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The First step to Divorce in Maryland (MD) 

After long-time thinking of breaking family relationships, at last, you decided to separate. Divorce is 

not a simple decision, in many cases, it's a forced step. If the couple lives in Maryland, a divorce 

should be filed at the place of residence under this state law. 

No one wants to spend extra money and free time on attorneys' visits. Luckily, it's possible to have a 

Maryland hassle-free process separation thanks to CompleteCase - the online service of divorce 

documents’ preparation without lawyers.   

Usually, you have to start with completing the necessary divorce docs, then call them up to the 

county clerk. CompleteCase will guide you to provide appropriate forms and fulfill them duly.  

You can learn useful information below about the marriage split process in MD, how it works and 

how it's more comfortable to get through it. 

A little of Divorce theory   

Based-on-fault and without fault divorces are legal in Maryland. 

In the first case, the grounds of marriage split should be given. Among the State's recognized divorce 

reasons are cruelty, excessively vicious conduct toward a minor child of the plaintiff or the party 

itself, adultery, a felony conviction, deliberate desertion for 12 months, and insanity. 

Acceptable grounds for without fault separation: 

● Mutual Consent - the couple has no underage children, all issues of marital support, 

possessions, and outstanding payments have been cohered and the husband and wife are 

present at the final court hearing; 

● A year separation - if a couple has resided apart, without concubinage for 12 months 

without a breach of this period of continuity before applying for divorce. 

https://www.onlinedivorce.com/


You Do need to provide one of two above-listed proofs for the no-fault divorce in MD, otherwise, 

you will have to appeal a fault-based divorce. 

There are two divorce types in MD: an “absolute” and a “limited”. Each type takes into consideration 

the same issues such as child alimony, child custody, and property division.  

The limited divorce is also called “legal separation”, which means the spouses stay legally married, 

but can live separately. It's required to live in Maryland for the first year after divorce. 

Paperwork for Maryland (MD) Divorce  

The “Complaint for Absolute Divorce” and the “Civil Domestic Case Information Report” are two 

general documents, which should be completed in any type of separation. 

You need to surf the MD Courts website, and attentively choose forms, corresponding to your 

divorce circumstances, among the list of legal forms on the Family Law Forms page. 

If you have any questions concerning the forms' selection or their correct fulfillment, you can get in 

touch with or attend the county clerk to be sure that you will apply due forms.  

All submitted forms should be related to your specific case and all data should be properly indicated, 

otherwise, extra charges or delays may arise in your divorce process. 

Don't worry or blame yourself if you can't find enough free time to figure out in this jungle of legal 

forms, or you just can't make yourself do this routine of documents’ fulfillment. 

The way out always exists! CompleteCase is a reliable online divorce paper service, which is trusted 

by many people, who successfully got the documents for divorce in MD. 

Our service kindly assists in issues of forms' choice, their proper completion, and timely guidance of 

all connected matters. 

Divorce Documents' Submitting in Maryland 



It is essential to sign any affidavits or applications only in the presence of a notary, who usually 

should work at most courts. 

After filling all necessary divorce papers, they should be filed in requested copies' quantity to the 

county clerk of your family's current residence.  

After paying the state filing fee, ensure that the clerk has accepted your divorce docs and stamped 

them. Then you will receive the next instructions. 

How to notify the spouse about Divorce in MD 

As the divorce is a both parts' deal, you should supply your partner with divorce papers' copies as 

well as a “Writ of Summons”, and provide the evidence of this action in the court for a successful 

divorce final. 

There are some permitted ways of serving the spouse in MD: 

● By post - according to Maryland requirements the divorce docs should be sent by not the 

plaintiff in the divorce, but any other person. While receiving the documents the husband or 

wife should sign the receipt notification, which will be appropriate proof of divorce papers' 

delivery in the court;  

● If you don't want to serve the mate in person, you can entrust this to other people, who are 

18 or older, and not related to the divorce; 

● County Sheriff can do this for an additional charge; 

● The Private Process Server service will cost even higher than the sheriff's one, but the 

number of the spouse's notification attempts are not limited whereas the sheriff will take 

only one visit. Using this method, after successful papers' submission to the  husband or 

wife, you will get the receipt, which should be filed to the court.  

Having passed all these steps with the divorce documents, the only thing that you will need to do is to 

wait for freedom. The divorce finalization can take from one to three months. 

If you are full of intention to separate, you shouldn't waste your time on complicated forms, it’s more 

convenient to rely on CompleteCase. 

 


