An excerpt from my translation of Petit Mal #3: Persistence by D. Gregory

The surgery to remove the tumor was a success, or rather, not a total
failure. There were depths they feared to excavate, but with radiation and
chemotherapy I had a very good chance of living through the year. As for the
persistence of vision, it certainly was ... persistent. (He chuckled at his own
joke, but of course I couldn’t see his face.) Unprecedented, really.

I didn’t care about that. Tell me about my daughter, I said. Tell me
about Franny.

More doctors arrived. They feared too much emotion would slow
my recovery. They proceeded to itemize my other injuries, as if my body had
not already delivered the news. I could feel the subsonic ache of deep bruises
and fractured bones; every move of my limbs moaned the damage. My
constant hallucination was a welcome distraction. I was not only in the
hospital; I could look out at the bright winter day, the sun coming through the
windshield, shining on the face of my daughter. Each morning I woke to her
angry face, yelling silently at me: It’s my fucking phone!

A psychologist suggested, in oblique terms, that perhaps guilt was
preventing me from letting go of that moment. But he had his facts wrong.
The tumor froze me before the accident. When I turned to look back at the
road, my hands on the wheel, I could see nothing but Franny from a few
seconds before. I blinked and shouted, not understanding what was
happening. It was as if I had fallen asleep, and could not shake the dream
from my head, or open my eyes. I mashed the brake in panic. As it turns out,
this was the wrong thing to do. The road was icy, the traffic too thick around
me.

I told the psychologist, in non-oblique terms, to fuck off.

Omepartist 3 BUAaJCHHS MyXJIHMHU Oyna YCHIIIHOKO, YU pajlie He
IIJTKOM TpOBaJIbHOI0. Jlesiki TIMOMHM BOHHM TMOOOSUTUCH PO3KOIYBATH, alie
ONIPOMIHEHHS Ta XiMioTeparis 1ajdd MEeHi Baromi maHcH nepexutu pik. [lo
K 70 1Hepiii 30py, TO BOHA TaKW BeJIbMH... iHepTHa. (BiH mocMmixHyBCs
CBOEMY JKapTOBi, HOTO OONMYYS 51, 3BiCHO, OaunTu He Moria.) HeuyBanwmii
BUIIAJIOK.

Ile mene He mikaBWiIO. S mompocuia: po3KaxiTh MEHI MPO JIOUKY.
Pozkaxite mpo OpenHi.

[Mpwittny  iHmi  gikapi. BoHm 0osnmuch, MO HAATO CHIIBHI
NEepeKUBAaHHS YIOBUIBHATH ONyKaHHSA. BoHM Bce mepenidyyBanu Moi
VIIKODKEHHS, HIOM MO€ TiJIOo I0Ci HE MOAUIAIIOCH 31 MHOIO YCiMa HOBUHAMU.
S BimuyBana TpUTIYIICHWH OUTh TIMOOKMX 3a00iB 1 37aMaHUX KICTOK.
KiHLIBKM TpU KOXKHOMY pyCi CKapXHIUCS Ha YKo/ keHHS. [loctiiiHa
rajgronyHanis Oyjna mpueMHOK0 po3Barorw. S Oyna He jumie y jgikapHi. S
MOIJIa TIOTJISIHYTH Ha SICHMUM 3MMOBHMH JI€Hb 13 COHIEM Kpi3b BiKHA 1
JTOHBYMHUM 00mu4siM. KoskHOTO paHKy s mpokuaanacs i 6aumia ii o0ypeHe
JUIIE, 0 KPUYHUTH O MEHE: 11e Mii moBOanuil Tenedon!

[Icuxonor MaHIBUSMU BUCYHYB MpPHITYIIEHHS, M0, MOXJIUBO,
NOYYTTS TPOBUHM HE JA€ MEHI BIANMYCTUTH Ty MHTb. Alle BiH yce
neperryras. [lyxiauHa 3amMopo3uia MeHe 11e nepen aBapieto. Konu s toai, 3a
KEpMOM, 3HOBY TIOTJIAHYJa Ha J0pory, To mnoOauwna Tiapkun DOpeHHi
KIJTbKACeKYHIHOI JaBHOCTI. Sl KiimHynma i CKpUKHYNA, HE PO3YyMIiIOuH, IO
KOIiThCS. 3maBayiocs, HIOM 51 CIUTIO 1 HE MOXY aHI BHTPYCHUTH 3 TOJIOBH
CHOBH/IIHHS, aHl BIIKpUTH oui. B maHiIli s BAaBuUiIa neaaib rarbMyBaHHs. Sk
BUSIBUJIOCH, IIbOTO HE Tpeba Oysno poOUTH: Jopora CKyTa JhOJOM, PYyX
HAaBKOJIO HAJTO MOTYXHHUIM.

[Tcuxonory s 6€3 »KOMHUX MaHIBIIIB 3aITPOIIOHYBAJIa BiABAIUTH.




