Gregory Thompson

Mental Iliness

Schizophrenia

Tennessee

Execution Date: Execution stayed.

Gregory Thompson was convicted of first degree murder and received a capital sentence following a
jury trial on 22 August, 1985. The essential facts of the case are not in dispute.

Thompson and his companion, Joanne McNamara, stranded in Shelbyville, Tennessee with neither
money nor transport, were looking to return to Georgia. On 1 January, 1985, Thompson abducted
Brenda Lane at knifepoint at a Wal-Mart store in Shelbyville. He then forced her to drive himself and
McNamara to a remote location outside Manchester, Tennessee. There he stabbed Brenda Lane several
times causing her to bleed to death. Thompson was arrested on 2 January. Whilst in custody he gave a
statement admitting his guilt.

I'peropu Tommncon

IIcuxuyeckoe paccTpoiicTBoO

HIn3odpenus

Tenneccn

JlaTa ucnosTHeHHs1 CMEePTHOrO0 nNpurosopa: Orcpoyena

I'peropu TomMncoH ObLT OCYXIE€H B YMBIIIUIEHHOM YOUICTBE MEPBOI CTENEHU U IPUTOBOPEH K
CMEPTHOI Ka3HU Ha Cy/ie MPUCSHKHBIX 2210 aBrycra, 1985ro roga. O6cTosTenbCTBA Ieiia He SBISIFOTCS
npeaMeToM criopa. TOMIICOH U ero KoMITaHboHKa, [[)koanHa Maknamapa, oka3anuck B lllenouBuiie
(Tenneccn), 6e3 neHer M TPAHCIIOPTA, U UCKAJIA BO3MOKHOCTh BEpHYThCS B JKOppkuro. 1To stHBapst
198510 Tomrcon, yrposkas HOxoM, moxuTtui bpenny Jleitn, B yuuBepmare Wal-Mart 8 [llen6uBuire.
3aTem OH 3acTaBuJI €€ 0TBE3TH ero 1 MakHamapy B ynajgeHHoe oT Manuectepa (Tenneccn) mecto. Tam
oH HaH€c bpenne JIeiiH HECKOIBKO KOJIOTBIX paH; OHAa ymMepia OT HOTEpH KpoBU. TOMIICOHA apecToBalu
2ro stuBaps. [IpeOpiBas o cTpakeil MOJUITMH, OH JaJT TIOKa3aHUs O CBOSH BUHOBHOCTH.

History of Mental IlIness

Gregory Thompson has been diagnosed with undifferentiated schizophrenia, delusions and
hallucinations.

Thompson did not receive any medical treatment until after his incarceration. However, psychological
evaluations suggest that his condition may have begun in early adulthood, which is the norm for those
who suffer from schizophrenia and psychosis. Dr. Sultan, who has been conducting periodic
psychological examinations of Thompson from 1998 until the present date, also suggests that
Thompson's family history is 'positive for mental illness.'

HcTopusi ncuxuyeckoi 00J1e3HU

I'peropu TommcoHy nuarHocTUpoBaiy MH30(peHnto HenuphepeHIIMPOBAHHOTO TUIIA — UMEITUCh TaKue
CHUMIITOMBI KaK OpeJl ¥ raJTFOIIMHALIUY.

TomncoH He Jeunics 10 TOro MOMEHTA, Kak OKOHYMIIOCH €r0 3aKiItoueHue. TeM He MeHee,
MICUXOJIOTHYECKas SKCIIEePTH3a M0Ka3aJla, YTO K TAKOMY COCTOSIHMIO OH MOT MPUITH B IEpUO]] paHHEH
3pENIOCTH, KaK 3TO OOBIYHO U CIIYYaeTCsl C TEMH, KTO CTpaJaeT OT HM30()pEeHUH U TICUX030B. [[-p
CanreH, KOTOpPBIHA MPOBOIHI MEPHOIMUECKOE TICUXOJI0rnyeckoe oocnenoBanue Tommcona ¢ 1998ro no
HBIHEIIHEE BpeMsi, TaK)Ke YTBEPXKIaeT, uTo atMocdepa B cembe ToMIicoHa Obliia «OIaronpusTHON JUis
Pa3BUTHS ICUXUYECKOTO PACCTPOMCTBAY.




Thompson's family history is indeed troubled; his mother died when he was aged three and he was
raised by his grandmother, who grieved excessively and had an alcohol dependency. His grandmother
would sometimes stay in bed for days without leaving any food in the house for Thompson and his
siblings. He also witnessed several beatings of family members and the brutal beating and rape of his
mother.

His grandmother remembers that she would 'yell' at Thompson and afterwards he would repeatedly
bang his head into the wall to 'try and knock the devil out." At school, Thompson hysterically cried so
much that he was nicknamed 'Fire Engine’ due to the sound he made. Dr Sultan, in reference to
Thompson's family circumstances, stated "if you look back in the childhood of this man, the
beginnings of mental illness are apparent.”

Kuzub B ceMbe TomIicoHa TEHCTBUTENIBHO MPOTEKaIa OECIIOKONWHO; €r0 MaTh yMepJa, KOTia eMy ObLIo
TPH ro/ia, ¥ OH POC BMECTE ¢ yOUTOM ropem 0adyIIKoil, cTpaarouieil OT alKorojabHOW 3aBUCUMOCTH.
I/IHOF}Ia OHa MorJia ncjbIMU JHAMU JICKATh B KPpOBAaTHU, U TOr1a Tomricon ¢ ero 6paTI)$[MI/I n CéCTpaMI/I
ocTaBajiuch 0e3 efipl. Takke HECKOJIBKO pa3 OH CTAHOBHWJICS CBUJETENEM U30MEHUS KOTO-HUOYIb U3
YJICHOB CEMbBbH U 3BCPCKOT0 n30MEeHUs U N3HACUJIOBAHUS €ro MaTcpu.

Ero 6a0ymika moMHHT, YTO MOCJIE TOTO Kak OHa «opayiay Ha ToMIICOHa, OH MOT pa3 3a pa3oM OUThCS
roJIOBOM 00 CTEHY, MBITAsICh «O/I0JIETh IEMOHOB.

B mkose oH Tak 4acTO UCTEPUYECKH IIaKajl, YTO B UTOre Moay4ui npossuile «lloxapuas MaimHay,
13-3a 3BYKOB, KOTOpbIE OH Mpu 3ToM u3fasai. JI-p CanteH, roBopst o ciokuiIeiics B cembe Tommcona
CUTYaIlH, YTBEPKIAJl: «ECIIU OTJISTHYThCS Ha JIETCTBO 3TOTO Y€JIOBEKa, CTAHOBUTCSA SCHO, I/IE JIEXKAT
VICTOKU JIyIIEBHON OOJIE3HIY.

Thompson suffered four major head injuries before the age of 23. At age 15 he was in a car accident
where he was thrown through the windscreen and suffered a severe seizure following the trauma.
During his time in the military, he was attacked by several men wielding crowbars and again he had a
seizure following the attack. After this particular head injury, several people close to Thompson noted
a change in his personality. His girlfriend at the time, Ms Cajulao, described him as ‘caring and
sensitive' before the injury but noted that he became 'paranoid and unreasonably concerned about his
and her safety' after the attack in the military.

Whilst in the military, Thompson was instructed to see a psychiatrist, but Dr. Sultan states that he was
too frightened to do so. When he returned from the military, his grandmother observed him staring into
space for long periods of time and mumbling to himself. She described him as very different from the
boy who left for service and suggested that he be taken to the psychiatric unit at Grady Hospital.

TomricoH nepeHéc YeThIpe 3HAUYUTENIBHBIX TPABMBI TOJIOBBI 10 CBOUX 23X jet. [IaTHaauaTuaeTHuM OH
HoIMaa B aBTOMOOHJIbHYIO KaTtacTpody, I/ie ero BEIKMHYIIO CKBO3b JIOOOBOE CTEKIIO; M OH MEPeHEC
OCTPBIil IPUCTYII BCIICACTBUE TPABMbL. B apMuu ero arakoBajio HECKOJIbKO BOOPYKEHHBIX JIOMaMH
MY)KYHH, U CHOBA 32 aTakoil Moclie1oBa NpUnagoK. IMEHHO mocie 3Toi TpaBMbl HECKOJIBKO OJIM3KHX
Tomrcony mroaeii 3aMeTHUII IepeMeHbI B ero TMuHocTH. Muce Kamkynao, ero geBymika Ha TOT
MOMEHT, OMICHIBAJIA €r0 KaK «IyTKOTO M 3a00TIMBOTOY JIO MOJIYYEHHS TPABMBbI, HO OTMETHIIA, YTO
M0CJIe HAIaIeHHUs B apMHH OH CTall «IIapaHOMKOM, Ype3MEPHO 00ECIIOKOCHHBIM CBOCH U €&
6e30macHOCThIO 0e3 0c000i Ha TO MPUUUHBDY.

B apmun TomrnicoHy ObLT 1aH yKa3 MoKa3aTbes ICUXUATPY, HO A-p CanTeH yTBep»KAaeT, 4To TOT ObLI
CIUIIKOM HaryraH. [lociie ero Bo3BpameHus ¢ apMun, 6adymka Moria HaOItoAaTh, Kak OH TOJOJTY
BCMaTPHUBAJICA B IyCTOTY M YTO-TO OOopMoTai npo ceds. OHa roBopHiIa, 4YTO OH OYEHB HE TIOXO0XK Ha
TOTO TAPHS, YTO YXOJWII Ha CITyXOy, U MPHIILIA K MBICIIH, YTO €r0 HY’)KHO IOMECTUTD B
NICUXHATPUYECKOE OTAeTIeHUe rociuTais [ peitnm.




His sister, Ms Wharton, whom he lived with after the military incident, described him as 'bizarre' and
‘paranoid’ when he returned, noting that she was afraid of him for the first time in her life and that she
could no longer identify with her brother. She described serious episodes of emotional upset and
aggression that led to her approaching her grandmother about obtaining treatment for him.

Dr. Rabun, who evaluated Thompson in March 2003 and January 2004, also noted that his mental
illness was present before he went to prison and that it was exacerbated by his incarceration.

Ero cectpa, mucc BapToH, ¢ KOTOpOU OH HWJI IOCJIE TOTO Ciy4as B apMHUH, ONKChIBAJIA €r0 KaK
«CTpaHHOTO» U «DO0JIE3HEHHO MHUTEILHOIO) KOT'Zla OH BEPHYJICA, I[O6aBJI$I$I, YTO BIICPBLIC B JKU3HU OH
nyraji e€ u oHa OoJIbIlie HE y3HaBajia B HEM cBoero OpaTta. OHa paccka3biBalia O CEPhE3HBIX CIIydasiX
ri1yOOKOM MOJaBIEHHOCTH U arpeccuy, 1Ociie KOTOPBIX OHA U PEelIniia IOrOBOPUTH ¢ Oa0yIIKOM O TOM,
YTO OH HYXXAACTCA B JICHCHUU.

J-p Poiiban, koTopsrit o6cnenoBan Tommncona B mapte 2003ro u siuBape 2004ro, Takke OTMETHI, YTO
TOT OBLIT OOJIEH €I11e JI0 TOT0, KaK MOoNaJl B TIOPbMY, U 4TO TIoclie 00JIe3Hb MPOTpecCHpoBaa.

Current Diagnosis

Thompson has been treated by the Tennessee Department of Corrections since the late 1980's and
assessed by several psychologists, most of whom diagnose him with undifferentiated schizophrenia,
delusions and hallucinations. He has been taking antipsychotic, antidepressant and mood stabilizing
drugs. Medical records indicate that Thompson's mental health has been deteriorating since he was
incarcerated in 1985.

One psychologist who treated Thompson on death row believed he was malingering and discontinued
his medication. Thompson reacted badly to this change in treatment and Dr. Sultan, who interviewed
him at this time, stated that Thompson in a non-medicated state is ‘floridly psychotic.’

Dr. Sultan reported that his speech became so disorganised and frantic that it was largely
incomprehensible. He also became agitated, aggressive and perceived danger everywhere around him.
Thompson was also experiencing the delusion that he was residing on a slave ship from Africa and that
the guards were 'slave traders.' Dr. Sultan believes that his medication relieves some of his symptoms
but the major symptoms of schizophrenia are still present even when he is receiving medication.

Huinemnuii fuaruos

Co BtOpoii mosioBuHbI 80x Tommncona neunnu B [lenmaprameHTe UCIIPaBUTENbHBIX YUPEXKIACHUN B
Tenneccu, 1 oH 00cIe0BANICS HECKOJIBKUMH TICUX0JIOTaMU, O0JIbIIAsi 4aCTh KOTOPBIX BBISIBHIIA Y HETO
Heau(GpepeHIMPOBaHHYIO IU30(PPEHNI0, HATUYUE rajuTiolrHanui u opena. OH npuHUMA
AHTUIICUXOTHYECKUE, aHTUICTIPECCUBHBIE U HOPMOTUMHUYECKUE CpeacTBa. [1o MeIUIIMHCKUM 3amucsIM
BHJIHO, YTO NICUXHYECKOE 3J0pOBbe TOMIICOHA yXYIIIAJIOCh C MOMEHTA €ro 3aKitoueHus B 19850m.
OpauH U3 MCUXO0JIOTOB, KOTOPHIH Neunn ToMIicoHa, ToKa TOT ObUT B KaMepe CMEPTHUKOB, PEIIHII, YTO
OH CUMYJIMPYET, U NIpepBall Je4eHHe. TOMIICOH MI0OX0 OTPearupoBall Ha TaKUe MEPEMEHBI, U J1-p
CanrteH, ¢ HUM B TO BpeMsl OeceI0BaBIIN, 3asBUJI, YTO NICUX03 TOMIICOHA, KOT/1a TOT HE IPUHUMAET
MEJMKAaMEHTOB, «pacIBeTaeT» B MOJIHYIO cuiy. J[-p CanTeH cooOmIHI, 4TO €ro pedb CTajla HaCTOIBKO
JIe30praHU30BaHHON U O€CCMBICIIEHHOM, YTO B OOJBITMHCTBE CIy4aeB €€ HEBO3MOXKHO MOHSATh. Takke
OH CTaJl HEPBHBIM, arPECCUBHBIM, BO BCEM BUIUT OMACHOCTh. ET0 mpecienoBana Openosas uies o ToM,
YTO OH HaXOJUTCS Ha Kopalbie, nmepenpasistonieM padoB u3 AQpuKky, ¥ 4TO OXpaHHUKU HA CAMOM JIeje
«pabortopropub. [I-p CanTeH cyuTaer, 4To MEIUKaMEHTO3HOE JICYCHHE CMSATUAET HEKOTOPHIE €T0
CUMITOMBI, HO OCHOBHBIE CUMIITOMEBI MIU30()PEHNH BCE PaBHO JAIOT O cebe 3HATH.




Competency

On 8 April 2004, the Supreme Court of Tennessee heard an appeal on the issue of Gregory Thompson's
competency to be executed. Tennessee law states that a prisoner is not competent to be executed if he
lacks the mental capacity to understand the fact of the pending execution and the reason for it (Van
Tran 6 S.W 3d).

Prior to the competency hearing, Thompson was evaluated by several mental health experts; Dr. Faye
Sultan, Dr. George Woods, Dr. Michael First and Dr. John S. Rabun. They each determined that he
was incompetent to be executed as he did not grasp either the reality or nature of his impending
execution or the reason for it. Further, each diagnosed him as suffering from schizophrenia.

The evidence of each expert was presented to the Supreme Court of Tennessee; however the Court
denied a hearing on Thompson's competency to be executed. Although the Court accepted that the
mental health reports indicated that Thompson was schizophrenic and noted that each expert stated he
was incompetent, the Court held that the reports actually illustrated his competency to be executed.

In reaching this conclusion the Court placed emphasis on Thompson's awareness of his impending
execution and his understanding that the sentence was passed for the murder of Brenda Lane.

IIpaBoMoO4YHOCTH

8ro amnpens 2004ro, BepxoBHblii ¢y TeHHeccH paccMaTpuBall aleJUIAIUIO 110 BOMPOCY O 3aKOHHOCTH
npoBeneHus ka3 Haj ['peropu TomrncoHom. 3akoH TeHHECCH TIIACHUT, YTO 3aKIIOUYECHHBIN HE MOXKET
OBITh Ka3HEH, €CJTM €r0 YMCTBEHHBIC HIIA TICUXUYECKUE CITOCOOHOCTH JICNIAl0T €T0 HEBMEHSIEMBIM JIJIsI
oco3HaHus (paKTa HaJABUTAIOIIEHCS Ka3HU U €€ PUYHH.

Jo atoro ciaymanus, ToMcoHa 00CiIe1I0Bao HECKOJIBKO IMICUXUATPOB-CIEITUATUCTOB; 1-p Doif
Canten, a-p xopmxk Bync, n-p Maiikn @épct u n-p Jxon C. Paiitban. Kax st u3 HuX cuén ero
HeZeecrocoOHbIM, MOCKOJIBKY OH HE MOT 0CO3HATh HU caMoro (akTa mpuOIMKaroeiics Ka3Hu, HHU B
YEeM OHa 3aKJIF0YaeTCsl, HU PUUMHBI €€ MpoBeneHUs. Takke Kaxablid YCTAHOBUII, YTO OH CTPAJAET OT
30 ppeHun.

OTu nokazaHus ObUIH MpeocTaBieHbl BepxoBHoMy cyny TeHHeccu; olHaKko CyJ OTKa3all B
pa3buparenbCTBe Jiena O IPaBOMEPHOCTH MPOBeIeHUs Ka3HU. XOTh CYJ U MPUHSII OTUYETHI O COCTOSHUU
JYIIEBHOTO 370pOBbsi TOMIICOHA, B KOTOPBIX YIIOMHUHAJIOCh, YTO OH CTPaJaeT MU30(ppeHruel 1 1o 3Toi
MIPUYKHE SBJISETCS] HEIEECIIOCOOHBIM 10 CJIOBAM BCEX CHEIHATMCTOB, OH (Cy) MOCYUTAII, YTO OTUYETHI
KaK pa3-Taky IOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO Ka3Hb B IAHHOM CJIy4ae 3aKOHHA.

Jlenast Tako# BBIBOJI, CyJl aKLIEHTUPOBAJI BHUMAaHUE HA OCBEIOMJIIEHHOCTH TOMIICOHA O TpsAayLLEen
Ka3HU U OCO3HAHUU €r0 BHHOBHOCTHU B youiicTBe bpenpl Jlein.

The state relied heavily on statements made in this regard by Thompson. For example, in an
examination with Dr. Rabun, Thompson mentioned that during the 'second phase' of his trial he had
been sentenced to 'death’ and that executions in Tennessee are by 'lethal injection or electric chair.'
This, the Court suggested, shows he understands that he was given a capital sentence and that he knows
how the death penalty is carried out. Thompson also told Dr. Rabun that he was convicted in 1985 of
first degree murder, which could indicate that he understands the reason for his death sentence.

BriBo 5TOT OBLT ClieaH Ha OCHOBE TOTO, YTO 10 ATOMY IMOBOAY roBopui cam TomrcoH. Hampumep, Bo
BpeMsi oOcieioBanus JokTopoM Paiibanom, ToMIicoH ymoMHHAM, YTO BO BpeMsl «BTOPOH (a3bi»
cyneOHOro 3aceqaHus OH ObUT IPUTOBOPEH K «CMEPTH» M UTO Ka3Hb B TeHHeccH 03HadaeT «JI1bo
CMEPTENbHYIO0 HHBEKIINIO, THO0 dTEKTPUUECKU CTyI». B cyne moaMeTniIn, 4To 3T0-TO U TOBOPUT O
TOM, YTO OH IMOHUMAET, YTO €My ObLT BBIHECEH CMEPTHBIN IPUTOBOP, & TAKKE O €r0 OCBEIOMICHHOCTH
0 TOM, KaK IPOXOJHUT CMepTHas Ka3Hb. Takke TomMricoH roBopui qokTopy Paitbany o cBoeit
BMHOBHOCTH B YOUICTBE MepBOi cTeneHu B 1985M, 4To 03HaYaeT, 4TO MPUIKMHA BEHIHECEHHOTO MY
CMEpPTHOI0 IIPUTOBOpA €MY SICHA.




In contrast the Court rejected the notion that Thompson's mental illness and corresponding beliefs and
psychosis raised genuine issues regarding his competency. In an evaluation with Dr. George Woods,
Thompson stated that even if he is executed, he will 'stay alive for two years.' He also mentioned that
after his execution he will 'go to Hawaii.' Dr. Sultan, when evaluating Thompson, noted that he
believes he was a 'lieutenant’ in the Navy and will therefore have a military trial, which will exonerate
him. Thus, he believes that he will not be executed. According to the experts, this suggests that
Thompson does not understand the fact of his execution.

The Court rejected each expert's conclusion, finding Thomson competent to be executed.

Cyz OTKJIOHMJI 3aME€YaHue O TOM, YTO ICUXUYECKOE PACCTPONCTBO TOMIICOHA U COIYTCTBYIOILIUE EMY
yOEXKJEHUSI C ICHX030M CO3/aI0T CYLIECTBEHHBIE MTPOOIEMBI C €0 MOHUMaHUeM cuTyauu. Bo Bpems
ocmoTpa a-pa Jxxopmka Bynaca, ToMIICOH yTBep:kai, 4ToO €CIIH 1aXKe €ro U Ka3HSAT, OH «OYIET KUB
emte aBa roga». OH Tak e 100aBIIsAs, YTO MOCJIE Ka3HU OH «OTHpaBuTcs Ha ['aBaiiny. JlokTopy
CanreHy OH MOBEAAT O TOM, YTO OH — «JIEMTEHaHT» BOEHHO-MOPCKOTO (PJI0Ta, ¥ MOTOMY CYAEOHBIM
nporecc OyeT NPOXOoIUTh B BOGHHOM TpUOyHaJle, KOTOPBIN €ro ornpaBAaeT U OCBOOOIUT OT BUHBI.
CoriacHO MHEHHIO CHEUAINCTOB, TOMIICOH HE OCO3HAET (paKTa MpeACTOSIIeH Ka3HU.

Cyn oTBepr Bce YMO3aKJIIOUeHHsI CTIeUaINCTOB, IpU3HaB ToMIICOHA AeeCTOCOOHBIM.




