CaHAa KHMra

PaHHee yTpo. [lopora us 6pycyatku, no6utas B3pbiBaMu. [ycTbie HanyraHHble rnasa CoBCeM
MOJIOAbIX PE6AT, KOTOPbIX MOCTAaBUAM NOA PYXKbE. OHM 60A1UCb MeHA. HauenuB BUHTOBKM Ha
MEeHS1, OHM ApPOoXKaLLMMM OT X0J1I04a U CTpaxa pykamu aepxxanu ux. begHble peésarta. Ux sBHO

3anyranvM MHOK KOMaHAUpbl. HacounHsoT 6pefHen, a NOTOM BblAAIOT UX 3a YUCTYIO MOHETY.

TpaHcnopT ocTaHOBUCA.
— BbiBOgUTeE ero! Mas c Hero He cnycKaTb!

A1 BbIXOAWN U3 FPY30BMKA MaKCUMaNbHO MefJIeHHO, YTO6bl HE HEPBUPOBATb 3TUX 3€/1EHbIX
canar. Ecnv oHu BbicTpensaT— TO s MTOMPY, @ OHM NOMAYT Noj TpubyHan, 3a HapyLueHue
MCNoJIHeHus npuroBopa. He xotenocb NOpTUTb UM XXU3Hb. B Boiickax MMnepun Bcerga 6binm
KpanHe XecTKue nopsaku.

OZHOro Moero 3HakoMoro Bo BpeMsi CNy>X6bl BbICEK/IM 3a KpUBO NOALUMTbIA NOABOPOTHUYOK.
He npepcTaBnsio, uto caenanu 6bl ¢ 3TUMU 3€/IEHBIMU, KOTOPbIE U XXU3HU—TO He HIoXasu.

MeHsa BbiBENN U3 rpy3oBukKa n mepsieHHo, And yctpawueHmna I1Y6J1VIKVI, noBeJin K KOCTpy. K,
MaTb ero, KocTtpy. Asa AymMali, Mbl y>Xe BblWJIN N3 CpeHeBeKOBbA. A xoTb u CTpaLIJHeHbKVIVI, HO
Ha BebMY HEe O4YeHb NMOXO0X.

BoT, cnycTa MUHYT NATb, A1 y)XKe CTOs1, NPUKOBAHHbIN K CTON6Y Hag, KOCTPOM.

Tonna uspaBana ryn, Kak pov n4én npu Buge onacHoctu. Ha TpubyHy Bbiwen «Ero
BenunyectBo» UMnepaTtop.

- Mpa... Ha TpubyHy KOHEYHO He NOCKYNuUCb, — 6YpKHyN A1 cebe nop Hoc.

- Monuatb!- KPUKHYJT MHE CTOoALW NN pAAOM KanuTtaH u gan npuknagom B XXUBOT. bonbHO,
KOHe4YHO, HO MHe He NpUBbIKaTb.

Tonna 3atuxna. Paspancsa CKpun AMHaMUKOB. I/ImnepaTop, CTOA Ha TpVI6YHe, TOJIKan
Be/In4eCTBEHHYIO pe4db Npo cuny Vlmnepvwl N N3SBMEHHUKOB POAUHDI. be AymMan nuilb 0 TOM, Kak
coBmnan AeéHb KasHn ¢ caMbiM Mpa4yHbIM AHéMm B Kuese.

- Kak npo3anyHo, — exugHo 6ypKHyn . 3a YTO U NOJlyunn ouyepeaHoON yaap NpuKnagom
BUHTOBKM, HO Y)Xe He OT KanuTaHa, a oT MmnepaTopckoro reapaenua.

970 6blN1a OrpoMHas Tywwa, MeTpa Tpu pOCTOM, 3aKOBaHHasi B 9K30CKeJieT U 06LunTas nuctamu
TaHKOBOM 6pPOHKU. HacToAwMin, MaTb €ro, Xoasa4ni TaHK.

Ypap npuwIEéncsa rno ronoee, A NoYTU noTepan codHaHue. He xotenocb nponyckaTb
TOPXXECTBEHHYIO peyb rnepepn CBOeil KasHblo.

Tenepb xe MMnepaTop NonuBan MeHs rpsa3sblo, HasblBass MEHS UBMEHHUKOM, BparoM Hapoaa
M NPOYUMM HEXOPOLUMMM NUTETAMM.

— W nyctb Kaxkabin 3HaeT! MNycTb Kaxxabin Bugut! BoT, 4to 6biBaeT ¢ npegatensamu! Hukomy
He yinTu oT npaBocyaus! —ropnaHun Mmnepartop, 3abpbi3rmBas cNoHON MUKPOGdOH. bbino
OLLyULEeHMe, YTO 3TOT XXUPHbIN ManeHbKUN YeNnoBeK OT CBOEN 3/10CTU pa3fyeTcs, NoKpacHeeT
W NIOMHET, KakK LWapuK ¢ NoTpoXxamu.

- Cabiwb, KanuTaH, 3aKypuTb He byaeT? MNocnegHee XkenaHue — 3To CBATOE.

- Hy cBsiToe, Tak cBfiToe. Tebe nogKypuBaThb, UMMN...

— [la oT KOCTpa NPUKYpIo, He YTpyXaauncs.

— Hy Kak xoyelLub.

KanuTtaH nogowén u gan MHe B 3y6bl opuLepckyto curapunny. Yto—uTo, a TabayHbie usgenus
B UMnepuu genatb ymeloT.

— Cnacu6o, KanuTaH.

OH no3Bonun cebe Takyto J06POTY NULLb NOTOMY, YTO BCE BHMMaHUE 6b1/10 06paLLLeHo Ha

MMnepaTtopa. MHaue 6 ero paccTpensnu Ha mecTe. OH puckoBan Afsl TOro, YTob A cmor
3aKypuTb nepes CMepTbIO.



KpaeM rnasa 1 3ameu4ato B To/ne 3HaKoMoe inuo. 3To MOoW cTapbin Apyr. Mbl ¢ HUM BMecTe
pa6oTanu B waxTe Ha BocToKe. OH 6b1/1 crneLoM BO B3pbiBYaTbiX BewecTBax. OH cTosin B
TONMe, 3aKpbIBLUM FONIOBY KantowoHoM. U cmoTpen MHe B rnasa. fl ynbi6Hyncsa eMy. OH Xe He
nopan HU HaMéka Ha aMouuMu. f Hayan noao3peBaTb, YTO OH YTO—TO 3aAyMmarn.

—Hapetochb, Tbl He cobupaeLlbecs XXaxHYyTb TpMbYHy, Makc. He cTouT ns—3a MeHst NOpTUTHL
«npas3gHuK» Bcen Mmnepum, — ene cnbilLHO NPOroBOpuUn 1.

MmnepaTop ckomaHAoBan NpUBECTU NPUrOBOP B UCNONHEHNe. ToBapumLL, 0CO6UCT
TOp)XeCTBEHHO HEC paken K moemy KocTpy. Tonna 3atuxna. f ygugen, uto Makc yxoauT us
ToNnnbl. B BO3Ayxe 3anaxno 3HakoMbIM, HO HEMPUATHbIM €KUM 3anaxoM, HO sl He MOr ero
BCMOMHUTD. A 3aXKMypwusics. 3a3By4ana 6apabaHHas gpo6b.

A1 BCMOMHUN cBOMX Apy3en. BcnomHun, kak 60posics ¢ HUMK 3a cBob6opay, 3a CBepXXeHune
MmnepaTtopa. BcnomHun, Kak npsTanca no nogsanam u Katakombam. Kak paboTtan B uaxrtax
Ha POAMHE U KaK NepeXun B HUX B3pbiB rasa. TouyHo! las!

BoT, uTo 3TO 6bIN 32 €aKNIA 3anax!

Oco6ucT goLweén no MeHs. 1 BbITAHY/ICA M MOKa3an YTo Xo4y NpUKypuTb oT ¢akena. OT ero
XOJIO[HOIO XXeCTOKOro B3rnsiia CTbisla KpoBb, HO f MTOHUMaI, YTO CKOpPO corperocb. OH
NO3BOJIUN NPUKYpUTb. 1 No6narogapun ero KNBKOM roJioBbl.

¢ 3Han, uTo YXe He CcnacyCb, HO 3anax ra3a HUKaK He flaBaJsl M



