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  Odessa is the Black Sea gateway to Ukraine. It is the country's largest commercial Black Sea port and a large industrial city.
  Odessa sea port is located on the Black Sea coast in the Gulf of Odessa. It is a major trading port of international importance; it has one of the largest passenger terminals in Europe and is regarded as the main cruise port in Ukraine. Port includes more than 6 harbors, and in the Russian Empire Odessa port was the second of traffic.
  1974 is the year of the start of construction of Odessa port. The first draft of the port was developed by De Volan. Being reconstructed the port acquired its present appearance by 1850.
 The site of Odesa was controlled from 1526 to 1789 by the Ottoman Turks. In the 18th century Russia took this region and constructed a new port at Odesa. It was named after the ancient Greek colony Odessos. By the 1880s it was the second-biggest Russian port and an important industrial city.
 During the Crimean War in 1854 and the Great Patriotic War in 1941 Odessa sea port has played the significant role in protection city. The port greatly facilitated the delivery of munitions and equipment in the city, the evacuations of urban residents and wounded was carried out through the very port.  
 Today, Odessa seaport can boast berths, length 8 km, the reconstructed sea stations, the hotel “Odessa’’, standing in the sea, harbor tugs, floating cranes, large vessels, etc.
 The beauty of Odesa is in Prymorsky boulevard with its beautiful buildings and the Potemkin Steps. Film director Eisenstein used Potemkin Steps in his film “Battleship Potemkin”. The 193 steps, built between 1827 and 1841, descend from the statue of Duc de Richelieu. At the eastern end of Prymorsky boulevard Pushkin statue and a British cannon from the Crimean War stand in front of the Odesa City Hall.
 Several of the city's fine museums are the Museum of Maritime History, the Literature Museum, the Pushkin Museum, the Museum of Western and Oriental Art and others. The Archaeology Museum is the first museum of this kind in the former Russian Empire. Its Gold Room has jewellery and coins from early Black Sea civilizations, including the first Slavic coins of St Volodymyr with the trident                                                symbol on them.
 Odesa is famous for its beaches. The southern beaches are less crowded and more picturesque than the northern ones. The Arkadia area is the most popular and has lots of restaurants and activities.
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Customs and traditions of English speaking countries
Every country and every nation has it’s own traditions and customs. It’s very important to know traditions and customs of different people. it will help you to know more about the history and life of different nations and countries. One cannot speak about England without speaking about it’s traditions and customs. They are very important in the life of English people.
Englishman are proud of their traditions and carefully keep them up. There are six public holidays a year in G. B. Christmas day is one of their favorite holidays. It’s celebrated on the 25-th of December.
There are some traditions connected with it. One of them is to give presents to each other. It is not only children and members of family. It’s a tradition to give Christmas presents to the people you work with. Another tradition is to send Christmas cards.
All these cards are brightly and colorful. Most of big cities of G. B., especially London, are decorated with colored lights and Christmas trees. On Trafalgar Square, in the center of London stands a big Christmas tree.
It is a gift from the people of Oslo. It is over 50 feet high. Many families celebrate Christmas day in the open air near the Christmas tree in order to catch the spirit of Christmas. Children find Christmas presents in their stockings.
The traditional English dinner on Christmas is turkey and pudding. Other great holidays are: Father’s day, Mother’s day, Halloween and other.
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Education in Ukraine
 The system of secondary education in Ukraine includes primary forms and junior and senior secondary forms.
 Children usually go to school at the age of 6 or 7. There are some preschool institutions, like nursery schools or kindergartens, but they are not obligatory. Primary forms comprise 1 to 4 forms. Junior secondary forms comprise 5 to 9 forms. After the 9th form children can enter technical schools of different types. Those who want to enter higher educational institutions should complete 10—11 forms. Students can also enter higher educational institutions after graduating from specialized colleges or lyceums. They prepare students in different fields, whether the humanities or the sciences. Some of them are organized under the authorities of higher educational establishments. The system of higher education is presented by universities, polytechnic institutes or specialized institutes. Universities offer a five-year course of study and usually have from six to twelve departments. Institutes train specialists for industry, agriculture and economy.
 Most of them have been conferred the status of Academy or University recently. Students are also offered post-graduate education and scientific research work. Nowadays due to the state of our national economy not many young people are engaged in the research work. But still in some fields of science there are outstanding discoveries and re-search papers. Some universities and institutes have refresher courses. Recently a great number of private educational establishments have appeared. Some institutions have fee-paying groups or departments. The students may get education there at the same high level as in the state institutions. 
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My day off
 On weekdays I usually go to school, but on my days off I prefer to rest. There is proverb: “All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy’’. It means that every person needs a rest after hard work on weekdays. At our leisure-time we go in for sport, read books, go to the library, the cinema, the theatre, parks, museums, the zoo or the circus where we enjoy watching animals.
 Some pupils prefer to go to the country to see their relatives and friends. In winter they like to go to the skating rink or to the forest to skate and ski. In summer children may go to the forest or to a river to sunbathe, play different games or swim.
 As for me my day off is Sunday. I like this day very much. I needn’t hurry anywhere and I wake up later than usual. As soon as I get up I air the room and make my bed. Then I do my morning exercises, wash my face and hands and brush my teeth. After having breakfast I listen to lovely stereo music and relax. Then I meet my friends and we discuss our plans together. We may go to the cinema or the theatre, a museum or a park. Sometimes we attend art exhibitions, concerts or shows. As a rule we try to spend most of the time outdoors.
 When the weather is bad my friends come to my place. We listen to music or watch an interesting TV programme the evening I spend two or three ready for school. Then our family has supper. Sometimes we receive guests at our place or go for a walk.
 I enjoy my days off greatly and I am looking forward to my next days off.
     
My holidays
 Schoolchildren in Ukraine have long holidays twice a year. They have summer and winter holidays.
 Let me start with summer holidays. Pupils have summer holidays that are three months long. Children don’t have to get up early. There is no homework to do and lessons to learn. That’s why they like summer holidays.
 I like summer holidays because І have a lot of free time. Every summer I go to the country to stay with my grandparents. There is a river and a lake there. My friends and I often go swimming and boating there. There is a lot of fish in the lake, so I sometimes go fishing. When it is very hot I usually go to the forest. The air is cool there. I like to walk in the shade of trees and pick mushrooms and berries. I like to go to the beach in the morning when it is not too hot. I swim, sunbathe, and play with my friends on the bank of the river. I always help my grandparents to work in the kitchen garden or to look after chickens and ducks.
 Summer holidays are never too long for me. Winter holidays are shorter than summer ones. It is so nice to rest from school. During winter holidays we celebrate New Year and Christmas parties for schoolchildren at schools and theatres. In the cinemas they show films and cartoons for pupils. It is usually very cold in winter, but it is hard to keep children indoors. It’s so great to go skiing down a hill! Boys like to play hockey. Many children like to go to the skating rink to skate.
 When the weather is bad I prefer to stay at home and watch TV or read books. Sometimes my friends come to see me and we play computer games or listen to music.
 But unfortunately time flies quickly on holidays and soon it’s time to go to school again.
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What national tradition do you like?
 Most of all, attract me national culture and traditions of Germany. German culture began long before the rise of Germany as a nation-state and spanned the entire German-speaking world.
 German culture is diverse and original. Many German artists have become world famous. Germany gave the world music such big names as Johan Sebastian Bach, Ludwig van Beethoven, which are now recognized as the founders of the classical musical traditions, as well as the composer Johannes Brahms and the largest reformer Richard Wagner.
 The world-famous writers – Friedrich Schiller, Heinrich Heine, Thomas Mann and Johan Wolfgang von Goethe – are outstanding phenomenon not only German, but also of human culture. In Germany, about four thousand popular museums, whose number is steadily increasing. In the year they account for almost one hundred million visits. The most famous German museums – Dresden rt Gallery, Old and New Pinakothek in Munich, the German Museum im Munich, the Historical Museum in Berlin and many others.
 Germans – really reading nation that calls itself “das Land der Dichter und Denker’’ – “ the country of thinkers and poets’’. Total in Germany more than a thousand scientific and more than eleven thousand public libraries.
Music has long played an important role in the life of Germany, gradually forming a national musical tradition. Regularly hosts music festivals, including the world-famous Wagner festival, organized every summer in Bayreuth. Among other notable annual festivals – events held in honor of Beethoven and Mozart in Bonn in Wurzburg. 
 The Berlin Film Festival, held annually since 1951, is one of the world’s foremost film festivals. The annual European Film Awards ceremony is held every second year in the city of Berlin. Where the European Film Academy (EFA) is located.
 The Babelsberg Studios in Potsdam are the oldest large-scale film studios in the world and a centre for international film production.
 Germany’s television market is the largest in Europe, with some 34 million TV households. 


Traditions of Germany
 Traditions in Germany can be defined as something that makes the Germans. Folk traditions in Germany largely built external surroundings: on the costume does not alter the century, on the kitchen with a similar story on the local architecture, with its indispensable history of the town or city or its people, their music and songs. Autumn – traditional time every beer festivals, especially the famous Oktoberfest in Munich.
 German customs are closely related to the calendar of Christian holidays. Special berserk carnival customs and traditions of Germany acquired before Lent. A special place in Germany assign custom Christmas – traditional family holidays and the New Year. The custom of the Christmas tree to decorate, organize Christmas bazaars, give gifts on the eve of St. Nicholas and Christmas Eve – these magnificent customs and traditions in Germany have long since become universal in Europe and beyond.
 Berlin Jazz Festival is held in October, and Christmas are massive sell-off, many of which are also converted into a real celebration.
 In Hamburg held International Tourism Fair “Reisen Hamburg’’ International Exhibition “Hansebut’’ and others.
 Across Germany are winter festivals, turning into big cities in the massive carnivals. Annual exhibitions and fairs of high technology in Leipzig, Dusseldorf, Cologne, Hanover, quickly become traditional, create a very unusual atmosphere of patriarchy and, at the same time, the actual modernity.
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 Off to the airport? Don’t forget the worms in a can and the Beginner’s Guide to Travelling by Air:
 When to be at the airport? You should be at the airport already.
 How much luggage can you carry on? You can carry one small bag and one medium bag, for a total of two bags. You may not carry on three bags by insisting to airport personnel that one of your bags is not really a bag, as if it is some kind of magical invisible fairy bag that airline personnel cannot see. You also may not carry on a suitcase the size of a sleeper sofa, apparently containing the entire wardrobe of some Broadway production. The fact that your suitcase has wheels does NOT automatically mean that you may carry it on the airplane. A piano also has wheels, but you wouldn't try to take a piano onto a plane, would you?
 Prohibited objects? You may not take knives, guns spears, armored personnel carrier, flame-throwers, scary animals or sharp objects. If you know karate or kung fu, you may take your hands on board, but you must keep them clasped tightly under you armpits throughout the flight.
 How to go through the security check point? Have your boarding pass and photo ID ready. Remove all your possessions from your pockets and put them in a plastic tray. Have your boarding pass and photo ID ready. Remove your belt, shoes, and pacemakers and put them in another plastic tray. Have your boarding pass and photo ID ready. Remove your laptop computer and put this in another plastic tray. FOR GOD'S SAKE HAVE YOUR BOARDING PASS AND PHOTO ID READY. Put everything — trays, bags, children under 2 — on the moving belt. Then stand in a non-terroristic manner until the security person signals to you, at which time, while holding your boarding pass and photo ID up. You should shuffle meekly forward until your pants fall to the floor.
 Joking around with the security personnel? Airport security personnel are a whacky and fun-loving group who are bored to death from spending eight hours a day reminding morons to have their boarding passes and photo IDs ready. There is nothing they enjoy more, than a good joke, such as the one where you give the victim a can that says: "peanut-brittle". When he opens it, giant spring loaded worms come shooting out. That always sets off a round of hearty knee slapping at the checkpoint.
 To crown it all, if you just use your common sense, waiting in long lines at the airport won't be tough on you.
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 The biggest cities of the United Kingdom are also great industrial and cultural centres. The biggest city of the country is London. The population of Greater London is now over 8 million people. Lots of men and women crowd the city at day-time. They are engaged in the vast international business of London which has made it like no other place in the world. Many of the present-day commercial, financial, and civic institutions of the city have their roots in the 16th century, and some go even deeper. London is also a cultural centre of the England.                         The British Museum, located here is the largest in the world. In the evening you may choose between more than 50 theatres of the city. Among most famous city attractions are also Buckingham Palace, the Houses of Parliament, St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London and many others.
Other big and famous cities of the United Kingdom are Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Edinburgh, Belfast and others. They are famous for its companies, unique character and history. Birmingham is long famous as an international business centre. It has developed into a modern and exciting city, which buildings and shops are second to none. Birmingham is at heart of Britain's motorway system. Massive post-war development brought exciting new buildings, but the best of the old ones have been preserved. The city's museum and art gallery has some of the finest examples of European painting. Birmingnam's ultra-modern library is one of the largest and best stocked in Europe and includes the Shakespeare Memorial Library with 40,000 books in 90 languages.   The city possesses several interesting churches and two cathedrals.
 Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, is also a great city of more than half a million inhabitants. The city is built of stone, not brick. The houses look hard and solid. Some people would call them grim, especially on a wet day, but when the sun shines beautifully in the city the city looks fine. Its many bookshops, taverns, and clubs some of world-famous people visited at different times. Among them were Dr. Johnson and Robert Burns. One of the famous avenues in the world is the Prince's Street in Edinburgh. It is the finest street and a shopping area of the city.
 Glasgow is the third largest city of Great Britain. You may feel its industrial energy everywhere in the city. The city extends along both banks of the river Clyde. With each phase of its development it has stretched, until its outskirts now lie several miles from the city centre. It is, by far, the largest and most populous city in the whole of Scotland. Glasgow is known the world over for its ship-building. Glasgow-built locomotives run in every part of the world. Today Glasgow is of such a size that it extends far over both banks of the river Clyde and bridges are as essential for the conduct of activities as are the people themselves. Within a distance of a mile there are 7 bridges. They carry road and rail traffic in and out of the city. No other city of Scotland has or needs as many river crossings as Glasgow.
 Cardiff, the capital of Wales, lies near the mouth of the river Taff. In the days of our great-grandparents Cardiff was a tiny village. Today there are about a quarter of a million people living there. Cardiff is now the largest town in Wales and is noted for its coal. There is also a delightful park in the city which everyone tries to see. This is Cathay's Park. Few towns in the world have such fine public buildings as Cardiff. The Law Courts, City Hall and University buildings in Cathay's Park are worthy of any city in the world. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland have many other cities and towns, that attract thousands of people from all over the world either on business or private visit.
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Too well
 Miss Rouse Carrington was a famous actress. Miss Rouse Carrington was a famous actress. She began her life in a little village named Cranberry. But that was long ago. Now she was at the height of her fame, and in the coming season was to perform the leading part in a newly-written comedy. But was to perform the male character in the play?
  One day a capable young actor by the name of Highsmith called on Mr. Timothy Goldstein, the manager. Highsmith dreamed of being Miss Carrington's partner in the new play. 
 “My boy”, said the Goldstein, “take the part if you con get it. Miss Carrington does not want to listen to any my suggestions. She say's that all our best actors won't do. You know it is the part of a young farmer. She wants something genuine, a real imitation of county manners. If you want to play the part, you must convince Miss Carrington. I wish you luck, my boy”.
 Next day Highsmith took the train for Cranberry. He remained there for three days. He found Miss Carrington's family and collected many facts concerning life and people at Cranberry. Then he returned to the city. 
 That same night a small party was sitting at a table in one of the restaurants where actors used to gather when performance was over. The star of that small party was Miss Carrington – gay , happy, at the height of her fame.
 At half past twelve a plain-dressed flaxen-haired youth entered the restaurant. He seemed very shy and awkward. The moment he entered he upset a chair, and sat awkwardly in another one. He looked shyly around, and then suddenly saw Miss Carrington. He rose and went to her table with a shining smile on his face. 
 “How are you, Miss Rose?” , he said. “Don't you remember me — Bill Summers — the Summers that lived near the blacksmith's shop? I think I have grown a little since you left Cranberry. Eliza Perry told me I might see you in the city while I was here”, he went on, “You know, Eliza married Benny, and she says…”
  “You don't say so!” interrupted Miss Carrington. “Eliza Perry is married!”
 “She married in June”, Grinned the young man, “and the youngest of the Walton girls ran away with a music teacher last arch. Matilda Hockins died from pricking her finger with a needle, and Tom is courting Sally”. 
 “You don't say so!” , exclaimed Miss Carrington. “Excuse me a while, gentlemen, this is an old friend of mine. Come here, Mr.… What is your name? Oh, yes, Mr. Summers — I shall call you Billy, may I? Come here Billy, and tell me some more”. 
 She led him to an isolated table in a corner. She sat down in front of him and laid her chin upon her hands.
 “I don't recollect any Bill Summers”, she said thoughtfully, gazing straight into the innocent blue eyes of the rustic young man. 
 “Miss Rouse”, said he “I called on your family just two or three days ago”.
 “How is ma?” asked Miss Carrington. 
 Highsmith understood that a bit of pathos was necessary. 
 “She is older than she was, Miss Rouse. When I saw her last she was sitting at the door and looking at the road.
 “Billy”, she said, I'm waiting for Rosie. She went away down that road and something tells me that she will come back that way again.” When I was leaving”, the young man went on, “I took this rose from a bush by the front door, I thought I might see you in the city and I knew that you would like to have something from Cranberry”.
 Miss Carrington took the rose with a smile, and got up. “Come to the hotel and see me before you leave city”, she said. “I'm awfully glad to see you. Well, good night. I'm a little tired. It's tune to go to bed”. When she had left the restaurant, Highsmith approached Goldstein, the manager.
 “It was a brilliant idea”, said the smiling actor, “I'm sure I shall get the part in that play. Miss Carrington will have to confess that my performance was genuine, and that I was a good actor.”
 “I didn't hear your conversation”, said Goldstein, “but your make up and acting were O.K. Here's to your success! Call on Miss Carrington early tomorrow, tell her all, and I hope that she will agree to take you as her partner in the play”.
 Next morning Mr. Highsmith, handsome, dressed in the latest fashion, called on Miss Carrington at the hotel. “Is Miss Carrington at home?” he asked the maid. 
 “Miss Carrington has left,” the maid answered, “and will not come back. She has cancelled all her engagements on the stage, and has returned to live in that — what do you call that village? Oh, yes,— Cranberry”.
 Highsmith understood that he had acted too well.
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The Two Gifts
Jim and Della were very poor. They lived in New York In a small room on the top floor of a high building. Jim was twenty-two years old, Della was twenty-one. 
Both husband and wife worked very hard, but there never was any money in the house; for all they got went to pay the grocer, the bother, and the baker. And the rent was $8 a week. 
And yet they owned two treasures of which they were very proud. These treasures were—Jim’s gold watch, which he received from his father, and Della’s beautiful hair. 
It was the eve of New-Year’s Day. Della wanted to give Jim a present. She counted her money. One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all she had. Only $1.87 to buy a present for Jim. So she sat down on the sofa and wept. Suddenly she got up and went to the looking – glass. Her eyes shone brillia tly. Quickly she undid her hair. It reached below her knees and covered her like a cloak. And then she did it again quickly and nervously. She put on her old brown hat. Then she ran out of the door and down the stairs to the street. 
She stopped before a sign and read the words: “M-me Sofranie. Hairgoods of all kinds”. Then she entered the shop. She saw Madame sitting at the counter. She was fat and red cheeked. 
“Will you buy my hair?”, asked Della. 
“Let me see it,” said Madame. 
Della took of her hat and undid her hair. 
“Twenty dollars”, said Madame, lifting the mass of Della’s golden hair with a practiced hand. 
“Give me a money”, said Della… The next two hours were like a happy dream. Della hurried from shop looking for Jim’s present. 
She found it at last. It was a watch chain for which she paid $21. And then she hurried home with the chain and the remaining 87 cents. Jim was not at home. Della got out of curling irons and lighted the gas and went to work. In forty minutes her head was covered with tiny curls. She looked like a schoolboy. 
She said to herself: “I hope Jim not kill me. But what could I do – oh, what could I do with one dollar and 87 cents. At seven o’clock the coffee was ready. Della sat waiting for Jim. She heard his steps on the stairs, and she turned white for jus one moment. The door opened and Jim entered the room. He looked thin and very serious… and suddenly Jim stopped. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there was an expression in them that terrified her. 
“Jim, darling! She cried, “don’t look at me like that: I sold my hair because I wanted to give you present. My hair will grow again. It grows very fast. Say ‘A Happy New Year’, Jim, and let us be happy. You don’t know what a beautiful present I have for you”. Jim sighed. He drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it on the table. 
“If you open that package, you will understand,” he said. Della took off the paper and string. There lay the beautiful combs that Della saw in a 
Broadway shop window. Now they were hers, but her hair was gone. Suddenly Della jumped and cried: 
“Oh, Jim, I shall give you your beautiful present.” She held it out to him upon her open palm. 12
“Isn’t it a beautiful chain? Give me your watch: I want to see how it looks on it.” Jim did not obey. He fell on the sofa and put his hands behind his head and smiled. “Della”, said he,” I sold the watch to get the money to buy your combs. It the coffee ready?”

The love drug
Jim a young car-driver, was a boarder at old was in love with Riddle`s daughter Rosy.
Jim, the young car-driver, was a border at old Riddles. He was in love with Riddle’s daughter Rosy. And Rosy in love with Jim. They wanted to get married but Mr.Riddle, Rosy’s father was against it. He hoped to find a rich husband for his daughter. Jim had a friend who worked as a clerk at a druggist’s shop. His name was Pilkins. 
Jim often called on Pilkins at his shop and they talked together and Jim, who was very frank, told Pilkins that he was in love with Rosy. When Jim talked of Rosy, Pilkins listened to him in silence and never said the word.
One afternoon Jim called at the shop. He looked very nervous.
“Old Riddle does not like me,” he began. “For a week he hasn’t let Rosy go outside the door with me. He probably knows that we are in love with each other. So Rosy and I have decided to run away tonight and get married. Of course,” he continued, “if she doesn’t change her mind. Because one day she says she will, the same evening she says she won’t as she is afraid. We have decided to run away tonight. But it is five hours yet till the time and I am afraid that she will change her mind again!” Jim stopped and looked at Pilkins. 
“But you can help me,” he added.
“I don’t see now”. said Pilkins.
“I say, Pilkins, isn’t there a drug that will make a girl like me better if I give it to her. I think I have such a drug to give Rosy when I see her in supper tonight it may give her courage and she will keep her promise and run away with me.”
“When is this foolishness to happen?” asked Pilkins gloomily.
“At ten o’clock Supper is at seven. At nine Rosy will get to bed with headache. At ten I’ll come under her window and help her to climb down. Can you make such a drug, Pilkins?”
“Of course I can,” said Pilkins and went behind the desk. There he crushed to powder two tablets. “This will make Rosy sleep for several hours,” he said to himself. Then he handed the powder to Jim. When Jim had gone Pilkins who was secretly in love with Rosy went to Mr.Riddle and told him everything. Mr.Riddle decided to watch the lovers and shoot at Jim. Pilkins was sure that he had nothing to fear of. All night he waited for the news of the tragedy but none came. At eight o’clock Pilkins could wait no longer and went to Mr.Riddle’s to learn the outcome. The first man he saw in the street was Jim. Jim seized his hand and said:
“Rosy and I were married last night. She is in my flat now. Oh, how happy I am! You must come to see us some day.”
“But the powder!” exclaimed Pilkins.
“Oh, that powder you gave me? Well, it was this way. I sat down at supper table last night at Riddle’s. I looked at Rosy and said to myself: Don’t try any tricks with that girl. She loves you enough without that. Then I looked at her father and thought: He must feel more love for me. So I took my chance and put the powder into old Riddle’s coffee.”
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The cop and the anthem 
 Winter was coming, and Soapy, one of the many thousands of New York pickpockets, felt uneasy. He knew the time had come for him to look for the shelter. Soapy’s desires were not great. Three months in prison was what he wanted. There he was sure of a little food and a bed, safe from the winter wind and the cold. For years prison had been his shelter during the winter. Now the time had come again. Having decided to go to prison, Soapy at once set about fulfilling his desire. There were many easy ways of doing this. The pleasantest was to dine well at some expensive restaurant, and then, after saying that he couldn’t pay, be quietly arrested by a policeman and sent to prison by the judge. Soapy got up and walked out of the square and across the level sea of asphalt, where Broadway and Fifth Avenue flow together. He stopped at the window of a brightly lit café. Soapy was freshly shaven, and his coat and tie were decent. But his boots and trousers were shabby. “If I can reach the table in the restaurant without being seen”, he thought, “everything will be all right. The upper part of me that will show above the table will raise no doubt in the waiter’s mind. A roasted duck, two bottles of wine, a cup of coffee, and a cigar will make me happy for the journey to my winter quarters”. But just as Soapy entered the restaurant door, the head waiter’s eye fell upon his shabby trousers and boots. Strong hands turned him round and pushed him to the sidewalk. Soapy turned off Broadway. He had to think of another way of getting to prison. At a corner of Sixth Avenue he saw a brightly lit shop window. Soapy took a coble stone and threw it at the glass and broke it. People came running around the corner, a policeman at their head. Soapy stood still, with his hands in his pockets, and smiled when he saw the policeman’s blue coat. “Where is the man that has done it?” shouted the policeman. “Do you think I have done it?” said Soapy in a friendly way. The policeman did not understand Soapy’s hint. Men who break windows do not usually remain to speak to policeman. They run away. Just then the policeman saw a man hurrying to catch a car. Club in hand, he rushed after that man. Soapy had failed again. On the opposite side of the street was small and cheap restaurant. Soapy entered it, sat down at the table, and ate a beefsteak and an enormous apple-pie. “Now call a blue-coat, I cannot pay. I have no money”, said Soapy. “And don’t keep a gentleman waiting. ”“No blue-coats for you”, said the waiter, and seizing Soapy by the collar threw him out of the restaurant. Soapy got up and beat the dust from his clothes. He was in despair. A sudden fear seized him that some magic was keeping him from arrest and prison. “Disorderly conduct”, was his last resort. Soapy began to yell at the top of his voice. He danced and howled like a madman. A policeman who was standing nearby turned his back to Soapy, and remarked to a passer-by: “It is one of those University lads. They are celebrating their traditional holiday. They are noisy; but they mean no harm. We have instructions to let them in peace.” Soapy stopped in despair. He buttoned his thin coat against the cold wind and the rain, and walked on. He was just passing a cigar store, when he saw a well-dressed man entering the store and leaving his umbrella at the entrance. Soapy stepped in, took the umbrella, and slowly continued his way. The man saw him. He turned and followed hastily. “My umbrella”, he said sternly. “Oh, is it yours?” said Soapy. “Why don’t you call a policeman? I took it. Why don’t you call a blue-coat? There stands one in the corner. ”The umbrella owner slowed his steps. “Of course”, said he, “That is, - you know how these mistakes occur – I – if it’s your umbrella, I hope you’ll excuse me – I picked it up this morning at the restaurant – if you recognize it as yours, - I hope you’ll…”The ex-umbrella man retreated. Soapy walked on muttering insults against the policeman who did not want to arrest him. At last he reached a street where there was a little traffic and few pedestrians. At a quiet corner he suddenly stopped. There was an old church in front of him. Though one window a soft light shone, and he heard the sweet music of the organ which made him approach the iron fence. The moon was above, cold and beautiful, and the music made Soapy suddenly remember those days when his life contained such things as mother and roses, and clean collars. Soapy listened to the music, looked at the moon and murmured to himself, “There is time yet. I will reform. I will become an honest man. I will get out of the mire. I am still young. I will be somebody in the world. I will …”Soapy felt a hand on his arm. He looked quickly around into the broad face of a policeman. “What are you doing here?” asked the blue-coat. “Nothing”, said Soapy. “Then come along”, said the policeman, “Thinking of robbing the church, eh?” “Three months imprisonment”,
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Repair a bicycle or ride it
 There are people who are fond of repairing things. I have met such people and know them very well. One summer day a friend of mine by the name of Ebbson suggested going for a bicycle ride. I agreed. The next day Ebbson came very early. The first thing he did was to take my bicycle by the front wheel and shake it violently. “This wheel wobbles”, he said. “Tills is dangerous. Have you got a wrench?”
I had never noticed that either of the wheels wobbled, but I thought he really knew something about it, so I went to my room to se what could I find. When I came back, lie was sitting n the ground with the front wheel between his legs. He was playing with it turning it round and round – the rest of the machine was lying beside him.
He said: “Something has happened to tills from wheel”. “It look like it”, I said but he could not seethe joke.
He said: “I think the ball bearings are all wrong. We must see what the matter with them”. I could not stop him. He unscrewed something somewhere, and many little balls rolled over
the grass. “Catch them”, he shouted. “We mustn’t lose any”. We began looking for them and in half an hour found sixteen. I put them in my hat on the door step. Then he began taking off the gear-case. I tried to stop him but he would not listen to me. “It is very easy to take off a gear-case” ,he said.
He was right. In less than five minutes he had the gear-case in two pieces, lying on the path, while he was looking for the screws. He said he could never understand how screws disappear.
I began to feel tired of standing there and looking at the fool who was breaking my bicycle. It was clear to me that he knew nothing about the business. I was about to tell him so when Ebbson said that he going to put the wheel back in its place and that everything would be all right. He hurt his hands while doing it, but at last he managed somehow to put the wheel into position. Then came the turn of the gear-case. We soon found out that it was a much harder job to put it back in its place than to take it off. It took us a whole hour to get the thing into the position, and then it was on position, Ebbson suddenly exclaimed: What fools we have been! We have forgotten the ball-bearings.” I looked for my hatit was lying on the ground and my wife’s little dog was quickly swallowing one by one.
“He will kill himself”, shouted Ebbson. “They are of the hardest steel”.
“I am not worded about the dog”, I said. “He has eaten a packet of needles this week, I am thinking about my bicycle”.
“Well, we must put back all we can find”, said he. We found eleven balls. We took off the wheel again and put six of them on one side and five on the other. Half an hour later wheel was in its place again. It really wobbled now. Then Ebbson tried to put the gear-case back again. I held a bicycle for him, while he lay on the ground with his head between the wheels, and worked at it from below, and dropped oil upon himself. More than fifteen tunes he said: “No, it’s not after all”. At a quarter to one, dirty and tired he said: “That will do”, and rose from the ground.
Neither of us had any wish to go for a bicycle ride now, and so Ebbson go home. After he was gone I took the bicycle to the nearest repair shop. The man looked at it and said: “It won’t be easy to repair tills bicycle, but I shall do my best”. He did his best, and I paid two pounds for it. But it was never the same machine again and at the end the summer I sold it. Yes, there are two ways of getting sport out of bicycle: one can repair it. But it is impossible to get both forms of sport out of the same machine: no machine will stand it.
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Home schooling in the USA: Calvert home school curriculum overview
The Calvert home School curriculum is the fundamental platform that supports everyone's teaching endeavors and the educational foundation a child will build on tor life. For over one hundred years, Calvert School has helped Home Teachers guide their children toward excellence and achievement through an integrated classical curriculum developed by the expert Curriculum staff and proven in the Calvert Day School.
The Calvert Home School program is built on a rich foundation of reading, writing, and arithmetic. That foundation is then layered with history, science, music, geography, and the arts to ensure no gaps in instruction. Calvert's time tested curriculum is built on the principle of subject integration. For instance, Calvert Fifth Grade students study the Civil War in history. At the same time, they also interpret Walt Whitman's poem "O Captain! My Captain!" about Abraham Lincoln's assassination and draft a composition entitled "A Civil War Battle". This reinforced study across subject areas develops higher order thinking skills and promotes content mastery.
The program combines the best classroom-tested materials, teacher-created Lesson Manuals, and proven educational methodologies all in one complete, meticulously planned curriculum. The Calvert Lesson Manual will guide home school teachers through each day of home instruction with easy-to-use lesson plans. Each lesson includes a list of materials needed, step-by-step instructions, and a summary of assignments.
The Calvert Home School Program also combines the tools and supports a parent or a teacher needs to meet the personal needs and interests of the child. The parent or the teacher can tailor the child's education by selecting either the Academic or Scholastic version of the curriculum. In addition, they may select from a menu of instructional support options — Calvert Classic, the Advisory Teaching Service, and Calvert Interactive featuring the Advisory Teaching Service.
The Calvert School offers academic enrichment programs that will stir the child's creativity, foster a better understanding of the world, and make the overall educational experience more enjoyable. They are designed to complement the core courses, but they can also be used independently. Grade level and enrichment courses are available for Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade.
The Calvert Home School Staff invite home school teachers and parents across the USA to contact their Education Counselors to discuss how Calvert's education and enrichment programs can work for your family.
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Media in Ukraine
The media in Ukraine are a single public structure. It provides the society with up-to-date detailed information, which concerns political, economical, social, cultural and other important aspects. Their main aim is to influence the general public and form their views and ideals. The freedom of the mass media in Ukraine has become real today. The mass media are free to choose their own ownership, genre, type and periodicity.
To gain freedom and become a single public structure the mass media in Ukraine have to overcome many difficulties in their long history. The beginning of Ukrainian press is considered the "Kharkov Weekly". It was founded in 1812. The newspaper tried to attract people's attention to the problems of economic, political and cultural life of the country. Then other newspapers in different regions of Ukraine appeared. Giving people complete and accurate information about the latest events in the country and abroad was not an easy task at first. Even today the profession of a journalist is considered to be one of the most dangerous.
At present Ukraine has a large variety of newspapers and magazines. You may find newspapers of all kinds: national and local, official and private, special newspapers for children, teenagers, businessmen, etc. Every newspaper has its readers. Most popular nowadays are business newspapers and women's magazines.
Then; national radio and television of Ukraine are made up of government-run and non-government radio and TV companies. Ukraine is a member of the International Telecommunication Union. The State TV and Radio Company operates two channels, its programmes specialize in political analysis, current information, sports programmes etc.
Among Ukraine's information agencies special popularity have the UKRIN-FORM (Ukrainian Information Agency), UNIAN (Ukrainian News Independent Agency), and several others. These agencies have correspondents and reporters throughout the country and abroad. So it is not difficult nowadays to receive information about the most important events in Ukraine and abroad.
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Sports and games in the USA
Sports and games attract a lot of children in the USA. American children of all ages have an opportunity to participate in special summer camps and workshops devoted to a particular kind of sports. Many children enthusiastically sign up for a two-week session of sports camp, where specialists teach and coach children in particulars of the sport children want to play. Nowadays, kickball is frequently played. Young adults find kickball a fun to play outside the school yard or in the backyard of their or anywhere else in their neighborhood. Kickball has gained its huge popularity among the youth. And there is a piece of uncertain hi story behind this fact.
No one is certain where or how kickball originated, although there are stories of American soldiers playing kickball during World War II. A decade ago, some friends in their 20s decided it would be fun to play one of their favorite childhood games — kickball. The group found a few others interested in playing kickball, and he World Adult Kickball Association (WAKA) was born.
"It caught on like wildfire," said Tiffany Ficklin, director of events and public relations for WAKA.
When WAKA's founders established the organization, they wanted more than a game. They wanted to enjoy a new way of socializing. They require со-ed teams and encouraging players to gather at bars and restaurants following games. Thus, help make WAKA what it calls itself on its Web site, "a social-athletic organization."
It should be mentioned that, unlike other American sports such as basketball, baseball or football, there is no national kickball league that sets kickball rules. So the way the game is played varies. WAKA has written its own set of rules, outlined in a copyrighted 12-page rule book. Rules address topics like how many players can be on the field (at least four males and four females at all times) and what counts as a "kick" (any ball touched by the toot or leg below the knee).
WAKA encourages social interaction through its annual national championship. Teams can compete to earn a spot in the "Founders Cup World Kickball Championship" to be held this year in September in Las Vegas.
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Kiev – the capital of Ukraine
The best way to get acquainted with a country and its culture is to visit its capital. If you visit Kiev, you'll never forget it and will dream about coming to it once more. Kiev is one of the oldest and most beautiful cities of Eastern Europe. It is more than 1525 years old and bears the name of the prince Kyi, who lived on the d Kiev Hill in the sixth century. The city is situated on the hilly right bank and on the low left bank of the Dnieper River. Nowadays it is a large political, scientific, cultural and business centre of Ukraine.
Because of its beauty, Kiev is often called a garden city. It looks very charming in spring, when chestnut trees are in blossom. A chestnut tree is considered to be one of Kiev's symbols, that's why there are a lot of these trees in the city. But not only chestnut trees make the capital green. There are more than a hundred parks in Kiev. So, there is enough place for work and for rest in the capital.
Many people visit Kiev in order to find themselves in the centre of the cultural life of the capital. The most famous theatres of Ukraine open their doors for you every day. Among them are the National Opera, Ukrainian Drama Theatre, Russian Drama Theatre, Theatre of Comedy and Drama, Youth People's Theatre and many others. Professional musical ensembles of the city include the National Philharmonic, State Bandurist Kapelle, Veriovka State Choir, Symphony Orchestra and many others.
If you want to know more about the history of the capital and its country, you may choose among more than 20 museums of the city. The most famous of them are the Historical Museum, Museum of Ukraine's Literature, Western and Eastern Art Museum, Museum of Kiev's History, Museum of Historical Treasures, the Memorial Complex of the Great Patriotic War and many others. Many monuments have been erected in Kiev's squares, parks, and other public places. The oldest are the monuments to the Magdeburg law on the right bank of the Dnieper (by A. Melensky), St. Vladimir in Vladimir Hill park (by V. Klodt and V. Demut-Malynovsky, 1853), and B.Khmelnitsky in St. Sophia Square (by M. Mikeshin, 1888). Very many people come to Kiev on business trips. Kiev is also the big industrial centre. A large part of Ukraine's industrial output is produced by Kiev's en prises: motorcycles, tape recorders, electrical equipment, audio and video equipment, furniture, clothing, etc. Kiev is the major transportation hub of Ukraine. It has five railway stations, an international airport near Borispol and an important river port.
So, if you decide to come to Ukraine's capital, you will always find a way to do it and enjoy one of the most beautiful European cities.
Youth culture in Ukraine
Ukraine is still a young independent state. It is constantly developing. Ukrainian youth takes an active part in this process. More and more young people are engaged in the work of different youth organizations, social work and political parties. They struggle for the better future of their country.
Many young people work as volunteers with elderly people, children, other young people, who find themselves in a difficult situation. It helps them to understand other people, sympathize with them. It unites them and develops their personal qualities. Leadership qualities are needed in all spheres of our life. Many young people want to become leaders in their communities. They work out projects that may make the lite of the society better, they unite their efforts in defending their rights, and they take the responsibility for the future of their country.
As many other people abroad, young Ukrainians also want to enjoy their young life and have a lot of fun. Sport is one of the modern hobbies of young people. It helps them to keep fit and be active. Many schools, colleges and universities have their sports grounds, football or volleyball teams. There are also many sports clubs in Ukraine. Among them are international sports clubs like "Spartak" or "Progress'' in Lvov, Chernovtsy and other cities. There are also some specialized sports schools in Ukraine.
Among the most burning problems of the Ukrainian youth are drugs and AIDs. Unfortunately, many young people in Ukraine have AIDs. A great amount of them are drug addicts. And the number of these people is getting bigger. It is the responsibility of everyone nowadays to stop the epidemic of AIDs. Many social programmes are also aimed at it.
Among the main aims in life of the young people in our country is education. For many young people higher education is one of the ways of developing their talents and abilities. It gives better opportunities to find a good job. Besides studies, young people are also engaged in scientific and research work. There exist "Young Scientists' Councils", where young people can discuss their scientific investigations. They work for the better future of our country.
Outstanding people of Ukraine
In the history of every country there have always been people, whose actions and ideas produced a great impact on the lives of other people. That's why they are called outstanding. In the history of Ukraine there were very many of such people. Some of them became world-famous. Ukraine has given the world many outstanding poets, scientists, writers, composers.
The names of Korolyov, Vernadskyi, Zabolotnyi, Bogomolets, Sklifosofskyi, Paton, and other Ukrainian scientists are well-known all over the world. Yevgeniy Paton was a prominent Ukrainian scientist in the field of bridge-building. He graduated from the Polytechnic Institute in Dresden, and from the Institute of Engineers of the Means of Communication in St. Petersburg. Paton was a professor at the Polytechnic Institute in Kiev. He dedicated his life to the science of designing bridge. He was the author of several original projects for bridges, made a great contribution to the technology of their building and the methods of testing them. One of the longest bridges across the Dnieper is named after him. His son Boris Paton continued his father's career. Nowadays modern Ukrainian scientists achieve great success in the field of mathematics, physics, biology and medicine
The names of T. Shevchenko, Lessya Ukrainka, Ivan Franko, Marko Vovchok, Grigoriy Skovoroda, and Nikolay Gogol won universal recognition. Their ideas still produce great impact on the lives of other people. N. Gogol is one of my favourite Russian writers of Ukrainian origin. He was born on the 1st of April 1809 in Velyki Sorochyntsi, Poltava gubernia. While working as a minor civil servant, Gogol spent his free time composing short stories based on his observations and memories of life in Ukraine. The first two volumes of these stories, «Evenings on a Farm near Dykanka» brought him immediate fame. He also wrote his famous story «The Overcoat» and his epic work «Bead Souls». In 1852 under the influence of a religious fanatic Gogol burned the second part of «Dead Souls», refused all food, and stayed in bed until his death.
Ilia Repin was one more famous representative of the Ukrainian art. He was an outstanding painter, a full member of St. Petersburg Academy of Arts. Many of his works are dedicated to Ukraine, its people, culture and history. Among them there are the most famous paintings «The Zhaporozhian Cossacks Write a Letter to the Turkish Sultan», «Haidamakys», «Cossack in the Steppe», and «Hopak». He also painted many portraits of cultural figures, both Russian and Ukrainian (M. Kostomarov. I. Kramskoi, T. Shevchenko and others).
In Ukrane there is a unique musical instrument «kobza». The one who plays is called «kobzar». One of the most famous kobzars was Hnat Honcharenko. Blind from his childhood, he learned to play kobza at 20—22 and wandered singing and playing dumas, psalms, and humorous songs and teaching other kobzars. He spent the last part of his life mostly in Sevastopol In 1908 Lesia Ukrainka took Honcharenko to Yalta and, with her husband K. Kvitka recorded his dumas. F. Kolessa transcribed and published them in the collection «The Melodies of Ukrainian Folk Dumas». Ukrainian culture has always been famous for its talented people and their masterpieces.








 

 


 

 




