[posmoea Cepria Kagana ua @opyvi eugasmie v/ IbBoBL

Meni nroropi=zsa Tenma bopvay BHIAETECT TOTHOM T2 OMH2eK0m0. Qouv” Hy,
OCE MH 310paIHCcd TVT, Ha EIZxpHTT dopvMy BHIaEmiE. [[:0IHMHA CTOPOHHA COpaEdl
MOTTIa O IOZVMATH, 0 BCl IPHCVTHIL TVT £ BHIaBIanMH. [IpoTe, mpHOveKan, BHIARNI
TvT v MeHmocti. Hatonicts, xuu € v Bal? My npuwersi. [lpu=ersi oo
KHHTOBHJABHHIITES, IPHYETHI J0 KHUTH 2aTATOM, IPHYeTH] 0 miei kpaiHm, 70 9acy,
go JTerora, ge mefi dopva, 2pemtozo, i craeca. Hac Harite He Tpeda mamipuo
EIOMIVEVEATH. A BTIM, IIOCE IPHMVIIVE HAC 3TAIVEATH Ll FeHlaneHl Uv0acEl clIoEa,
TPHAMVIIVE HAC Ja7T THIBHO TPUTTATATHCT 0JHe 40 0JH0T0, BHIHATAKTH Ha OKO
PIESHE E33€MHOI IPHISTHOCTI.

Mo sma=nTe ua Hama npuaetHicts 1o 2a mewo croite? bawanna i
TOTOBHICTE pOOHTH 0JHV COPABY, HEOOXITHICTE HECTH CIIIBHY BIINOBIJATEHICTE,
FATEAHICTE 0OHE BiJ 0JHOTO, I0Tpeda 0JHE B 0gHOMY. Ba#uIHBicTE BIOIvEATH
TPHCVTHICTE MIOPVYE M@ KOTOCh, TOTO, XTO TIOJIAe TROT MIHHOCTI, TOTO, XTO TOThedve
TROel crievaacTi. BasmmelicTe miel camoi cmievaacti. Han veiM BHOaeTeCd, o MH
HaIIEH9aiiHo couiamzoranl. [[poTe He g 2a0VEATH, W0 NEPIUIOR 9epT O MH BCE K
camoTHi. KHHTOBHIARIIE e, MOMJIHEO, CTOCVETECA OLIBIION MIPOED, Hi KOTOCh
immoro. Keuroexdaeni, MoscIHED, HAfOLTRI caMoTH] B neoMy 2am. CanMoTHimm 2a
IHCEMEHHHEKIE, HaneEHe. OCKIIEKH E NHCEMEHHHEKIE INOHARMeHIIE € txHI @uTa=. Hyv,

AR NIDABHJIO0, X0™d TEd HeE JaEAJH.

Serhii Zhadan’s speech at the The Lviv Publishers® Forum.

To me, the topic of this vear's forum seems accurate and close. Why? Well,
here we are, at the opening of the publishers ' forum. An outsider might actually think
that evervone here is a publisher. However, I assume that publishers are in the minority
here. Then, who are we all? We are involved. Involved in book publishing, invelved in
the book as a whole, involved in this country, in time, in Lviv, where this forum
finallv took place. We don't even have to be overlv sought. But still, something forces
us to remember these brilliant Chubavev's words, forces us to continue to look closely

at each other, determining the level of mutual involvement by eve.

What does our involvement mean? What's behind it? The desire and
willingness to do the same thing, the need to share responsibilitv, dependence on each
other, the need for each other. The importance to feel the presence of someone else,
someone who shares vour values, someone who needs vour participation. The
importance of this verv same participation. We all feel that we are extremely social.
However, we shouldn't forget that, in the first place, we're still alone. Book publishers
are probablv more concemed with this than anvone else. Book publishers are perhaps
the loneliest in this room. Lonelier than writers, probablv. Because writers at least have

their readers. Well, usually but not alwavs.




Twn He MeHIIE, KOIH TOBOPHTH OLIBII cepHOZHO, 34 MOMVEAMH CBOIX , 2a
MOMIVEAMH 0ZHOIVMINE CTOITE HOPMAIEHE QGKAHHA 02EVIeHHA H 2axopiHenHA Mu
Jani TOBO BIOKPHEAEMO 19 cede CEOK KpaiHy, 3 voiMa 1 cxmagHomass J
CVIIEPEYHOCTAME, 3 VCIMA T TEMHMMH IVIAMAME H CEITAHMH CMYTAMH, 3 VCIM i

QesMipoM TOI0CIE Ta De3r0I0CCa.

BasmEelcTe KHETH B UBOMY OPOLEcl BAEKO IEPeOUiHHTH, HABITE IONPH
J0BOM HEBTIMIHY CTATHCTHEY 1 POIMOBCETHEHHE. AlTe pid v TiM, II0 KHHTH — I8 He
30BCIM PO KinekicTe. KHHTH — ue npo agpecHicTe. KHHIH He TaK 9aCT0 9YHTAKTECA
eroiaoc. [lepeBasso e 0CO0HCTICHE CIPHIHATTA, 1 KII0 CTAETBECA TAK, [0 KHHIA
MOTparife, Pe30HVE, CIIPALOBVE MEeXaHIM VITI3HABAHHA i BIATVEVBAHHA, — CaMe 33

ITHM OpOraddJac IIOARA HpH‘EEIHDCIi= HApPOIACHHA ,:[CIIH‘EHCIC'EL

Xow=a, ock A TOROPEO IPO KHHTH H PO3VMIED, IO TOBOPID HE 20BCIM IPO HEX.
Fuura B upoMy BUIAIKY € eMOTEMOR, 3HAKOM, IPOTE BECA POIMOEA, 2BICHO X, He
IBOTMTELCA 10 YHTAHHA HaBuuBImg TOIHEY SHTATH, TH BCE 0JH0 HIKOTH He OV
IeBeH, 0 2Po0HE i 700py mocavry. Copaea, 3BicHO 3, HE B KHHTAX. ¥ CE, 10 TVI

ElI0VEATHMETECA HACTVIIHI KiITBKA JHIE, 3HASHO OLIBIIE 23 KHHTH.

Kanuru e, cropime, napone. [lapone 114 npu=eTHHE.

Nevertheless, if I'd be to talk more seriously, behind the search for "our own",
behind the search for like-minded people is a normal desire for voicing and ingraining.
We continue to slowly discover our country, with all its complexities and
contradictions, with all its dark spots and light stripes, with all its immensitv of voices
and voicelessness.

The importance of the book in this process is difficult to overestimate, even
despite the rather disappointing statistics of its distribution. But the point is that books
are not reallv about quantitv. Books are about the targeting. Books are not often read
aloud. Mostly it is personal perception, and if it happens that a book gets, resonates,
triggers a recognition and recall mechanism — behind it lurks the emergence of
involvement, the birth of belonging.

Although, here I am, talking about books and I realize that I'm not reallv
talking about them. The book in this case is an emblem, a sign, but the whole
conversation, of course, doesn't come down to reading. If vou teach a person to read,
vou will never be sure that vou've done a right thing_ This has nothing to do with
books, of course. Evervthing that will happen here in the next few davs is much
grander than books.

Rather, the books are a password. Password for the involved.




Tlpo mo AgeTeca TE0IAM, Ak BHIAROTE | IPONATVEIOTE, 200 KVIVIOTE | SHTAHTE

vEpaincexy KHieky] M getsca npo dopaveannd mpocTopy, Ipo aN0EHEHHS
MOPOMEHHH, PO MOJ0MaHHE THIN . Uepes ro/Ioc, Sepes MHCEMO, Sepes MOBY.

o »m Bal sigmveveso”? My BlomvEvesmo U KpaiHy, AKa IpOCTVIIAE

KOHTVDAaMH Ha .\Iﬂ.l'.[i= IpoTe EMCIHIAE HAM iz PVE. HEC Ja& cede OZEVHHTH, HC JO3EQAE

cede MOYVTH, TPYEHTE OIPHCMAKOM KHPH/IHL, PAHHTE NIkl HeposplzaHHMHE
CTOPIHEAMH I0JAPVHKOEHX EHIAHE E VHIEEPCHTETCEKHX Ol VIOTEKaX.

Mu Bigmveveso 1 cOpaB#HI KOPIOHH, HAMATAEMOCh BiOJ9VTH 11 30aTHICTE
O2HBATHCE, TOBOPHTH V BIONOBITE, MoACHIOBATH cebe. Ui Mae e cTOCVHOE 10
KHHTOBHIABHHITEA]

Besnepeuno. Foguoro.

Tlonpu eeck HaID panioHATIZM, ¥ CIOBOCIIONVICHHL ~ KHIDKKOEHH PHHOK
EHIHAYANRHHM € BECE-TAKH 03HAYEHHA KHHAKOBHH = B kpaiul, 1e copok MinsioHi®
HNOTeHUIAHHK SHTA9WE He 300TaIvVEOTECA NP0 Te, [0 BOHH 9HTaq, BiIVKVEAHHA
IPHEETHOTO CTAE HE IPOCTO POMAHTHIHOMH MeTadopom — BoHo & MeTadopozo
icuvEanua # saxopinenHa. [cHVBAHHA B MicTax 083 KHIKKOBHY MATA3HHIE.

Icaveanna B cenmumax ez 0iomorex. [cuveanud & npocTopi, J¢ Bol TomoBH
KHHTH UHTVIOTECA ISPEeBHHO He TEOSH MOEBOK. [CHVEAHHA, 4Ke, BTIM, MaT0 O He

NpPHTHISVEATH, e HaTAIToBVEATH Ha podoTy. 1o mMose OVIH MNONmiM 33 CriasHy

What can be said abour people who publish and promaote, or buv and read a
Ukrainian book? It's about the formation of space, the filling of gaps, the overcoming
of silence. Through voice, through writing, through language.

What are we all looking for? We are looking for this country, which appears as
outlines on the map, but slips out of our hands. does not allow us to voice itself, does
not allow us to hear itself, has a bitter taste of Cyrillic, hurts our fingers with uncut
pages of gift publications in universitv libraries.

We are locking for its real boundaries, trv to feel its abilitv to answer, speak in
response, explain itself Does this have anvthing to do with book publishing?

Undoubtedly. Nothing.

Deespite all our rationalism, in the phrase “book market”™, the defining one is
still the term "book”. In a countrv where fortv million potential readers are unaware
that thev are readers, finding the involved becomes not just a romantic metaphor — it is
a metaphor for existence and ingraining. An existence in cities without bookstores.

An existence in towns without libraries. An existence in a space where all the
main books are mostlv quoted in a language that is not vour own. An existence that,
however, wouldn't have to oppress but encourage to work. What could be better than
working together for the future? Especiallv when vou are accompanied in vour work

b the first, best person involved.



npauro Ha nepenektHeEy ] Ocodaneo, KoaH Tede B TEOIH Opall CVIPOBOTHVE
[EpIIHA-IIMHA TpPHYIeTHHIA.

o tpunae SIABDNCTE 12 HAC Tan, de M e

Bix=vTra Toro, mwo Ba#IHEl 414 Tede pedl He € TEOSK BHTaIKO.

Big=vrra Toro, mo ped, Akl Tede cOpMVEAIH, MOEVTE OVIH 3P0ZVMITHMH
e KOMVCE, 0kpiM Tebe. BiggvTTd Toro, 3pemrTor, Mo XT0Ck, IOPVY 12 TOO0K, THTAR
V OMTHHCTEL Tl cani xENry, mo § T8, ATHe B TAKOMY pasl MoEa HIe He AHIe Ipo
MafovTHe, aTe # opo Munviae. Kuura, desmepedno, e TpHEBiToM i3 sunviaoro. [IpocTto,
AK BHABHIOCE, 12 MEHHV/IHM V HAC 0araTo He: ACOBAHHX NHTaHB. 1 OMV el IpHEIT
JaT TIPaLoe.

I mie gemo. Ilpo I'puusxa Uyoas UyOad, 2RicHO, MO®HA THTATH HO-PI3HOMY.
HagiTe BIZCVTHICTE pO3IIOBHX ZHAKIE V HOI0 IoeMax Nepegdadas JOCTATHED BiIRHE
IHTOHAINAHE H CMECIOEE TAVMAYEHHA OKPEMHEY CIE. ¥ HOTo TEKCT Ipo

“HOpH=eTHOrO” € TAKHHA VPHEBOK:

A ipuimiucs wim

To e OzHgEas 5"1'?.’?Et MpUHEmRor

Taxa codl dopryvaa, AKOT caM II0ST, IPHIVCKARD, B TEKCT | He 2axmagae. Ame

TaK CRIIATIOCA, OO0 Ii)D]_:IZ\I}'\'IE. OZHAYHIACE.

What keeps most of us where we are?

The feeling that things important to vou are not vour invention.

The feeling that the things that shaped vou can be understood by someone else
besides vou. The feeling that someone next to vou read the same books as vou as a
child. After all_in this case, it's not onlv abour the furure, but also the past. The book
i1s undoubtedly a greeting from the past. It just turns out that we have a lot of

unresolved issues with the past. That's why this greeting still works.

And one more thing. About Grigorv Chubai. Chubai, of course, can be read in
different wavs. Even the absence of punctuation marks in his poems suggests a fairly
free intonation and semantic interpretation of individual words. In his text about the

"Involved one” there is this passage:

And to stay here

means to be ivolved

Such formula that the poet himself, [ assume, didn't mean to put in the text.

But it so happened that the formula has changed.




“JInmHUTHCA TVT 03Hadae OVTH NpHdeTHHEM . Ile mpocTe TBepI:eHHL, gKe,

HACTIPABIi. MOMe CIYTYBATH MicHeM 1714 MOYATKY HAlHX NOIVEIE. OUeBHIHO,
NpHYeTHHX CIi1 MYKATH CaMe cepel THX, XTO IHIAeTeCA TYT. S rosopio.
3BiCHO, He npo reorpacito. S rosopo npo THX. XTO JIHIIAETbCA IPH CBOTH
CTIPABi. IPH CKa3aHOMY. IPH BYHHEHOMY, NP0 THX, XTO He BiIMOBIIETECA BIT
cede, BiI CBOTO MicU4, BiJ cEOTO rodocy. MH Bei THIDHIHCA TVT, 2 OTKe HaM
iTeTbCd PO NPOIOEKEHHT CBOIX NOMIVKIE. IPO NPOJI0EKEeHHT ITiel MaHIPIBKH,
npo NoJaTelry podoTy. Ipe NoJaTbIe BiT9VTIA CBOTO.

BicmioTexapi. npoJaBli B KHHIapHAX. OpraHi3aToOpH Pi3HOTO PiBHA
HesaTpeOVEaHOCTI fl HemoIyIOoCTi TiTepaTypENx QecTHEATIE — myDIika, 9Ka He
Jae MAHCIB SHHKHYTH Uil XUMepHif | npuMapHif TepHTOpil NOMVKIE Ta
3HaXiToK. JIIOIH. SKi Ja1i NepeJaroTh NPHBITH 3 MHHYIOTO. (JOPMYIOTH TAKHM
YHHOM CIOBHHKOBHI 3amac MaHOyVTHBOTO.

I mre ogHe. BH & DOMITHIHN, IO MH TVT Maile He TOBOPHMO IIPO
NOIITHKY. 33 BeIHKHM PaxyHKOM, 112 BipHO. 33 BeJJHKHM PaxVHKOM.
KHHIOBHIABHHUTEC B YEpaiHi caMe no codi 3aexan 0yi1o noditukem. He
NeBeH. Mo Le Iy:A&e J00pe 1714 KHHTOBHIABHHITEA, IPOTe 1HOJ1 TH OTHHAEIICS
Ha OapHKali He TOMY. 0 TOTOBHI J0 3MiH, a 3 Tie] NpHYHHE, o OapHKala
NpOCTO MepeKpHEas TOO 14X Bid AoMY J0 HaflOTETOre KHIEKOEOTO

MarasHHY.

"Staving here means being involved.” This is a simple statement that can
actuallv serve as a place to start our search. Obviously, those involved should be
found among those who remain here. I'm not talking about geographv, of course. I am
talking about those who remain with their work, with their words, with doings, with
those who don't give up themselves, their place, their voice. We all staved here, which
means that we are talking about continuing our search, continuing this journew,

continuing our work, and continuing to feel our own wav.

Librarians, shop assistants, organizers of various levels of unsolicited and
unheard literarv festivals — the public that does not give a chance for this bizarre and
ghostlv temitory of searches and finds, to disappear . People who continue to send

greetings from the past, thus forming the vocabulary of the future.

And one more thing. You've noticed that we don't talk much about politics
here. Bv and large, this is right. Bwv and large_ book publishing in Ukraine has alwawvs
been politics in itself. Not sure if this is good for book publishing, but sometimes vou
find vourself at the barricade not because vou are readyv to change, but because the

barricade simply blocks vour path from vour home to the nearest bookstore.




Buoasate B YEpaiHi KHHTH VEPATHCREOM MOBOK JAT € TOMTHEOR.
lonafisenme rvvaniTapaor. loHafinenme. YEpaidceRl KHHTOBHIAELN, CI4BA
00TV, Iepe#HIH NPaBIHEA I 4TH NpesHIeHTIE ¥ kpainn. [Ipugony ogHoro 2 HEX,
HATOIOMIV, BHTHATH 2 KpaiHu He 0es vdacTi THX Taku xauroentaenie. omafinvenme,
KHHTOBHIABLL TEE OVIH 30 UEOTO npHIeTHmMH. A 70 Toro, mo xomH Jodpe i secHo
POOHII CEOK POOOTY, WAC MepacTae T9KaTH. Bin, cxopime, poduTs Tebe Sianm
VIIERHEeHHM.

T nuomeca vr. Tu opugetani. V tede 40 MinTefoHIE DOTEHIIAHNY SHTATE.
Han gviece Basomieo 20epiratd ock nef mpocTip SHTaHHA, TPOCTip TOI0CY, IPOCTIp
CI0EA. BiH HaM NOTpiOeH He JIHINE CVT0 2 npodecifinoi ToukH 0pv. Pozxim
EHCIOEHTHCE 1 POSKIII OVTH IOYVIHM — e He Ipo npodecio, e Npo MO4JIHEICTE
IHmATHCA co00r. Xo9a TTepaTvpa 10 UR0I0 BCROTO TEH, AK | 3aBHTH, Mae
OesrocepenHiil CTOCVHOK: HaM NOTPLOSH HAII MPocTip caMe TOMY, W0 BiOIIVEVEAHHA
TPHEETHOTO, BiIHAHJeHHA POSVMIHEA, TOMVE CHIBPO3MOBHHEIR € 0JHIEH 3 IMTpHT

JLTepaTvVpPH.

Jiteparvpa He Mae IKCOEAHHX | KOHTPOIROBAHHY MEXaHIZMIE BIIHEY. 1

BILTHE HEMO#JIHEO CIPOTHO3VBATH H BakKO BHPAXVBATH. |JeaTbHHX EHHUT HeMae.
bineme Toro — came KHHIH, AK TOSHTECA HAZHEATH LICATEHHMI, 2a2EH9all 20HparTE
HafOLTEIIe MMV HA KHIGEKOBHY TIOIHITAX. TOMY IITAX KHHTH — ITe IIopasy INTpHTa.

:"r'IU.'-IC.'IHBG= canMe BOHA He Jae J0 KIHDA IIOMEPTH KHHTOBHIAHHE — MH 6'5_‘]3'5.‘1\10 A0 PVR

Publishing Ukrainian books in Ukraine still involves politics. At the verv least,
humanitarian. At the verv least. Ukrainian book publishers, thank God, have survived
the rule of five Ukrainian presidents. And one of them, | emphasize, was kicked out
of the countrv not without the participation of the same book publishers. At the verv
least, the book publishers were also involved. I mean. when vou do vour job well and

faitlv, time stops scaring vou. It rather makes vou more confident.

You staved here. You're involved. You have 40 million potential readers. It's
verv important for us to cherish this reading space, voice space, and word space. We
need it not only from a purelyv professional point of view. The luxurv of speaking out
and the luxury of being heard is not about the profession, it's about being vourself.
Although literature is also, as alwavs, directly related to all this: we need our space
preciselv because search for the involved, finding understanding, finding interlocutors

is one of the literature's intrigues.

The literature has no fixed and controlled mechanisms of influence. Its impact
is impossible to predict and difficult to calculate. There are no perfect books.
Moreowver, it is the books that are supposed to be called perfect usuallv collect the
most dust on the bookshelves. So the path of the book is alwavs an intrigue. Perhaps

this 1s what keeps publishing alive - we pick up new books everv time, with this sense



Iopasy HOEBl KHHTH, MAKYH OCk 1€ BIT9VTTd TAEMHHIN, AK0T0 Mafixe He IHIHI0CE B
HAMIOMY IPeKpacHoMy cBiTl. T HIKoIH He 3HaeIn, Ha AKiH CTOPIHIN MOYHEI IIaKaTH.
[ Teag Olmelne HIXOMHM He 3HAEMI, M0 CAME CIPHYHHHTE TEOL CIBO3H — PATICTE 9H
pozgapveadsd [ei e sigmveveanud. AKmo He KOTOCE IPHYETHOTO, TO O0Jal

HOTOCE IPHTOMHOIO.

Jitepatvpi moTpiden npuuetauil. JliTepaTvpa 083 9HMTAYEA 3aTAT0M MAE JOBOM
HemepeKoHTHERH Buraan [THceMeHHNEK, AKHH IHINE B IIVIATY, 2aCIVIOEVE Ha
coiggvrra. lvamaga, s inmny, tesk. Copaga TVT He B HAKTaJaX — CIIPaEd B TOMY,
0 KOKeH TOBHHEH MaTH OCh el maHe Ha noposvainaa. CRiT 0vio cTEOpeHD Tk,
0 B HEOTO HEMAE MOMIHEOCTI CKA23TH IIOCE HA CEOE BUOpaEIanad 14 foro
EMNPABIAHHA THOIH BHTAJATH TTepaTvpy. Boda He podHTEs HAC MIACTHBI N,
IpoTe iHOJl MOACHEOE HaM NPHYHHH HANMY HemlacTs. [HoJl IB0ro JOCTATHEO 1714
TOT0, a0H HE 3JABATHCE | IPOJOEAVEATH IIOMIVEH, HAaEBITE TOJl AK HIKOTO Hige

HiKOTMH | oK TOROPHE | pHunsko Uvoafi

3 moparozo, Cepriii Aaman.

of mvsterv that is almost gone in our beautiful world. You never know which page
vou're going to start crving on. And even more so, vou never know what exactly will
cause vour tears - jov or disappointment. That's the search. If not for someone

involved, then at least for something sane.

Literature needs a participant. Literature without a reader generallv has a rather
unconvincing appearance. A writer who writes "for the drawer" deserves svmpathy.
The drawer, too, bv the wayv. The point here is not in the number of copies, the point is
that evervone should have this chance to be understood. The world was created in
such a wayv that it doesn't have the opportunitv to sav something in its own defense.

People invented literature to justifv it. It doesn't make us happier, but it does

sometimes explain why we are unhappv. Sometimes this is enough to not give up and

continue the search_ even when "no one is ever anvwhere,” as Gritsko Chubai said.

Sincerelv, Serhii Zhadan.




