for education (board of education) within the framework of state law. There is one council in every county in every US state. Active residents of the district who elect to influence how the learning process takes place (usually there are several elementary schools, a couple of middle and one senior, but this data varies across the country). Most often, members of the board are people whose children or grandchildren attend local schools, and for several years they perform their duties for free. They vote for, for example, on what religious holidays to make weekends, whether to extend school holidays and, most importantly, how to distribute the budget.
Education boards are not built into the executive system, but schools cannot but listen to their opinions. The budget of American schools is formed from the taxpayers' funds, namely from real estate taxes. As a result, school budgets in a wealthy suburb of New York, where the average cost of housing is $ 1 million, and schools in a poor area, mostly with a colored population, are incomparable (Passy).
But the presence of security systems, as shown by the incident in Parkland, can not fully protect the school. The killer used a fire alarm to start evacuating the pupils according to the “correct” protocol, and opened fire on those who left the classes. At the same time, according to the popular American real estate portal zillow.com, the average cost of a house in Parkland ranges from $ 300 thousand to $ 600 thousand, the rating of the high school in which the massacre occurred is 8 out of 10 (BBB). This means that in the city live middle class or slightly higher. Houses in such a price range can afford citizens who earn at least $ 80 thousand per year. The high rating of the school also says that children prepare for tests and pass them successfully, and the school itself is equipped with safety systems.
The access to the weapon
The United States has long been the champion in the number of firearms per capita, in many states it is easy not only to buy it, but also to use it. In Alaska, for example, no special permits are required either to buy weapons or to walk with them along the streets; almost the same in Florida. In many states there is a law that allows the use of weapons in case someone invades a private territory against the will of the owner. Quite often, a gun or a gun can be bought directly in the hypermarket - along with chips, slippers and a vacuum cleaner.
If a weapon is purchased at a store, the buyer must undergo a federal check by filling out a questionnaire and indicating whether he had violated the law in the past and whether he had any psychological disorders; then the store administration checks this information on the database; everything takes a few minutes. However, rarely, they refuse - in just one percent of cases, and apparently they are often overlooked at the procedure: for example, in South Carolina last year Dylann Ruf was able to legally buy a gun, despite the fact that he had been previously arrested for drug possession, - and subsequently killed nine Americans in a church in the city of Charleston. If the weapon is acquired from the hands, and this happens in 20 percent of cases, no checks are required.
Until recently, there was no need for inspections if the purchase took place at an exhibition-fair of weapons (there are a lot of them in America). In order to acquire a device from which to kill people, only a credit card was needed — well, or cash. Despite all this, the number of people who have weapons at home is decreasing in America: they now make up 31 percent of the country's adult population; forty years ago there were one and a half times more.
What about the problem of school shooters in the US, experts say
After the tragedy in Parkland, two professors studying violence in schools — Matthew Mayer from Rutgers University in New Jersey and Shane Dimerson from the University of California — wrote a Memorandum to Call for Action to Prevent Armed Violence in the USA. The document was signed by about 200 universities, national psychological and educational associations, as well as 2300 individual experts.
The essence of the call of scientists is that neither school exercises, nor the highest quality equipment for security, nor even armed guards can stop the epidemic of school shootings. “While security measures are important, it is not enough to focus only on the preparation for the shooting. We need to change thinking and politics, move from reaction [to incidents] to prevent them. Prevention involves more than security measures, and begins long before the shooter arrives at the school, ”the document says.
Conclusion
The FBI has been using the program in recent years, when psychologists and other specialists work with potential criminals (they are identified according to a number of indicators: threats, asociality, tendency to depression, and so on).
The only problem is that the success of prevention is almost impossible to assess, and sometimes it gives only a limited effect. For example, it is known that at school, Erik Eyal was able to return to normal life and force him to abandon thoughts of a terrorist attack, but after seven years he still killed nine people in Portland.
Another aspect is the media: the “Columbine effect” is so strong also because newspapers and television endlessly show murderers, thus asserting their success - and provoking the appearance of new ones. Some journalists propose measures to deal with it: not to give names, not to apply beautiful epithets to the killers, such as “a lone hunter”, to avoid photographs in heroic poses, and so on. However, the likelihood that these calls will be massively heard is not very high (although the American media have already learned how to accurately handle the suicide news) - and in any case, all experts agree that if the potential criminals were harder to get the murder weapon would immediately become much easier.
Recommendations
First of all, it is necessary to create a “positive school environment that protects all students and adults from bullying, discrimination, harassment and attacks,” scientists say. To do this, in particular, it is proposed to reduce the practice of disciplinary punishment of students and assign professional psychologists and psychiatrists to schools that will resist bullying and harassment and identify those prone to violence.
Scientists also propose to allow the courts to withdraw for a time weapons from people, if there is evidence that they are preparing to use it against others or themselves, as well as to establish an unhindered exchange of information between educational institutions, psychiatrists and the police. The researchers also insist on a ban on assault weapons and devices that allow semi-automatic rifles to operate in automatic mode.
However, the topic of any limitation in the field of weapons in the United States is so sensitive and politicized that it is not necessary to speak about the rapid implementation of such measures. Just when scientists published their call, the governor of the state of Florida allowed teachers to bring weapons to school.
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