Australian children take 900km drive In
stolen car

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-48985699

Four children packed fishing rods and money into a 4x4 before illegally driving
themselves more than 900km (560 miles) across Australia, police say.

The three boys and a girl - all aged 10-14 - were discovered safe in the New South
Wales town of Grafton on Sunday.

They had left Gracemere, in Queensland, sometime earlier in the weekend. One boy
reportedly wrote a note to his family to say he was leaving.

Police said they would lay charges, but did not specify which ones.

The children were not all from the same family and had stolen the 4x4 from one of their
parents, authorities said.

'‘Barely reaches window"

Early on Sunday, about 140km into their journey, the group stopped at a service station
in the town of Banana and allegedly stole petrol.

An employee there told Sydney's Daily Telegraph that security video had shown the
vehicle driving in "'like normal’* before someone got out to fill up.

"He is really short. Look he barely even reaches the window," the service station
attendant said.

Later that day, police spotted the vehicle in Glen Innes - a town near Grafton - and
began pursuing it. However, officers stopped the chase due to concerns about the
driver's age.

The vehicle was later spotted on the side of a road in Grafton, according to Insp Darren
Williams from New South Wales Police.

"[The children] locked themselves in the car and police have had to use a baton to get
into the vehicle to arrest them,” he said, reported the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.

Insp Williams said the group had most likely shared the driving. A non-stop trip between
Gracemere and Grafton would typically take about 10 hours.

"It's a pretty big journey, and it's a long way for a young person," he said.
Police said they would question the children once their parents were present.

Motorists must be aged 17 or older to be eligible for a licence in Queensland and New
South Wales.
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ABcTpanunckume getu npoexann 900 Km Ha YrHaHHOW MalUUHe

Mo cnoBam nonuuum, YeTBepo AeTeil yNnakoBanan ya04KU U AEHbIU B
aBTOMO6UANb 4x4, a 3aTeM He3aKOHHO npoexanu 6onee 900 km (560 munb)
yepes AsCcTpanuio.

B BOCKpeceHbe Tpoe MasibMMKOB U AeBOYKa - BCe B Bo3pacTe oT 10 go 14 nert -
66111 0b6HapyKeHbl B 6e3onacHocTH, B ropoae Hosoro KOxHoro Yanbca - FpadToH.

HakaHyHe oHM nokuHyau Mpeicmep B KBUHCneHae. Kak coobuiaeTtca, oAuH 13
Ma/IbMMKOB HaNKMCan 3aNUCKY CBOEN CEMbE, Iae COOBLLMA O TOM, YTO OH ye3¥XKaerT.

NMonnuua 3aasuna, 4to npeabvAasuT O6BMHeHMe, HO Heé YTOYHWNa, KaKne MMeHHO.

Mo cnoBam Bnacten, AeTn 6blM He U3 OJHOM cembM, @ aBTOMOOUNb 4x4 bbin
YKpaAeH y o4HOro U3 poautenem.

"EpBa pocCTaeT OKHa"

B nepBoit N0/I0BUHE AHA, B BOCKPECEHbe, MPpMMePHO Ha 140 Km nyTu, rpynna
OCTAaHOBM/IACb Ha CTaHLMWN TEXHMYECKOTO 06CnyKuBaHUA B ropoae baHaHa, u
NPeanoN0KUTENbHO YKpana 6eH3uH.

CoTpyAHUK CepBUCHOM CTaHLMKM coobwmn cuaHenckomn Daily Telegraph, uto
BMAEe0 6e30NacHOCTM NOKa3ano, Kak aBTomobunb asuranca "Kak ob6bivHO",
NpeXae Yem KTo-TO Bbllen, 4Tobbl 3anpaBuTbCA.

«OH fencTBuTeNnbHO ManeHbKuin. CMOTpU, OH eAiBa A0CTAET OKHa», - 0bpaTtun
BHMMaAHME NOCETUTENb aBTOCEPBMCA.

Mo3)e, B TOT e AeHb NOANLMA 3amMeThuia aBTomobunb B MNneH-UHHece - ropoae
HeAaneko ot MpadToHa - n Hayana npecnenosaTb ero. OgHakKo, opuuepsl
NPeKpaTMAM NOTOHIO U3-3a ONAceHMUit No NOBOAY BO3pacTa BoaUTeNs.

Mo3e aBTOMObWAb H6blN 3amedeH Ha 06oumHe goporu B NpadToHe, Kak coobuaer
nHcnektop AappeH Yunbamc ns noanuymm Hosoro KOxHoro Yansca.



« et 3anepancob B MalMHE, U NOJNLMN MPULLAOCL UCMOb30BaTb AYOUHKY,
4yTOObI CECTb B MALLUNHY M apecToBaTb UX», - COOOLLMA OH ABCTPAIMNCKOMN
pagmoseLaTeibHOM KopnopaLwuu.

NHcneKTop YuUabamc cKasan, YTo AeTu, CKopee BCero, Beam aBTomobuib no
oyepeam. Moesaka 6e3 nepecagok mexay Npacemepom u MNpadpToHOM 06bIYHO
3aHMMmaeT oKkono 10 yacos.

«3TO A0BONbLHO 60O/bLIOE NyTELIecTBUE, N 3TO AOATUIA NYTb A1 MONOAOTO
YyenoBeKa», - CKa3a/l OH.

Monnuma coobwmna, 4To OHM ByAyT AONPALLMBATL AETEN B MPUCYTCTBUN UX
poauTenen.

Ana nonyyeHna sogutenbckmx npas B KBuHcneHae n Hosom HOxXHOM Yasnbee,
aBTOMODBMANCTbI JO0NKHbI ObITb B BO3pacTe oT 17 ieT u cTapLue.

MNepeBoa: AHacTacma boHaapesa



